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In  m an y resp ec ts  1 9 8 6  h as p ro v ed  to  b e  an  ex trao rd in ary  year fo r in verteb ra te  co n serva tio n  in  
D yfed  - o f w h ich  I'm  p leased  to  say  th a t th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  D yfed  In verteb ra te  G ro u p  h as b een  
a  m in o r p art. A rtic le s re ferrin g  to  in verteb ra tes  in  w est W ales trad itio n ally  o p en ed  w i t h  a  p h ra se  
reco u n tin g  h o w  l i t t l e  w as k n o w n  o f th e  D yfed  fau n a  - b u t th e  tid e  m ay  b e  tu rn in g  a t la st. D u rin g  
1 9 8 6  a  n u m b er o f m a jo r su rveys o f in verteb ra te  p o p u la tio n s h ave  b een  i n i t i a t e d  an d  w h en  th e  
resu lts  a re  a ll in  w e sh o u ld  b e  in  a  c lea rer p o sitio n  to  assess  th e  sta tu s  an d  n eed s o f m an y g ro u p s. 

T h e  N atio n a l T ru st h as em b ark ed  u p o n  a  th o ro u gh  su rvey o f th e  fau n a  o f D o w ro g  C o m m o n , a  
n a tio n a lly  im p o rtan t h ea th lan d , in  o rd er to  fo rm u la te  a  b ro ad-b ased  m an agem en t p lan . T h e  
R S P B , in  th e  B reco n  B eaco n s an d  th e  C w m  Y stw yth /A fo n  T yw i u p lan d s, h as b een  sam p lin g  
s tream  in verteb ra tes  to  eva lu a te  th e  im p ac t o f ac id ifica tio n  u p o n  th e  b reed in g  su ccess o f D ip p ers . 
In  P em b ro k esh ire  th e  N C C  h ave  co llec ted  p itfa ll sam p les fro m  a  n u m b er o f lo w lan d  w e t h ea th  
s ite s  to  ga in  an  u n d e rstan d in g  o f th e  im p ac t o f d iffe ren t m an agem en t p rac tices  o n  th e  
in ve rteb ra te  fau n a  an d  in  C ard igan sh ire  th ey h ave  b egu n  a  s i m i l a r  p ro jec t o n  a  ran ge  o f 
p ea tlan d s as  p art o f a  fo u r-year s tu d y o f in verteb ra tes  o n  W elsh  w etlan d s. P itfa ll trap s a re  a lso  in  
o p era tio n  o n  C o rs F o ch n o  an d  C o rs C aro n  N N R s, p ro v id in g  an  in tere stin g  co m p ariso n  b e tw een  
th e  in h ab itan ts o f th ese  tw o  ra ised  m ire  system s. T h e  v i s i t  o f th e  D ip tera  R eco rd in g  G ro u p  to  
C arm arth en sh ire  in  Ju ly  y ie ld ed  m an y  in te restin g  o b serva tio n s an d  m u ch  va lu ab le  in fo rm a tio n  
o n  sp ec ies-d is tr ib u tio n . T h e re  h ave  a lso  b een  a  g ro w in g  n u m b er o f in sec t-o rien ta ted  gu id ed  
w alk s fo r th e  W W T N C  an d  th e  M id -W ales F estiva l o f th e  C o u n trysid e  - c learly  th e  w o n d ers  o f 
in sec t n a tu ra l h is to ry  are  n o  lo n ge r th e  p ro v in ce  o f th e  sp ec ia lis t a lo n e . 

M u ch  is b e in g  d o n e  b u t th ere  is  still m u ch  le ft to  d o . D yfed  is  a  vast co u n ty  w i t h  few  n a tu ra lis ts  
an d  yo u r h e lp  is req u ired  to  p ro v id e  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o n  w h ich  th e  co n se rva tio n  b o d ie s can  ac t. 
G et o u t i n t o  th e  fie ld  an d  reco rd  w h at yo u  see ; try  b ro ad en in g  yo u r h o rizo n s an d  tak in g  o n  a  n ew  
g ro u p  - yo u r D IG  rep resen ta tive  can  ad v ise  yo u  o n  th e  b est w ay  to  ap p ro ach  th is; an d  sen d  in  
yo u r reco rd s to  th e  co u n ty  reco rd e rs. C o m m u n ica tio n  o f yo u r fin d in gs is  o n e  o f th e  m o st 
im p o rtan t s tep s in  co n serva tio n  - u se  th e  D IG  N ew sle tte r to  reco rd  yo u r resu lts  fo r th e  b en efit o f 
fu tu re  n a tu ra lis ts . 

In  a s i m i l a r  ve in , let m e rem ind  you  that 1986  sees the  conclusion  o f the D ragonfly R ecord ing  
S ch em e in  i t s  p resen t fo rm a t. R eco rd s fo r in c lu sio n  in  th e  fin a l A tlas  sh o u ld  b e  sen t to  th e 
B io logica l R ecords C en tre  (p referab ly v ia the coun ty recorders) b y 1  N ovem ber. E x cellen t 
co ve rage  h as a lread y  b een  ach ieved  in  D yfed  b u t th e re  a re  s till a  few  gap s to  b e  filled  in . 

Editor - A P Fowles, c/o NCC, Plas Gogerddan, Aberystwyth, Dyfed SY23 SEE. 

 



DYFED SITE REPORT - Number Two 

SKOKHOLM, PEMBS (12/736O5O) - A P FOWLES 

S k o k h o lm  Islan d , ly in g  th ree  k ilo m etre s w est o f M arlo es o n  th e  P em b ro k esh ire  co ast, is  o n e  o f 
th e  jew els in  D yfed 's  c ro w n . It is a  re la tive ly  fla t is lan d  co m p o sed  o f O ld  R ed  S an d sto n e  ro ck s 
am o u n tin g  to  1 O 6  h ec tares  in  ex ten t an d  ap p ro x im ate ly  1 .6  k ilo m etre s lo n g , th e  veg eta tio n  is  
m o d ified  b y th e  co m p o u n d in g  e ffec ts  o f w in d , sa lt-sp ray, rab b it-g raz in g , an d  n u trien t en rich m en t 
fro m  seab ird  gu an o . A n  ex ten sive  b an d  o f T h rift A rm eria  m aritim a  w ith  p o ck e ts  o f b righ t b lu e , 
S p rin g  S q u ill S c illa  vern a  a lo n g  th e  so u th ern  an d  w estern  co asts  g ives w ay to  a  Fescu e -
d o m in ated  sw ard  o n  th e  p la teau  g ra sslan d s. B rack en  P terid iu m  aq u ilin u m  is  s tead ily  en cro ach in g  
o ver  th e  ea stern  h a lf o f th e  is lan d  an d  is  in vad in g  th e  rem n an ts  o f m aritim e  h ea th  as  th e  H eath e r 
C allu n a  vu lg aris  d e te rio ra tes . S p rin gs an d  seaso n a lly -in u n d a ted  d ep re ssio n s o n  th e  b o u ld e r c lay  
in  th e  cen tre  o f th e  p la teau  co n ta in  sm a ll m arsh es. 

