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N EW SLETTER      N °.   1     (M arch 1986)  

T his  first issue o f the D IG  N ew sle tter heralds w hat w e hope w ill be  a new  phase in  the 

conservation of invertebrates  in  w est W ales. W e are a ll aw are o f how  beautifu l and varied  D yfed 's 

countryside  is and m any o f the richer s ites have a lready been purchased by sym pathe tic  bodies  

such  as the W est W ales T rust for N ature  C onservation, N ature C onservancy C ouncil, N ational T rust 

and W oodland T rust. T hese reserves, by and large, have been chosen as representative of the 

spectrum  of natura l and sem i-na tura l habitats in  the  county - w ith an eye o ften kept open fo r 

scarce  p lants and b irds . T hese priorities  w ill no  doubt rem ain but as public in terest in , and hence 

know ledge o f, invertebrates  im proves the requirem ents  of a w ho le range of g roups m ust be  taken 

into account. A part from  broad generalisa tions of sound practice it has been difficu lt for 

conservation bodies to cater for invertebrates  as , until recently, so little  has been know n about 

them  in D yfed . It is  our hope that D IG  w ill p rov ide  a  voice for those  thousands of unsung species  

and present the inform ation and advice upon w hich m anagem ent plans can be form ulated. 

T he prim ary need is  to colla te da ta  on the d is tribution and s ta tus of our invertebrate fauna in order 

that conserva tion p riorities  can  be  assessed. T his is the m ain function  of the N ew sletter, to  bring 

together the resu lts  o f the e fforts  and expertise of natura lists  surveying  invertebra tes in D yfed. T he 

N ew slette r w ill appear as often as  w e can fill the  pages - it is  dependent upon the support o f your 

contribu tions. W e w ou ld like to ensure that a ll in teresting records for D yfed are pub lished here , if 

you read o f anyth ing re levant e lsew here, o r if you pub lish anyth ing e lsew here , p lease send in a  

no te  o f the s ignificant poin ts . If your observations in  the  fie ld are casual o r susta ined, le t us  know  

of your findings. In the past, im portan t records have been scatte red  through the national 

en tom ological journals  - w e also need to  have a record  of them  here  in D yfed w here they can  be 

pu t to the  m ost prac tica l use. Let us  a lso have your requests  for in form ation  - through D IG  w e hope 

to put am ateurs and experts  a like  in touch w ith one another in  order to m ax im ise our effo rts. T his 

w ill a lso be a feature  o f our fie ld  m eetings, to share  know ledge and learn from  one another w hils t 

carrying  out m a jor surveys of som e of the  county's  best s ites . 

F inally, W e W ould like to thank S tephen F alk  for perm ission to use  h is  artw ork  for the g roup's 

em blem . It depic ts  the hoverfly A rc tophila fu lva, a  nationally scarce but a ttractive fly  w hich is not 

uncom m on in  D yfed . 

 



MECOPTERA  
         +  
NEUROPTERA 

S C O R P IO N  F LIE S  A N D  LA C E W IN G S  IN  W ALES  - M  J  M O R G A N  

T he M ecoptera and N europtera are tw o O rders of insects  w hich had not received m uch attention in 

W ales until recent years. U nlike  Lepidoptera  they cannot be eas ily identified by w ing  patterns  and 

m ost o f them  need care fu l s tudy under the m icroscope to determ ine  the spec ies . Q u ite  enough to  put 

off a ll bu t the ded ica ted enthusias t! 

T here a re only th ree  species of S corpion flies (M ecoptera) in  B rita in  and they can be  iden tified w ith  a 

good hand lens. W ing  m arkings he lp to  d ifferentia te  betw een them , bu t these b lotches are variab le 

and com parison of m ale gen ita lia  is  adv isab le fo r com plete certa inty. O ver the las t fifty years 

P anorpa  cognata has on ly been found three tim es in  W ales, tw o of these records be ing in  N orth 

W ales. I K  M organ discovered the species  in  D yfed  in 1985 and it m ay w ell occur in  other South 

W ales localities but appears to  be m uch scarcer in  general than the other tw o species . 

T he S corp ion flies a re recognised by the m arked elongation  of the  front of the head to fo rm  a beak-

like  rostrum  and by the presence in the  m ales  of a  sw ollen  tip  to the  abdom en w hich  is curved 

forw ard  in  the attitude of a scorpion . T he abdom en o f the fem ale  ends in  a long ov ipositor. N ot a 

great deal seem s to be know n about the larvae , w hich live  in the soil feeding m ain ly on p lant 

m ateria l. T he adults are  found on ly in  spring and early sum m er, chie fly on w arm  sunny days w hen 

they can be seen fly ing around hedgerow s and lush vegetation . 