It is th e  in tern a tio n a lly  im p o rtan t seab ird  co lo n ies  o n  S k o k h o lm  th a t th e  islan d  is  ren o w n ed  fo r -  
3 6 ,0 0 0  p a irs o f M an x  S h ea rw a te rs, 6 ,0 0 0  p a irs o f S to rm  P etre ls  an d  2 ,0 0 0  p a irs o f P u ffin s , 
to ge th e r w i t h  4 ,5 0 0  p a irs  o f gu lls  (ch ie fly  L esser B lack -b ack ed s). T h e  seab ird s ex ert a  g rea t 
in flu en ce  u p o n  th e  flo ra  an d  fau n a  b u t d esp ite  th is  th ere  is  m u ch  o f in tere st am o n gst th e  
in ve rteb ra te s. S evera l g ro u p s h ave  b een  ex ten sive ly  s tu d ied , n o tab ly  th e  C o leo p tera  an d  M acro -
lep id o p tera , an d  n u m ero u s sp ec ie s co n fin ed  to  th e  ro ck y, w este rn  co asts o f B rita in  h ave  b een  
id en tified  a s re sid en t. T h e  b ee tles  w ere  m ain ly  su rveyed  in  th e  1 9 5 0 's  (G reen  e t a l, 1 9 5 1 ) an d  to  
d a te  ab o u t 2 1 5  sp ec ie s h ave  b een  reco rd ed  fro m  S k o k h o lm . C o asta l g ro u n d  b ee tles  a re  w ell-
rep re sen ted  an d  in c lu d e  th e  tin y  A ep u s ro b in i w h ich  in h ab its  c rev ices in  th e  in tertid a l zo n e , N o ti 
o p h ilu s  q u ad rip u n c ta tu s an d  S yn ch u s n iva lis  w h ich  h u n t o ve r san d y an d  g rav elly  a reas, an d  
C h laen iu s n ig rico rn is  w h ich  h as b een  fo u n d  u n d e r s to n es b y th e  N o rth  P o n d . T h e  seaso n a l 
ab u n d an ce  o f carcasses acco u n ts  fo r th e  p resen ce  o f th e  lo ca l sex to n -b ee tle  N ecro p h o ru s 
in terru p tu s w h ils t rab b it d u n g  m u st k eep  th e  sca rab aeid s T yp h aeu s typ h o eu s an d  A p h o d iu s 
ic te r icu s b u sy . T ro x  scab er, an o th er scarab ae id , o ccu rs  in  W h eatear 's  n e sts  b u t m u st a lso  in h ab it 
S h ea rw a ter b u rro w s. S ev era l sca rce  w eev ils  h ave  b een  reco rd ed  an d  th e  to rto ise  b ee tle  C assid a  
h em isp h ae ria  w as tak en  on  S ea C am pion  S ilene  m aritim e in  1948  and  1949 . 

R  M  L o ck ley e stab lish ed  th e  firs t B ritish  B ird  O b serva to ry  o n  S k o k h o lm  in  1 9 3 3  an d , u n til th e  
c lo su re  o f th e  O b se rva to ry  in  1 9 7 6 , th e  is lan d  m ad e  a  s ign ifican t co n trib u tio n  to  th e  s tu d y o f b ird  
m igra tio n  in  B rita in . In sec t m ig ra tio n  h as n o t go n e  u n n o ticed  an d  th e  o n ly  B ritish  reco rd  o f th e  
sp ec tacu lar A m erican  m o th  U te th e isa  p u lch e lla  is  fro m  S k o k h o lm  in  Ju ly  1 9 4 8  (th o u gh  th is  m ay  
h ave  b een  p assage-assis ted ). T h e  Y ello w -w in ged  D arter S ym p e tru m  flaveo lu m  (O d o n a ta) 
cap tu red  o n  2 9  A u gu st 1 9 5 5  w as an  au th en tic  im m igran t; th is  w as a  year w h en  seve ra l w e re  
o b served  in  so u th e rn  E n g lan d  b u t it is very  rare ly  seen  in W ales. 

A  su b stan tia l lis t o f m ac ro -lep id o p tera  h as b een  co m p iled  (L aw m an , 1 9 7 9 ) an d  e lev en  sp ec ies  a re  
co n sid ered  to  b e  n a tio n a lly  sca rce . T h ese  are , p red ic tab ly , a ll o f co asta l o rig in  an d  in c lu d e  th e  
c liff-d w ellin g  B lack -b an d ed  P o lym ix tis  x an th o m ista  an d  T h rift C lea rw in g  B em b ec ia  
m u scaefo rm is, an d  th e  lich en -feed in g  M arb led  G reen  C ryp h ia  m u ra lis  an d  H o ary Fo o tm an  
E ilem a g riseo la . T w en ty-th ree  sp ec ies  o f b u tte rflies  h ave  b een  rep o rted  b u t o n ly  e leven  are  
rega rd ed  as  co m m o n  an d  th e  D ark  G reen  F ritilla ry  A rgyn n is  ag la ja  is  b e lieved  to  h ave  b eco m e 
ex tin c t th ro u gh  o ver-co llec tin g . 

T h e  effec ts  o f iso la tio n  o n  in v erteb ra te  m o rp h o lo gy h as a ttrac ted  th e  a tten tio n  o f tax o n o m ists an d  
n a tu ra lis ts  to  m an y is lan d s an d  S k o k h o lm  h as its  sh are  o f in te re stin g  fo rm s. S am p les o f th e  
C o m m o n  F ie ld  G rassh o p p e r C h o rth ip p u s b ru n n eu s h ave  b een  sh o w n  to  b e  s ign ifican tly  sm alle r 
th an  th e ir m a in lan d  co u n te rp arts an d  th e  C o m m o n  E arw ig  



F o rficu la au ricu laria h as ex cep tio n ally  lo n g  m ale  cerci. T h e  V io let G ro u n d  B eetle C arab u s 
v io laceu s o n  th e is lan d  is  referab le to  the  varie ty  asp erip en n is , w h ich  h as a  p ro n o u n ced  elytral 
scu lp tu re and  is usually found  along the E nglish  sou th  coast. 

O th er g ro u p s, such  as  th e sp id ers and  sp rin g tails, h av e a lso  b een  w ell-s tu d ied  o n  S k o k h o lm  b u t 
th ere is  u n d o u b ted ly m u ch  sco p e fo r fu rth er research . T h e  islan d  is  leased  to  th e W est W ales 
T ru st fo r N atu re C o n serv atio n  an d  acco m m o d atio n  is  av ailab le fo r w eek -lo n g  stays th ro u gh o u t 
th e  su m m er. A ltern ativ ely , d ay-trip s are  ru n  fro m  D ale -  co n tact W W TNC  for details. 
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T H E  S P ID E R S  O F  C O R S  C A R O N  (S N 6 9 -6 4 -), C E R E D IG IO N  - K  C A T L E Y  

S in ce  S ep tem b er 1 9 8 5  I h av e b een  en gaged  in  a  su rv ey o f th e  sp id er fau n a  o f C o rs  C aro n  
N atio n al N atu re  R eserv e. T h is  v ery n eg lected  g ro u p  h av e b een  p o o rly  rep resen ted  in  th e p ast 
w ith  little  w o rk  h av in g  b een  carried  o u t in  C ered ig io n , o r in d eed  in  D yfed  as  a w h o le. T h e  
em in en t arach n o lo g ist G  H  L o ck ett v is ited  C o rs C aron  in  A u gu st 1 9 5 7  an d  reco rd ed  3 0  
sp ecies  an d  R  J P ark er ad d ed  a fu rth er tw o  in  1 9 6 3 . A t p resen t th e sp ecies  lis t stan d s at 9 2 . 

C o rs C aro n  is  an  area  o f so m e 8 0 0  h ectares  in  th e  u p p er T eifi v alley, ly in g  b e tw een  
P o n trh yd fen d igaid  an d  T regaro n . It co m p rises  th ree  raised  b o gs -  th e  N E , S E  an d  W est -  an d  
is  b isec ted  b y th e riv er T eifi. O f th e  th ree , th e W est B o g  is  th e  b est p reserv ed  an d  least 
d is tu rb ed  b y p eat cu ttin g  an d  fire d am age. A s a  g ro u p , th e o p p o rtu n ist sp id ers ex p lo it a lm o st 
ev ery h ab itat an d  o n  th e b o g  th ey p articu larly  o ccu r in  th e fo llo w in g  zo n es. S p h agn u m  (d o w n  
to  a d ep th  o f 1 2  cm ), G ro u nd  lev el ( in  l i t t e r ,  g rass an d  h eath er ro o ts), M o lin ia (b o th  at th e  
b ase o f tu sso ck s an d  h igh er u p  in  th e s tem s), R eed  g rass  (o n  th e T eifi flo o d  p la in ). H eath er 
(w ith  w eb  sp in n in g  tak in g  p lace a t th e  to p s o f p lan ts), an d  fin a lly  T rees (o n  fo liage o f b irch , 
ald er an d  w illo w  in  th e  p erip h era l C arrs). In  all, I h av e reco rd ed  so m e six teen  fam ilies  
o ccu p yin g  all o f th e h ab itats o u tlin ed  ab o v e. 

T h e v egetatio n  o f th e ra ised  bog proper does not 
norm ally g ro w  o v er 2 5  cm  an d  co n seq u en tly  
spiders of the fam ily A raneidae (th e  o rb  w eb  
sp in n ers) are lim ited  to  sp ecies  w h ich  b u ild  at th e 
lo w er lev els. H ere w e can  fin d  A galen atea red ii 
(b o th  th e typ ica l fo rm  and  the variety / ), 
Lariniodes cornutus, H ypsosinga p ygm aea -  a  lo cal 
sp ecies , A ran eu s quad ratus and  S inga ham ata. 
S in ga h am ata  is an  ex trem ely lo cal sp id er an d  
C o rs  C aro n  is the only know n site for the species in  
W ales. It is a very hand som e sp ider w ith  d istinct 
cream  abdom inal m arkings on a sep ia  b ack gro u n d , 
an d  is easily  recognisable in the field. The w eb  is  
sp u n  a t th e  to p  o f heath er an d  g rasses  an d  later in  
th e  year is to be found w ith the pinkish egg cocoon. 
S inga, I am  happy to  say is p lentiful on all three 
bogs and  appears to  be th riv ing. 

In  the reco lon ised  peat cu ttings of the SE B og W e 
find a m uch ta lle r g ro w th  o f h eath er, p articu larly  
o n  th e b an k s; h ere  the A raneidae population 
com prises 

ARANAEA 

 
D ic tyn a  a ru n d in acea  



su ch  sp ec ie s  as  A ran eu s  d iad em atu s ( th e  co m m o n  g a rd en  sp id er) , M ete llin a  seg m en ta ta  an d  
M . m en g e i. A n o th er  co m m o n  b u t v ery  in teres tin g  little  sp id er  is  D ic tyn a  a ru n d in acea  w h ich  
b u ild s  its  u n m is tak eab le  v e il w eb  o n  th e  to p s  o f h ea th er  a ll o v er  C o rs  C a ro n . D . a ru n d in acea  
b e lo n g s to  th e  C rib e lla te  g ro u p  o f sp id ers  w h o  secre te  an d  sp in  th e ir  s ilk  in  a  sp ec ia l w ay . A s 
w ell as  th e  n o rm a l sp in n ere ts  th ey  p o ssess  an  o rg an  ca lled  th e  C rib e llu m , w h ich  p ro d u ces  an  
in c red ib ly  th in  s ilk  (o n e  h u n d red th  a s  th in  as  n o rm a l o rb  w eb  silk ) . T h is  s ilk , w h ich  a lth o u g h  
n o t co a ted  w ith  g lu e , is  in tr in sica lly  s tick y  b ecau se  o f its  fin en ess , an d  is  a lm o s t lik e  a  sp id er  
W o o l. It is  card ed  b y  sp ec ia l b r is tles  o n  th e  m eta ta rsu s  o f leg  IV  ( th e  ca lam istru m ) to  
p ro d u ce  th e  ch arac ter is tic  b lu ish  w eb  o f th e  c r ib e lla te s .  