T here a re about 60 species  of Lacew ings in B rita in  and so  far 43 of these have been found in W ales. 

T he green C hrysopa spec ies are probab ly the m ost fam iliar and hav ing m ore  than one genera tion  a 

year the adu lts  can be  found over a m uch longer period than the S corp ion flies. T he com m on 

C hrysopa carnea is know n fo r its  habit of h ibernating  in  houses, garages and other sheltered spots, 

som etim es in num bers . It loses its green colour over the w inter and becom es a d irty p ink  - hence 

carnea. 

S evera l sm all b row n, b lack ish or very pale Lacew ings are  a lso quite  com m on, a ll very delica te ly 

w inged and fragile . S om e of them  are attrac ted to ligh t and m ay be  found in ligh t traps, in  fac t a few  

spec ies a re so far only know n in  W ales from  spec im ens taken in R otham sted light traps. B oth adults  

and la rvae are  carnivorous, feeding on  aphids  and other sm all so ft-bodies  insects. T he la rvae m ay 

be  beaten  from  fo liage. A dults  m ay also be collec ted by beating and by sw eeping vegeta tion . S om e 

are restric ted to  conife rs , eg  H em erobius  stigm a m et w ith in  forest areas, som e prefer b irch  or o ther 

deciduous trees. 

T he G reat Lacew ing  O sm ylus  fu lv icepha lus  is not quite so  scarce as  w as once thought and is to be  
found in num erous localities in  W ales. A  steep-s ided w ooded va lley w i t h  a sm all s tream  at the 
bo ttom  is  a favourite  haunt. Its  s ize (up to 5 cm  w ing  expanse) and unhurried, low  fligh t m akes it easy 
to spot. S m all co lonies  of th is  insect on the w ing near w ater are an unforgettable s ight. Less than a  
th ird  o f its  s ize, the  three spec ies of S isyra m ay occas ionally be sw ept from  stream side vegetation. 
T he ir la rvae feed on fresh-w ater sponges and the ir d istribu tion , restric ted by the occurrence o f the 
sponges, appears  to be sparse  in W ales. 

T he M egaloptera  includes th ree  species o f A lder-flies (S ia lis ) b reeding in  w ater, the s low  flying adults 

can be found resting on nearby vegeta tion, fenc ing, e tc . T here
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are few  records of these in  S outh W ales. S nake-flies (R haphid ia) have on ly been no ted tw ice in  
W ales, once in the north , once  in  the  S outh . A ll four spec ies are carnivorous, feed ing as  la rvae on  
beetles and other insects in  dead and rotting  w ood. 

F or over tw enty years  I have  been collecting inform ation on the occurrence and dis tribution o f these 

fasc ina ting  groups of insects , prev iously scarcely recorded in W ales. T he accom panying  m ap 

ind icates  w hich 1O  km  squares a re w ithout records and a lso  show s how  m y collec ting rad iates out 

from  B angor! R ecords from  anyw here  in W ales w ould be very w elcom e and espec ia lly from  all 

those b lank squares in the south. I shall be p leased to  identify any spec im ens sent to m e, e ither in  

a lcoho l or papered dry (as  done W ith  Lep idoptera). D on't w orry if legs drop  off, they are  not needed 

in identification, but heads and abdom ens are essentia l fo r m ost spec ies . If you  w ish to have nam ed 

spec im ens re tu rned p lease m ake t h i s  c lear, otherw ise I shall jus t send a lis t of nam es for 

in form ation. F or each spec im en please g ive  the da te  and at least a  four-figure  g rid ref. A  note on  

the habita t (eg 'larch ', 'nettles ' etc ) w ould be usefu l ex tra  in fo rm ation for the records. 

Mrs M J Morgan School of Animal Biology 

University College of North Wales Bangor, 

Gwynedd. 

 

10 km squares in Wales from which Mecoptera and 

Neuroptera have been recorded 
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DYFED SITE REPORT - Number One 

MACHYNYS, CARMS (21/513979) - I K MORGAN 

A t firs t g lance the  M achynys area, south of L lanelli, does no t look p rom is ing to the natura list - 

num erous derelic t industria l prem ises, a rubbish dum p, an itineran t's  illegal encam pm ent and large 

areas of industria l s lag  covering m any hectares , a ll set in  a  p redom inantly urban landscape. T h is is 

m isleading , how ever, for southw ards lie  the  b ird -filled B urry E stuary, the G ow er P eninsula  and the  

broad v is ta  of C arm arthen B ay. A t M achynys, itse lf there a re sm all sem i-na tura l rem nants o f the 

once-large coasta l m arshes that p resum ably ex tended eastw ards from  the  M achynys P en insula to 

the G lam organ boundary. 