O ften  v e ry  la rg e  fly in g  in sec ts  a re  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  w eb  o f D . a ru n d in acea  w h ich  co u ld  n o t 
b e  cau g h t b y  th e  n o rm a l 's tick y ' w eb s  o f th e  o rb  w eav ers . A lth o u g h  o n ly  3  m m  lo n g , th ey  
w ill tack le  an y  la rg e  fly in g  in sec t th a t b lu n d ers  in to  th e ir  sn a re . 

T h e  v as t a rea s o f M o lin ia  o n  th e  ran d  an d  reco lo n ised  p ea t cu ttin g s  o f th e  S E  B o g  p ro v id e  a 
hom e fo r m any species 'includ ing m em bers o f the fam ily  C lubionidae. T h ese u n d is tin g u ish ed , 
m ed iu m -s ized  sp id ers  a ll ten d  to  b e  o f th e  sam e b ro w n  co lo u r  w i t h  n o  p a tte rn  an d  are  
co n seq u en tly  d ifficu lt to  id en tify  in  th e  fie ld . T h ey  b u ild  th e ir  ch a rac ter is tic  eg g  sacs b y  
fo ld in g  o v er  th e  en d  o f a  b lad e  o f g ra ss , a  h ab it to  w h ich  M o lin ia  len d s itse lf  p a r ticu lar ly  
w ell; th ese  can  b e  seen  in  g rea t ab u n d an ce  fro m  Ju ly  o n w ard s. T h e  sp ec ie s  so  fa r  reco rd ed  
in c lu d e: C lu b io n ia  rec lu sa , C . s tag n a tilis , C . tr iv ia lis  an d  C . d iv ersa. 

T h e  w et g ro u n d  lay er  o f th e  W est B o g  seem s to  b e  fav o u red  b y  an o th e r  in tere stin g  sp id er  - 
th e T h erid iid , E u ryop is flavom acu lata. N orm ally m em bers o f the T heridiidae are sp in n ers o f 
tan g led  th ree  d im en tio n al w eb s, b u t E . flav o m acu lta  ap p ears to  h av e  ab an d o n ed  w eb -m ak in g  
a ll to g e th er  in  fav o u r  o f an  ac tiv e  h u n tin g  life . T h ey  ap p ear  to  h av e  d ev elo p ed  a  lik in g  fo r  
an ts  in  p ar ticu lar , a s  w ell a s  o th er  sm all a r th ro p o d s. A lth o u g h  w id esp read  in  B rita in  it is  
co n s id e red  to  b e  ra re  an d  u n til d isco v ered  o n  C o rs  F o ch n o  recen tly , C o rs  C aro n  w as th e  o n ly  
W elsh  s ite . A n o th er v ery  lo cal T h erid iid  fo u n d  am o n gst th e  m o ss o f th e  W est B o g  is  R o b ertu s 
a ru n d in e ti, a  sp id er  w ith  v e ry  lim ited  d is tr ib u tio n  in  W ales . F in a lly , b efo re  w e  leav e  th e  
T h e rid iid s , if  yo u r  in tere st is  in  b ird s  in s tead  o f sp id ers  an d  yo u  v i s i t  th e  o b serv a tio n  to w er  
o n  th e  ra ilw ay  w a lk , th e  sp id ers  in  g rea t p ro fu s io n  in  th e  ro o f tru sses  a re  S tea to d a  b ip u n cta ta . 
T h is  is  a  co m m o n  sp id er  a ro u n d  h o u ses an d  ap p ears  to  b e  d o in g  a  g ran d  jo b  k eep in g  d o w n  th e 
flies  in  th e  h id e!  

T h e  cro w n  o f th e  W est an d  S o u th  E as t B o g s  are  a lso  h o m e  to  th ree  lo ca l sp ec ies  o f th e  fam ily 
H ahniidae A ntistea elegans, H ahn ia helv eo la and  H ahn ia pusilla. T hese very  sm all sp id e rs , 3  
m m , a re  re la ted  to  th e  fam ilia r  h o u se  sp id ers , an d  th ey  b u ild  tin y  sh ee t w eb s in  th e  
S p h ag n u m  an d  d e tr itu s . A t th e  o th e r  ex trem e o f s ize , in  th e  fam ily  G naphosidae, w e fin d  tw o  
fierce  n o ctu rn al h u n ters, D rasso d es lap id o su s an d  H ap lo d rassu s s ig n ife r  -  th e  fo rm er  m easu rin g  
in  a t b e tw een  1 5  an d  2 0  m m . N eith er  sp ec ies  sh o w  a  p a r ticu lar  p refe ren ce  fo r  w et a reas  b u t 
b o th  are  o b v io u s ly  d o in g  w e ll d u r in g  th e ir  n igh tly p row ls o f the W est B og. 

M en tio n  m u st a lso  b e  m ad e  o f th e  o n ly  m em b er  o f th e  fam ily  S a lticidae ( th e  ju m p in g  
sp id ers )  I h av e  fo u n d  o n  C o rs  C aro n . N eo n  re ticu la tu s  is  fo u n d  co m m o n ly  a ll o v e r  th e  b o g  in  
d eep  w et S p h ag n u m  an d  seem s to  sh o w  a  rem ark ab le  h ab ita t to le ran ce  as  I h av e  also  fo u n d  
th e  sp ecies  u n d er lim esto n e  scree h igh  o n  th e N o rth  Y o rk sh ire  m o o rs!  