E arly archive m ateria l g ives us  tanta lis ing im ages of the habita ts  that once ex is ted  here, w ith nam es 

such as 'Y  M orfa M aw r' (the G reat M arsh) and 'T he W arren ' (perhaps re fe rring to  rabb it-frequented 

sand-dunes). Indeed, a  m ap da ting  from  the  183O s show s an  area o f dunes cloth ing  a sha llow , 

hook-shaped pen insu la  know n as 'T heSker' (D av ies 1985). T oday the M orfa  M aw r is dra ined 

pastora l land and, apart from  the  sm all fragm ents  of res idual dune-s lack  vegetation, the sand-dunes 

have long since gone. E lem ents of the  freshw ater flora and fauna still surv ive , how ever, in  a sm all 

series  of ponds and m arshes - yet the  M achynys ponds ow e the ir orig in to n ineteenth cen tury 

industria l ac tiv ities and not, as w as thought until recently, a flooded dune-s lack  area. 

T he M achynys peninsula  is  based on g lacia l m orain ic  deposits  tha t con ta in  m uch clay, c lay that w as 

ex trac ted from  p its  for b rick-m ak ing a t the end o f the  las t cen tury. T hese c lay p its subsequently 

flooded and prov ided a safe  snnctuary for the declin ing freshw ater species . It is  suspected that it w as 

som ew here on these coasta l m arshes that the p ioneer C arm arthenshire  botan ist, Jam es M otley, 

d iscovered m any no table freshw ater p lan ts , m ost o f w hich  have not been refound. T his reduction  in  

bo tanica l d ivers ity, p resum ably caused by ex tens ive dra inage and industria l activ ity, has probab ly 

been accom pan ied by a correspond ing effect on the  invertebra te  fauna and it is  like ly that w e have, 

w ithout any past docum enta tion, los t sens itive or host-spec ific  species  from  th is  a rea . 

G iven th is h is torica l background, w hat do the M achynys ponds s till ho ld today? It w as only in  1983, 

after bo tanica l surveys on th is neglec ted s ite in  the  p rev ious year had revealed som e scarce p lan ts , 

that a tten tion w as firs t g iven to the  invertebra tes. It w as qu ick ly realised tha t the M achynys P onds 

represented a quality s ite, unm atched on  the C arm s coast east o f L lanelli. Surveys show ed that a 

m inim um  of tw elve  species of O donata (d ragonflies) w ere present, includ ing such scarce  species  as  

B rachytron  pratense, Aeshna m ix ta, Anax im perator, Sym petrum  sanguineum  and, possib ly, 

C oenagrion pulchellum . T w elve species at a  D yfed  s ite  constitu tes, in  N C C  criteria , an "outstanding 

assem blage", m aking the M achynys Ponds w orthy of serious cons ideration for som e fo rm  of 

conservation s ta tus. 

T he s ite is com posed of three m ain ponded areas, the  la rgest to the w est a t 21/511980 and   two   

sm aller ponds at 21/513979 and 21/514980, all connected by areas of Juncus/Sparganium  m arsh, S alix  

scrub etc  .........  T he  largest pond is  o f the  least en tom ological in terest, the tw o sm aller ones, 

conta in ing the  on ly know n popu la tions in C arm s of Lem na trisu lca, and a shallow , flooded s lack at 

21 /512981 being  the  m ost im portan t. T h is s lack  dries ou t in  very ho t sum m ers, it is  dom inated  by 

H ippuris vu lgaris , C hara sp  and B eru la erecta. 

R ecording of hoverflies (Syrphidae), m ain ly in  1985 by I K  M organ and S  J  F alk  resu lted in the  

fo llow ing lis t:- 



Epistrophe elegans Lejogaster metallina 

Pyrophaena granditarsa L splendida (*) 

Syrphus ribesii Neoascia dispar 

S vitripennis Parhelophilus frutetorum (*) 

X anthogram m a pedissequum                                    P  versicolor 

A nas im yia lineata P ip iza  austriaca 
A  transfuga P ip ize lla  varipes 
E ris ta linus sepu lchra lis  R hyngia cam pestris  
E ris ta lis  arbustorum  C hrysogaster so lstitia lis  

E  in tricarius P aragus haem orrhous 

E  tenax S phaerophoria m enthastri 

E  pertinax S  philanthus 
Helophilus pendulus 

(A sterisked spec ies  a re regarded as na tionally no table.) 

E arlie r D iptera  recording  by the author resulted in  the  no table southern  s tratiom yid  S tratiom ys 

po tam ida being  taken. T he scarce  m oth B em becia scop igera s ix -be lted c learw ing w as caught w h ils t 

sw eeping  for D ip te ra on  7 /8 /1985, the first v ice-county record  o f the spec ies. 

T he flooded dune slack  to the north -east of the  m ain pond holds  abundant A se llus aquaticus  (an 

aquatic w oodlouse) w h ilst a t M achynys P oint, south of the ponds, the local te rrestria l w ood lice 

C ylisticus convexus and T richon iscoides pygm aeus occur under rubb le. L ig ia  oceanica is found at or 

be low  the h igh  t i d e  m ark. 

B rief sam pling of the  non-m arine m olluscs show ed tha t C andidula intersecta and V allonia  excentrica 

w ere  am ongst the spec ies  found on dry ground and a typical w etland assem blage o f D eroceras 

laeve, S uccinea putris and Z on ito ides n itidus  occurs. A  couple of com m on freshw ater spec ies  have 

been recorded, a long w ith the m inute freshw ater b ivalve  P is id ium  casertanum . 

R ecording at th is s ite w ill continue in 1986 and any readers w ish ing to v is it are w elcom e to attend  the 

B otanical Society o f the B ritish Is les  fie ld m eeting  on 16 August (m eet a t ll.00 am  bes ide the m a in 

pond). A lthough th is  is s t r i c t l y  a botanical m eeting  opportun ities  w ill arise  fo r som e invertebra te 

recording . 

U nfortunate ly, the fu tu re of th is  fine s ite is  not secure as  L lanelli B orough C ouncil have ex tens ive  

p lans to develop  the  M achynys peninsula for tourism . Perhaps the educational value of such  a  s ite , 

so c lose  to  a large urban area, coupled  w ith its v isual and  ecological value m ay hopefully result in  its 

re tention and safeguarding. 

R eferences 

D A V IES , R  H  (1985) - M achynys - som e extracts from  its  h istory.   L lanelli N atura lists 

Newsletter, Dec 1985, pp 11-12.  
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ORTHOPTERA 

C R IC K E TS  A N D  G R A S S H O P P E R S  IN  D Y F E D  - A  P  F O W LE S  

O f the th irty spec ies  o f O rthop te ra res iden t in  B rita in  seven teen have been recorded  in  D yfed .   U n til 

recently the ir d is tribu tion here w as poorly know n as m any natura lis ts  had ignored  the  group despite  

the ir consp icuousness  and  charm , how ever, in  the  pas t four o r   five  years   there  has   been  an  

upsurge  o f  in teres t  w hich  has  contributed  s ign ificantly to  an  unders tanding of the ir s ta tus and loca l 

eco logy.   The p ic tu re is  s till fa r from  com ple te  and m any questions rem a in to  be  answ ered about 

d is tribu tion, habita t preference, life -s tyle  e tc  .......   There  is  a lso every like lihood tha t new  spec ies  could  

be  found in  the county, though rea lis tica lly the re are  on ly tw o like ly cand ida tes - the Lesser M arsh 

G rasshopper Chorthippus albom arginatus (possible on upper sa ltm arshes in  the southern es tuaries) and  

the G reenhouse  C am el-c ricke t Tachyncines asynam orus  (an A s ian  in truder occurring  on ly in  heated  

greenhouses). A s w ith  m any o ther insec t groups, southern  E ngland  has a g rea te r d ivers ity o f 

O rthopte ra than can  be  found in  D yfed but none theless  w e  have  severa l in teres ting species w h ich 

deserve g rea te r popu larity am ongst loca l natura lis ts . It is  surpris ing that the  O rthoptera have been  

neglec ted as they are re la tive ly large , co lou rfu l insec ts  w hose identification  is  a ided by the ir d istinc tive  

songs, o r s tridu la tion. The  recent publication of an  excellen t and  inexpens ive  gu ide (B row n 1983) shou ld  

bring  the  recognition  they deserve  w hils t R agge 's (1965) book , sadly out o f prin t, curren tly rem ains the  

on ly com prehens ive account o f the ir life -h is tory. 

 

D yfed 's G rasshoppers  are  w idespread throughout the  county, indeed th ree o f them  probably occur in  

every 1O  km  square . They begin  to  appear as  nym phs in  M ay and the earlies t reach adulthood and  

begin to  s ing in  m id-June  and  can  be seen in  the ir favoured open grassland habitats until O ctober. The 
COMMON FIELD GRASSHOPPER C horth ippus b runneus prefers d ry so ils  and  is  the  spec ies  m ost 

like ly to  be encountered in  urban  env ironm ents such as w aste  ground. It is  one o f the  few  O rthopterans  

w hich  occur on  our o ffshore is lands  and  is  genera lly com m on in  low land D yfed a lthough it becom es 

m uch scarcer above about 3O O  m  asl. In contrast, the MEADOW GRASSHOPPER  C horth ippus para lle lus 

is  m ost abundan t in  dam p pastures  though a lso occurs on w ell-dra ined so ils  w ith  luxurian t vegetation. It 

lacks  the ab ility to  fly and th is probably accounts for its  absence  from  our is lands, its  co lon isation  o f 