T h e  L ycosidae (w o lf sp id ers )  a re  to  b e  fo u n d  in  g rea t ab u n d an ce  o n  th e  b o g  an d  co m p rise  th e  
sp ec ies  o f P ard o sa  am en ta ta , P . p u lla ta , P . n ig r icep s  an d  T ro ch o sa  te rr ico la . In  th e  w ette r  
a reas  w e  fin d  P ira ta  p irac ticu s , A rc to sa  leo p ard u s  an d  P ira ta  u lig in o su s, th e  las t tw o  b e in g  o f 
lim ited  d is tr ib u tio n  in  W ales . T h ese  are  th e  d ay tim e  h u n ters  w h o  b u ild  n o  sn are  b u t a re  
ex trem e ly  ac tiv e , p a r ticu la rly  in  su n sh in e .  



F ew  p eo p le  rea lise th at th e L in yp h iid ae (m o n ey sp id ers) co m prise  so m e tw o -fifth s o f th e  
to tal B ritish  sp id er lis t o f 6 2 0 . T h ese  sm all sp id ers av erage o n ly 2 .5  m m , an d  d u e  to  th e ir  
sm all s ize an d  gen eral lack  o f d is tin gu ish in g  m ark s, p articu larly  in  the  su b  fam ily  E rigo n e, 
can  b e  very d ifficu lt to  id en tify . M an y sp ecies  o f th is fam ily  can  o n ly b e  fo u n d  b y g ru b b in g  
ab o u t in  th e  S p h agn u m  an d  m o sses w h ere  th ey b u ild  sm all sh eet w eb s. In  th e m ain , th e ir  p rey 
w o u ld  co m p rise  C o llem b o la , sm all D ip tera  an d  o th er sp id ers . S p h agn u m  is  an  ex trem ely 
im p o rtan t m icro h ab itat o n  th e  b o g , p ro v id in g  rem ark ab ly stab le  tem p era tu res  an d  h u m id ity  
lev els  fo r m o st o f th e year. M atu re ad u lts o f m an y sp ecies  can  b e fo u n d  th ro u gh o u t th e w in ter 
in  th is h ab itat. S o m e o f m y m o re in terestin g  finds am ongst the L inyphiidae are: 

W alck en aeria n o d o sa -  a  sp id er o f m o ss in  w o o d s an d  m arsh es, w id esp read  in  B ritain  b u t 
v ery lo cal w ith  lim ited  d istrib u tio n  in  W ales. 

W alck en aeria atro tib ia lis  -  fo u n d  in  m o ss an d  g rass an d  a lth o ugh  it h as  a w id e  d istrib u tio n  is  
v ery lo cal in  W ales. F ie ld  id en tificatio n  is  fairly  easy in  th is sp ecies  as  th e b lack  h ead  
co n trasts  sh arp ly  w ith  th e o ran ge carap ace, an d  th e tib ia  o f legs I an d  II are  also  clearly  
m ark ed  w ith  b lack . 

W alck en aeria k o ch i -  th is sp id er w as a lso  reco rd ed  b y Lo ck ett in  1 9 5 7  an d  seem s to  b e 
th riv in g  in  th e  S p h agn u m  o f th e S E  an d  W est B o gs; it is m ain ly  a n o rth ern  sp ecies  and  very 
local. 

B aryp h ym a p raten sis  -  I w as lu ck y to  fin d  a  m ale  an d  fem ale o f th is  rare  sp id er, d eep  in  a 
clu m p  o f M o lin ia o n  th e  ran d  o f th e W est B o g  in  early  M ay; it is a  sp id er o f w et river 
m ead o w s b u t it is  a lso  fo u n d  in  S p h agn u m  an d  h as n o t p rev io u sly  b een  reco rded  in W ales. 

S ilo m eto p u s elegan s -  th is tin y sp id er, 1 .5  m m , w as tak en  in  a  p itfa ll trap  o n  th e cro w n  o f the  
W est B o g . It is  fo u nd  in  w et m arsh y areas, an d  h as a  v ery lim ited  W elsh  d istribu tion . 

T aran u cu s seto su s -  again  th is  sp id er h as v ery lim ited  d is trib u tion , an d  is fo u n d  in  sw am p y 
areas b u t o n  C o rs  C aro n  it can  b e  fo u n d  am o n gst th e  ro o ts  o f h ea th er also . T h is  sp id er is  q u ite 
s trik in g  an d  can  b e  id en tified  in  th e field  b y its  b arred  ab d o m en  an d  v ery lo n g  legs. 

A llo m en gea  sco p igera  -  a  sp id er o f w et areas b u t w ith  lim ited  d istrib u tio n  in  W ales, a  m ain ly  
n o rth ern  sp ecies  in  B ritain . 

A llo m en gea  v id u a -  v ery s im ilar to  th e  last sp ecies  b u t its  d is trib u tio n  is  m ain ly  to  th e n o rth  
an d  east o f B ritain . It w as fo u n d  fo r th e first tim e in  W ales, fa irly  recen tly , at th e K en fig  
N atu re  R eserv e in  M id  G lam o rgan . B o th  sp ecies  w ere  fo u n d  in  reed  g rass on  the T eifi flood  
p lain . 

In  all, over 5 0  species o f Linyphiids have been  recorded  from  C ors C aron . 

R eco rd in g  th e  sp id er fau n a o f C o rs C aron  h as p ro v ed  a  w o rth w h ile an d  p leasu rab le 
ex p erien ce, an d  w ith  its  rich  d iv ersity  o f m icro -h ab itats th ere are still m an y m o re yet to  b e 
fo u n d . T o  d ate  it h as p ro v id ed  2 5  n ew  record s fo r C ered ig io n  an d  th ree  sp id ers  new  to  W ales 
- E uryop is flavom aculata, S inga ham ata and  B aryphym a pratensis. 

S h o u ld  an yo n e w ish  to  sen d  sp id ers  fo r id en tifica tio n , p articu larly  fro m  C ered ig io n , I w ill b e 
p leased  to  rece iv e th em  in  a tu b e o f 7 0 %  alco h o l w ith  relev an t d eta ils. F in ally  I sh o u ld  lik e to  
ex p ress  m y sin cere th an k s to  Jo h n  D av is, th e W ard en , fo r all h is h elp  and  encouragem ent. 



 

CORS CARON SPECIES LIST 

Family Dictynidae 

Dictyna arundinacea 

Family Gnaphosidae 

Drassodes lapidosus 
Haplodrassus signifer 

Family Clubionidae 

Clubiona reclusa 
Clubiona stagnatilis 
Clubiona diversa 
Clubiona trivialis 

Family Liocranidae 

Scotina gracilipes 

Family Zoridae Zora 
spinimana 

Family Thomisidae 

Xysticus cristatus 

Family Philodromidae 

Philodromus aureolus 
Tibellus oblongus 

Family Salticidae  
Neon reticulatus 

Family Lycosidae 
P ard o sa  p u lla ta  
P ard o sa  a m e n ta ta  
P ardosa  n ig riceps 
T ro c h o sa  te rr ico la  
A rc to sa leop ard us 
P ira ta  p irac ticu s  
P irata  u ligin ous  

Family Pisauridae 
Pisaura mirabilis 

Family Hahniidae 
Antistea elegans 
Hahnia helveola 
Hahnia pusilla 

Family Theridiidae 
E uryo pis  flavom acu la ta  
S te a to d a  b ip u n c ta ta  
T herid io n  b im acu la tu m  
T herid io n  p allens 
R o b er tu s  a ru n d in e ti 
Pholcom m a gibbum  

Family Tetragnathidae 

T etrag n a th a  e x ten sa  
P ac h ygn a th a  c le rc k i 

Family Metidae 

M e te llin a  se gm en ta ta  
M ete llin a m en ge i 
Z ygie lla  x-n o ta ta  
Z ygie lla  a tr ica  

Family Araneidae 
A raneus d iadem atus 
A raneus quadra tus 
L arin iod es co rnu tus 
N u c te n e a  u m b ra tica  
A ga le n a te a  re d ii 
H ypsosinga pygm aea 
S in ga  h a m ata  

Family Linyphiidae 
C e ra tin e lla  b rev ip e s  
C e ra tin e lla  b rev is  
W alckenaeria  acu m ina ta  
W alck en a e ria  a n tic a  
W alckenaeria nodosa 
W alckenaeria  a tro tib ia lis  
W alckenaeria  nudipalp is 
W alckenaeria  un icorn is 
W alckenaeria  koch i 
D icym bium  nigrum  
G nathonarium  den ta tum  
D ism odicus bifrons 
H ypom m a b itubercu latum  
B aryphym a pra tensis  
G onatium  rubens  
M aso sundevalli 
P ocadicnem is pum ila  
O edothorax  tubero su s 
P elecopsis m engei 
S ilom etopus elegans  
T iso vagans  
L ophom m a punctatum  
M icrargus herb igradus 
S av ig n a  fro n ta ta  
D iplocephalus perm ixtus 
E rigone  den tipa lp is   
E rig o n e  a tra   
L ep to rhop tu m  rob ustum  
D repanotylus unca tu s 
H a lo ra te s  d is tin c tu s  
A ph ileta  m isera   
A gyne ta  decora  
C e n tro m eru s  d ilu tu s   
T a llu s ia  ex p e rta   
S aa ris te a  ab n o rm is  
M acrargus ru fus 
B a thyp hantes ap prox im atu s 
B a th yp h an tes  g ra c ilis  
B a thyp hantes parvu lus 
K a es tn eria  p u lla ta  
T aranu cens setosus 
L e th yp h an te s  ten u is  
L ethyphantes zim m erm an ni 
L e th yp h an te s  c ris ta tu s  
L ethyphantes m en ge i 
L e th yp h an te s  e ric ae u s  
M icrolinyphia pusilla 
A llom engea scopigera 
A llom engea vidua 
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FIELD MEETING - GWAUN GARTHENOR A LLANIO-ISAF (22/635556) VC46, 5 JULY 
1986 – A P FOWLES 
  
T his com plex  of w etland  habita ts on  the flood -p la in  of the A fon T eifi p roved  to  be a  
su itable v en u e  fo r th e  seco n d  D IG  fie ld  m ee tin g  o f th e  yea r a s th e  v a rie ty  o f v ege ta tion  
typ es su p p o rted  a  w id e  ran g e  o f in v e rteb ra tes  w ith  en o u gh  to  in te rest a ll p resen t. M u ch  
o f the  site  is com posed  o f a  sedge-rich  flood-p la in  m ire  w ith  periphera l A lder A lnus 
g lu tinosa  and  G rey  W illow  S alix  c inerea  carr and  there  are  a lso  areas o f Sharp -flow ered  
R ush  Juncus acu tiflorus poo r-fen  and  a  sm all basin  m ire  se t in  a  pocket o f w et heath . 

A  d istinguished  group of tw elve D IG  m em bers gathered  on  an overcast bu t prom ising  
m o rn in g  and  a fte r en du rin g  a  p o tted  h is to ry  o f the  site  w e n t th e ir o w n  w ays to  su rve y  
th e ir o w n  p a rtic u la r g ro up s. P rev io u sly  th e re  h ad  b een  few  re co rd s o f in v e rte b ra tes from  
G a rth eno r a lth o u g h  A rth u r C h a te r h ad  ca rrie d  o u t a  co m p reh en siv e  su rv ey  o f th e  
m o llu scs an d  id en tified  th e  p resen ce  o f V e rtig o  lilljeb o rg i o n  the  flo o d -p la in . D u rin g  the  
m ee tin g  he  con firm ed  that th is species o f w horl Snail has a  strong  popu la tion  am ongst 
Juncus litte r o n  th e  m ire  - th e  T e ifi v a lley  rep resen ts  th e  so u th e rn  l i m i t  o f its ran g e  in  
B rita in . T w o  o ther w horl snails, V ertigo  an tive rtigo  and  V  substria ta , w ere  reco rded  
am ongst the  tw en ty-seven  species iden tified  - bo th  o f w h ich  are  considered  as ind icato rs o f 
und istu rbed  w etland  hab ita ts. 