B rita in  fo llow ing  the las t g lacia tion w as probably too s low  to  enable it to  reach W est W ales before the 

islands were cut off from  the m ainland. The MOTTLED GRASSHOPPER  M yrm eleotettix  m aculatus  is  a  

charm ing insec t w ith  c lubbed  an tennae (the  other grasshoppers in Dyfed have antennae w hich taper 

gradually) and an as ton ish ing varie ty o f co lou r m orphs. It is  to  be found only on the  driest so ils , 

pa rticu larly a long the coas t, w here  m atu re dunes and c liff scree can have  la rge  populations, but a lso  

in land on the spo il o f abandoned m ines and in  som e loca lities  on  the lim estone s lopes o f 

C arm arthenshire . O ur o the r w idespread  spec ies , the COMMON GREEN GRASSHOPPER  O m ocestus 

v iridulus, is  alm ost ub iqu itous - its "tick ing* song  a feature of sum m er w a lks  th roughout the county. Th is 

is  the firs t o f ou r grasshoppers to  m atu re  each year and  it can  be found  in  lush vegetation  from  coasta l 

dunes to  the m ounta in  tops, w here  it is  invariab ly the on ly species p resen t. It has a lso been  recorded 

from  S kokho lm  and S kom er Is lands . [A  fifth  spec ies , the WOODLAND GRASSHOPPER  O m ocestes 

ru fipes, has been reported from  southern C arm s bu t th is  is  the on ly W e lsh  record and is  be lieved to  be  

erroneous.] 

 

The  G roundhoppers  a re  on ly about one cen tim etre long  and  resem b le m in ia ture, stocky grasshoppers. 

They a re usually som e shade o f brow n, though m ore co lourfu l fo rm s do  ex is t, and  as  such are easily 

over-looked. H ow ever, there is  the advantage that they over-w in te r in  the adult stage and are therefore  

ac tive from  the firs t m ild days o f spring  until the onset of w inter. T he chief foodplan ts  are  m osses and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



algae. T he COMMON GROUNDHOPPER  T etrix  undulata is found throughout D yfed but it is  certa in ly 

under-recorded at present. It can to lera te  drie r cond itions than  its  tw o re latives and is  frequently seen 

along rides or foo tpaths  through w oodland; heaths  and sand-dunes are  a lso favoured. R ecords 

curren tly indicate a low land dis tribution in D yfed , up to about 25O  m  asl, a lthough th is m ay rather be 

due to  a lack of survey w ork  on  h igher g round. T he SLENDER GROUNDHOPPER  T etrix  subu lata 

inhabits dam per localities, espec ia lly the  m uddy m argins of ponds, and a lso occurs  on w et pastures 

and in  freshw ater m arshes. It is  p resently know n on ly from  a  handful of s ites in C arm s and South 

P em bs but is probably m ore w idely d istribu ted and could po tentia lly occur anyw here in low land 

D yfed. T he on ly other B ritish representative  o f the T ettig idae  is  CEPERO'S GROUNDHOPPER  

T etrix  cepero i w h ich is  very s im ilar in  appearance to  subu la ta . T his  is  a very local insect of southern 

B rita in and w as firs t recorded in  D yfed in 1984 w hen spec im ens w ere collec ted from  tw o localities on 

the C arm s coast. T hese colonies , above the  sa ltm arsh at T yw yn Po int and  a longside W itchett P oo l in  

Laugharne Burrow s, are the m ost northerly in  B rita in  for the spec ies . 

 
E ight B ush cricke ts  occur in  D yfed , they generally inhabit areas o f ta lle r, m ore scrubby vegetation  

than  the  grasshoppers  and none can be regarded as com m on throughout the county. M any of them  

s tridulate loud ly, and th is can  be the  easiest w ay to loca te  them  as they tend to be com para tive ly 

e lusive , a lthough som e spec ies have a h igh-pitched song w hich e ludes a ll bu t the  keenest ears. T hey 

reach the adu lt s tage in July and las t th rough until the firs t fros ts  in  O ctober but a re often m ost 

conspicuous as  early-ins ta r nym phs (w hich  a re easily identifiable in  m ost spec ies) in  M ay and June. 

The SHORT-WINGED CONEHEAD  C onocephalus dorsalis frequents m arshy areas near the coast 

w here it is  usually found am ongst ta ll s tands of rushes and sedges, S cirpus m aritim us in particu lar. 