T he strong  D ip terist p resence  a t the  m ee ting  resu lted  in  a  com prehensive  list 
encom passing  a  b ro ad  ran ge  o f fam ilie s . A lan  S tu b bs rec o rd ed  an  im p ressive  to ta l o f 
fo rty -tw o  sp ec ies o f craneflies, inc lud ing  the  nationally  sca rce  L im noph ila  abdom inalis 
and  P ilaria  m erid iana . In  th e  ab senc e  o f "squ id g e"  h e  tu rne d  h is a tten tio n s to  lace ra tin g  
M arsh  T h istle  C irsium  pa lu stris  b u t a ll w as rev ea led  w h en  th e  d istin c tiv e , s tem -m in in g  
la rv ae  o f th e  h o v erfly  C heilosia alb ip ila w ere found. H overflies w ere  ex tensively recorded  
and  forty-three species listed , a  th ird  o f th e  co u n ty  to ta l. O f ch ie f in te rest w as th e  cap tu re  
o f a  s in g le  M ic rod o n  m utab ilis  by  A n n e  an d  S tep h en  C o k er. T h is is  a  ra re  sp ec ies  o f w e t 
h ea th s, w h ere  the  slug-like larvae  live in  association  w ith  an t-nests. 

T h e  sm all sec tio n  o f w e t h ea th  a ttrac te d  c on sid e rab le  a tten tio n  an d  K efyn  C a tle y  sp en t 
m u ch  o f th e  d ay  h un ting  th e re  fo r sp id e rs . T h is p rod u ced  th ree  n ew  c ou n ty  re co rd s - th e  
W olf-spider Pirata hygrophilus and tw o M oney-spiders, M etopobractus prom inulus and 
H ila ira  exc isa  - ou t o f a  to ta l o f tw en ty-fou r species reco rded . 

B u tte rflie s and  d rag o n flie s  h av e  g en era lly  h ad  a  ra th e r p o o r seaso n  in  w est W ales  b u t a  
h an d fu l o f S m all P e a rl-b o rd e red  F ritilla rie s B o lo ria  se len e  e n joyed  th e  a fte rn o o n  su n  and  
n ine  spec ies o f O donata  w ere  on  the  w ing . T he S carce  B lue-ta iled  D am se lfly  Ischnura  
p u m ilio  w as w id esp re ad  o n  th e  sh a llow  m eso -tro p h ic  d itch es o f th e  flo o d -p la in  an d  it w as 
in teresting  to  com pare the  tw o D em oiselles, C aloptery sp lendens and  C  v irgo . T he 
a ttrac tiv e , day -fly in g  S ca rle t T ig e r M o th  C a llim o rp h a  d o m in u la  w a s a lso  seen  in  sm all 
numbers. 

A lthough G w aun  G arthenor a  L lan io -isaf is a  re la tively  sm all site  (18 .7  hectares) the  
d iv e rsity  o f w e tla nd  ha b ita ts  p ro v id ed  m u ch  en jo ym en t fo r a ll p re sen t an d  th e  fiv e  h o u rs 
seem ed to  pass very quick ly. O pportunities to  learn  new  sam pling  techniques and  to  d iscuss 
spec ific  id en tific a tio n  p ro b lem s w ere  a  w e lco m e asp ec t o f th e  m ee tin g  an d  o u r th an k s g o  
to  th e  W o o d lan d  T rust an d  D r P e te r B o u rne  fo r a llo w in g  ac cess . It is  re ad ily  ap p aren t 
fro m  the  list o f in te restin g  fin d s th a t G w au n  G arth en o r a  L la n io -isa f is a  v a lu ab le  site  fo r 
th e  c on se rv a tio n  o f w e tlan d  in v erteb ra te s a nd  it is  co m fo rtin g  to  kn o w  th a t it is  in  such 
sym pathetic hands. 

T h e  la rge  co lo ny  o f V e rtig o  lilljeb o rg i o n  th e  L lan io -isa f flo o d -p la in  is o f g rea t in te re st 
an d  it is  h o p ed  th a t p e rio d ic  floo d in g  co n tin u es an d  tha t en c ro ach m en t b y  S a lix  c in e rea  



bushes is resisted. An increase in grazing pressure may be beneficial but perhaps manual removal of 
small bushes before they become fully established will be necessary. The Woodland Trust property 
contains a large area of willow and alder carr which supports local species of wetland Diptera but 
equally important are the open communities in their care. Particularly valuable is the small section of 
wet heath and basin mire which is already being invaded by saplings. It is imperative that this 
extension of the carr is held in check and the prompt removal of saplings, coupled with the re-
introduction of light grazing, should be seen as a management priority. Limited woodland 
development on the disturbed areas of the site will provide valuable shelter for insects and serve to 
enrich the overall wildlife value of the reserve. 

FIELD MEETING - PENGELLY FOREST (22/130390) VC45, 9 AUGUST 1986 - S J COKER 

The venue for the August field meeting was Pengelly Forest in north Pembrokeshire. This is the 
largest block of ancient woodland in south-west Wales and historical descriptions of its type and use 
date from as early as the 16th Century. Within the woodland, a wide range of stand types are present, 
including good examples of habitats typical of southwest Wales, as well as Pedunculate 
Oak/Ash/Hazel lowland plateau woodland unknown elsewhere in west Wales. The woodland is 
owned by the Forestry Commission but managed by the WWTNC. In recent years, management by 
the Trust using MSC schemes has increased both access to the various habitats within the woodland 
and the value of the habitats themselves. 

The construction of paths and the felling of trees to provide clearings and rides through the wood has 
provided new habitat and the selected felling of trees is aimed at providing a more varied age-
structure which will enhance the woodland habitats. 

In uncharacteristic bright sunshine the party set off around the wood. In both the clearings and along 
the rides Silver-washed Fritillaries Argynnis paphia were common. Also surprisingly common, along 
the long woodland ride, was the dragonfly Cordulegaster boltoni - a mating pair found in a bush 
providing an ideal photographic subject in the sunlight. 

A total of twenty-five species of land molluscs were recorded including the local snails Zenobiella 
subrufescens and Vertigo substriata. The dry, acidic conditions prevailing throughout the woodland 
are generally rather species-poor for molluscs but more slugs could be expected to be found in 
autumn and winter, including the 'ancient woodland indicator' Limax cinereoniger. 

Hoverflies however were abundant. Five species of 'Xylota
’
 were seen including X florum and 

Brachypalpoides lenta. The lunch site, a woodland clearing with a stream and various felled timber 
(including the seats and bridges) proved particularly attractive to these species. Also found here was 
Ferdinandea cuprea. 