T he eggs, la id w ith in p lant stem s, can w ithstand pro longed im m ers ion in b rack ish  w ater and as such 

the spec ies is a regula r inhab ita t of saltm arshes. It is  scarce in  C eredig ion , w here it is  know n only 

from  the D yfi E stuary, bu t m uch m ore w idespread in the other tw o dis tric ts. T he BO G BUSH 

CRICKET  M etriop te ra brachyptera is one of our rarest spec ies, apparently confined  to jus t tw o sites  

in the county - C ors F ochno (B orth B og) in  C eredig ion and C ors G och, L lanllw ch in C arm s. H ere  it 

occurs  in  som e abundance am ongst sparse M yrica bushes, usually w here  there is  a  lush grow th  o f 

M olin ia bu t a lso in  m ore open areas w ith E rica tetra lix . S evera l o ther suitab le  loca lities  in  D yfed  have 

been searched w ithout success but the d iscovery of one or tw o new  co lonies m ay be antic ipated. A  

s im ilar spec ies is  RO ESEL'S BUSH CRICKET  M etriop te ra roeselii a lthough it is  read ily 

d is tinguishab le by the b right yellow  m argin to the  pronota l s ide-flaps. Its  occurrence in  D yfed (and 

W ales) is lim ited to the D yfi E stuary W here it w as firs t d iscovered in 197O . A t the t i m e  it w as know n 

on ly from  the  south  and east coasts of E ng land and it w as speculated  tha t the D yfi popula tion  had 

been acc identa lly in troduced. T h is poss ib ility  still ex is ts  though the recent d iscovery of the spec ies in  

southern Ire land perhaps suggests a  na tura l orig in. It is  locally com m on around the fringe of the inner 

es tuary w here  it inhab its  rushes w hich are  sub ject to  occas ional spring-tide flooding . 

 
T he com m onest m em ber of the T ettigonidae in  D yfed is the DARK BUSH CRICKET P holidoptera  

griseoaptera w h ich fills  the even ing a i r  w ith shrill ch irps  at m any sites  in the south of the county. Its 

favoured haunts are  b ram ble  th icke ts  in  hedgerow s and coasta l va lleys , there are rather few  in land  

records. T he south  coast has s trong popula tions but north of the T e ifi va lley there are  on ly th ree  

reported s ightings. A nother of our ra rities is  the  GREY BUSH CRICKET  P latyc le is denticu la ta , 

recorded from  a few  sites  on  the P em bs coastline w here it inhab its  scrub in  sheltered s ituations. 

C o lonies  are  know n from  D ale and M arloes and there  is  an  o ld  record from  S t D av id 's  P en insu la. 

C o lonies  are  often sm all and  localised and the spec ies could be easily overlooked, further s ites  in  

P em bs and the ad jacent C arm s coast should be  surveyed. 
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O ur only tree-liv ing  O rthopteran  is  the OAK BUSH CRICKET  M econem a thalass inum  w hich  is  
carn ivorous and no t restric ted to O ak w ood land. T he spec ies  has been recorded from  few  localities 
in  D yfed bu t is  probab ly w idely d istribu ted, even occurring on garden trees as in A berystw yth. It is  a 
nocturnal insect, o ften  turn ing  up at m oth-traps and houselights in  the autum n, and the best w ay to 
see it is  to search  the low er boughs of old deciduous trees by torchlight. The SPECKLED BUSH 
CRICKET Leptophyes puncta tissim a is  another e lus ive species , beautifu lly  cam ouflaged in its  
chosen tang les  o f bram ble and ne ttles . It is  not uncom m on in D yfed , particu larly in  the  south, but 
has rare ly been seen aw ay from  the v ic in ity o f the  coast w here sheltered valleys a re favoured . 
S earch ing fo r t h e  m ore abundant and confid ing nym phs in  June can be  the eas ies t w ay to  locate 
them . Last, bu t far from  least, is  the  GREAT GREEN BUSH CRICKET  Tettigonia v iridissim a, an 
im pressive insect w i t h  a far-carrying song that can  be  heard up to tw o hundred m etres  aw ay on a 
s till sum m er's  even ing. A part from  a  recent s ighting in  C arm s the species  is  restric ted to coasta l 
localities of sou thern  P em bs w here  it is  quite w idespread. It inhabits  a  varie ty of shrubby situa tions 
w here there is  w arm th and she lte r, the  m ales often c lim bing  to the top of a bush to s ing. 
 
T w o types of C ricke t have been recorded in the county, a lthough one o f these has no t been 

recorded fo r fifty  years . T he HO USE CRICKET  A cheta dom estica is  not native to Britain, having 

becom e w idely established n f t e r  the sixteenth century fo llow ing its  in troduction from  As ia. H ow ever, 

it never seem s to have been com m on in D yfed and now  appears  to be confined to C arm s. It is  

w idespread in C ydw eli o ld tow n and in hot sum m ers its  shrill song bursts forth from  cracks in m any 

garden w alls . O ther localities are L langadog C ream ery and the  rubb ish t i p  at L lanllw ch. T here  are 

o ld  records from  A berys tw yth  and B laenannerch  in  C eredig ion. F inally, there is the  M OLE 

CRICKET  G ryllo ta lpa  gryllo ta lpa , an  ex traordinary c reature  that is  ex trem ely ra re in B rita in  as  a 

w hole - there a re tw o records for D yfed. E dw ard  L lw yd w rote to John R ay in 1693 that he  had 

observed them  that year near C ydw eli, C arm s "in the sealands that are covered every tide" and 

there is a spec im en in the N ational M useum  of W ales w hich w as co llected  a t H averfordw est, 

P em bs in  1936. T he adu lts  live in burrow s in m oist soil, w ater-m eadow s and flood-pla ins are ideal 

habitats . T he spec ies  is  e lus ive  and there are m any suitable localities in  D yfed  but it is  doubtfu l tha t 

it is  s till a  resident here . 

 
T he M ole  C ricke t m igh t have gone from  our m eadow s but can  w e be  certa in? It w as once com m on 

enough in W ales to be  g iven the nam e " R h i n g  y Les", and perhaps still s ings in iso lated rivers ide 

pastures. O ur know ledge of the d is tribution  of so  m any of our O rthopterans is  based on the 

fie ldw ork  o f a few  observers and la rge  areas of the  county have only been briefly surveyed. M uch 

rem ains to be  done and m any in te res ting d iscoveries a re s till to  be m ade; w ith im proved and 

inexpens ive gu ides local natura lists have m uch to contribute to our know ledge of th is d iverse group 

of insects. 
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ODONATA 

D YF E D  O D O N A TA  - S  C O K E R  

1986 w ill see the com pletion of the national recording schem e. Bob M erritt, the organ iser, hopes to 

produce an a tlas  to be published by IT E  in the  Autum n. M any people have contribu ted to the records 

of s ites  in D yfed and these records ( u p  to 1985) a re a ll g iven in 'W est W ales D ragonflies ' by C oker 

and F ox. A  tota l of 26  species  have been recorded in recent years. T w o spec ies  Aeshna grandis 
and Platycnem is pennipes are reported  in  the literature  as D yfed spec ies  but have not been seen 

during  the current recording period, 1977-1985. 

T he outs tanding  m em ber of D yfed's  fauna is  Coenagrion m ercuriale. T his  has qu ite  large 

populations on the  soligenous m ires of the P em brokesh ire w et heaths . F iona E vans is at present on 

contract w ith  the  N C C  s tudying th is habitat w ith  a  v iew  to im prov ing  our understanding of the s ites  

and fo rm ulating m anagem ent p roposals. T he contract includes research into the larval requirem ents  

of C m ercuriale and it is  hoped that m uch o f in terest w ill result from  th is . 

A lthough, nationally, m uch w etland  has been los t due to  agricultura l d ra inage, in  D yfed the  

construc tion  of irr igation reservoirs , has enabled  agriculture to m ake a pos itive contribu tion to w etland 

habitat. T he bulk  o f these reservoirs  have been constructed in  the south w est of D yfed. T erry M artin  

has now  spent tw o seasons record ing from  these s ites and has, I th ink , established their im portance 

for O donata. P resum ably they m ay be equally im portant for o ther invertebrates . 

T he aim  o f recording  in the 1986 season m ust be to  ' f i l l  in  the b lanks ' for the  na tional record ing 

schem e. A lthough th is  m ay seem  rather pointless, s im ilar surveying  in the past has d iscovered 

several s ites of in terest. T he ex tent of Gom phus vulgatissim us on  the A fon  T yw i needs further 

s tudy. N o records o f m ature  adu lts , the ir te rritoria l and breeding habits o r the location of their 

preferred breeding  s ites  have been m ade in D yfed . D oes it ex ist on any other o f D yfed's rivers? 

Coenagrion pulchellum  occurs  in num bers  in W est G lam organ, w hat is  its s tatus in  

C arm arthenshire? 

A ll records, no m atter how  com m on the  species, are  required fo r the recording schem e. If you  have 

any records p lease forw ard them  to  the  re levant county recorder. 

INVERTEBRATE RECORDING IN DYFED 

Lis ted be low  are  the nam es of the  v ice -coun ty recorders fo r inve rteb rate groups w here  a record ing 

schem e is  a lready in  opera tion - p lease support them  by send ing in  your in fo rm ation  on  a regular 

basis . R ecords o f inverteb ra tes in  g roups no t lis ted  can be passed on to  D IG  a t P las  G ogerddan, 

A berystw yth and w e w ill forw ard them  to  the  re levant na tional o rganisers and reta in  a  copy on f i l e  for 

fu ture  loca l use . W e w ou ld be p leased  to  hear o f any o ther schem es in  the reg ion . 

Carm s 

O D O N A T A  - S  C oker, M oun ta in , C larebeston R oad, H averfordw est, D yfed. 

ORTHO PTERA, M YRIAPODS, W O ODLICE, M OLLUSCS & HOVERFLIES - I K M organ, 1O 7 D enham  
A venue, Llanelli, D yfed.  

B U TT E R F LIE S  - D  P oulter, Ty Isaf, P entrepoeth , Ido le , C arm arthen , D yfed  S A 32 8D H . 
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Ceredigion 

WOODLICE & LAND MOLLUSCS - A O Chater, Department Botany, Brit ish Museum (Natural History), 

London SW7 5BD.  

LEPIDOPTERA,   ORTHOPTERA,   HOVERFLIES  -   A   P   Fowles,   Nature   Conservancy Council, Plas 

Gogerddan, Aberystwyth, Dyfed SY23 SEE.  

ODONATA - F Evans, Cae'r-berllan, Eglwys-fach, Machynlleth, Powys. 

Pembs 

ODONATA,   HOVERFLIES  -   S  Coker,   Mountain,   Clarebeston   Road,   Haverfordwest, Dyfed. 

BUTTERFLIES - R Elliot, 1O Flemish Court, Lamphey, Dyfed.  

MICRO-MOTHS - N Lowe, Firs Grove, Church Road, Roch, Dyfed.  

FLEAS - Miss B Williams, Wuthering Heights, Welsh Hook, Wolfcastle, Haverfordwest, Dyfed. 

FIELD MEETINGS 1986 

Thre e  m ee tin gs w ill ta ke  p lace  th is sum m er, one  in  each  d istric t a t a  site  wh ich  is  like ly to  have  an  

in te resting  and  va ried  fauna  rep re sen ta tive  o f as wide  a  range  o f inve rteb ra te  groups as possib le . 

The  p rim ary in ten tion  w i l l  be  to  investiga te  the  species p resen t an d  d raw up  m anagem en t 

re com m enda tions fo r th e  conse rva tio n  o r en hancem en t o f the  inve rteb ra te  in te rest o f the  site . It is 

a lso  a n tic ipa te d  tha t m em bers will be  ab le  to  share  knowledge abou t sam pling techn iques and the 

iden tifica tio n  o f ce rta in  groups bu t th is w ill b e  depend en t on  th e  exp ertise  p rese n t. P lease  a ttem pt 

to  a tte nd  a t lea st one  m ee tin g - a nd  don 't fee l a fra id  to  cross "co un ty" bounda ries, a ttend  a ll th ree  if 

possib le . 

7 June 1986 - TYW YN BUR RO W S, CARM S. (U pper sa ltm arsh grad ing i n t o  a  m ature  dune  system  

w ith  seaso na lly-flo oded  s lacks.) M ee t a t th e  Bu tche r's  A rm s P H , Pem brey (SN 418021) at ll.00 am. 

This site is MO D property so  p lease ensure prompt arrival. 

5 July 1986 - GW AUN GARTHENOR, CEREDIGION. (Extensive flood-plain mire w ith  we ll-deve loped  

W illow and  A lde r ca rrs, poo r-fen , we t hea th  a nd  basin  m ire . )  Meet at the lay-by on the A485 in 

O lmarch (SN 6 2 3 5 5 0 ) at ll.00 am. 

9 August 1986 - PENGELLI FOREST, PEMBS. (Ancient woodland w i t h  m ix e d  oak, b irch , ash  and  a lde r; 

m any sm a ll s tream s.) M ee t in  th e  rese rve  ca r pa rk  ( S N  1 2 2 3 9 5 )  a t ll.00  am . 

D YF E D  IN V E R TE B R A TE  G R O U P  

D is trict R epresen ta tives; 

CARMS - I K Morgan, 1O7 Denham Avenue, Llanelli, Dyfed SA15 4DD. 
CEREDIGION   -   A   P   Fowles,   c/o   Nature   Conservancy   Council,   P las   G ogerddan, Aberystwyth, 
Dyfed SY23 SEE.  
PEMBS - S Coker, Mountain, C larebeston Road, Haverfordwest, Dyfed SA63 4SG. 