DIPTERA : SYRPHIDAE 

NOTABLE HOVERFLIES OF DINEFWR CASTLE WOODS (VC44 - 22/611217) - G W HOPKINS 

T h e D in efw r C as tle  W o o d s  re se rve  co n sis ts  o f  so m e  2 6  h ec ta res  o f  m ix ed  b ro ad -leaved  w o o d lan d  
o w n ed  b y  th e  W est W a les  T ru s t fo r N a tu re  C o n se rva tio n  an d  o ve rlo o k in g  th e  w aterm ead o w s o f  
A fo n  T y w i. T h e  b es t sec tio n s o f  th e  reserve  fo r h o ve rf lies  - f lo rife ro u s, su n n y  a rea s - lie  aw ay  fro m  
th e  ro u tes  tak en  b y  th e  gen era l v is ito r . A  d e to u r aw ay  fro m  th e  p a th  to  th e  C as tle , a lo n g  th e  so u th ern  
ed ge  o f  th e  w o o d , le ad s  i n t o  th e  o n ly  a rea  w h e re  th e  co m m o n er X y lo ta  sp ec ies  (X  segn is  an d  X  
sy lva ru m ) are  regu la rly  seen  an d  X  f lo ru m  an d  B rachypalpo id es len ta  have  also  been  reco rded . 

B eyo n d  th e  C astle  to w ard s  th e  P u m p  H o u se  is  an  a rea  w h ich  is  su n lit o n ly  in  th e  a f te rn o o n . H ere  
R h in g ia  ro s tra ta  can  b e  fo u n d  feed in g  o n  th e  f lo w ers  o f  E n ch an te r 's  N igh tsh ad e  C ircaea  lu te tiana  and  
C reep ing  T h istle  C irsium  arven se . F ive in d iv idua ls  w ere seen  on  8  +  11  A u gust 1 9 8 6 , th e  b righ ter 
ab d o m en  b e in g  a  u se fu l in itia l f ie ld  ch a rac te r to  d is tin gu ish  th em  fro m  th e ub iqu itous R  cam pestris . 
R h ingia ro stra ta  is  a  ra re (R ed  D ata B ook) species  o f w ood land s previously know n from  north -w est 
W ales and sou thern  E ngland . 

In  th e  n ea rb y  w a te rm ead o w s lie  th e  D in e fw r o x -b o w  lak es an d  h ere , o n  1 4  A u gu s t, I  fo u n d  tw o  
o th er n a tio n a lly  scarce  h o verf lie s  - A rc to p h ila  fu lva  an d  C a llice ra  aen ea . A  sin g le  sp ec im en  o f  C  
aen ea  w as  feed in g  o n  W ater P lan ta in  A lism a p lan tago -aq u atica  o n  th e  m arg in  o f  o n e  o f  th e  lak es . 
T h is  sp ec ies  is  d e sc rib ed  as  " p erh ap s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t d iff icu lt to  f in d "  (S tu b b s  an d  F a lk , 1 9 8 3 ) a s  it 
is  very  u n p red ic tab le  in  its  h ab ita t p re feren ce  b u t th e  la rvae  probably develop in dead w ood. 

R eferences: 

STU B B S, A  E  &  FA LK , S  J (1983) - B ritish H overflies.   B EN H S. 

MECOPTERA 

+ 

NEUROPTERA 

LACEWINGS AND SCORPION FLIES IN DYFED - M J MORGAN 

The Dipterist's Group held their annual one-week field meeting in Dyfed this year, based at Trinity 
College, Carmarthen. This was an excellent opportunity to collect Neuroptera and Mecoptera in 
numerous localities while engaged in general collecting. Other members of the group were 
encouraged to pass on any specimens which they came across. 

Ten species of Lacewings were found during the week, mostly fairly common ones, though previously 
recorded in few South Wales localities. The most interesting capture was of Hemerobius marginatus, 
several being found on mature deciduous trees at Abergorlech near the river. One of the less common 
Hemerobiids, marginatus has only ever been recorded once before in South Wales. Another species 
with few South Wales records, Nathanica capitata, was found at Gwaun Garthenor, Ceredigion, in 
early July, new to the vice-county. 

Scorpion-flies were caught at numerous localities: Panorpa germanica in 11 10 km squares and P 
communis in 10 squares. However, there are still no records at all for scorpion-flies in Pembrokeshire. 
I should be glad to receive specimens from anyone collecting there at any time. 



11 

COLEOPTERISTS AND DIPTERISTS IN DYFED - A P FOWLES 

In  th e  p ast tw elve  m o n th s D yfed  h as b een  fo rtu n ate  to  a ttrac t th e  a tten tio n  o f tw o  groups o f 
v isiting  specialists - the  B alfour-B row ne C lub  an d  the  D ip tera R ecord ing G roup . S in ce  th e  early  
1 9 7 0 's , w h en  th e  co u n ty  w as v isited  b y th e  W elsh  B io lo g ica l R eco rd in g  G roup (1973-1975) and 
briefly by the D iptera R ecording G roup (1975), invertebrate reco rd in g  h as re lied  la rge ly  o n  th e  
ac tiv ities  o f a  h an d fu l o f in te re sted  lo ca l n a tu ra lis ts . In  th is  resp ec t th e  co n trib u tio n  D yfed  h as 
m ad e  to  th e  vario u s B R C  A tlas  sch em es is  q u ite  rem ark ab le , p articu la rly  fo r p o p u lar g ro u p s 
su ch  a s th e  b u tte rflie s, d rag o n flie s an d  g rassh o p p ers . H o w ever, o u r k n o w led ge  o f th e  s ta tu s  an d  
co n se rva tio n  n eed s o f m any of the 'd ifficult' groups w ill probab ly alw ays depend upon su rveys 
m ade by specialists tem pted  to  sam p le the  un exp lo red  po ten tia l o f o u r w elcom ing  and  unspo ilt 
co un ty. 

T h e  B alfo u r-B ro w n e C lu b  a re  cu rren tly  co lla tin g  reco rd s fo r th e  B ritish  W ate r B ee tle  M ap p in g  
S ch em e an d  p re lim in ary  A tlases h ave  a lread y b een  p ro d u ced . D r G arth  F o ster an d  D av id  B ilto n  
v is ited  C e red ig io n  o n  1 1  an d  1 2  S ep tem b er 1 9 8 5 , ch iefly  to  in vestiga te  th e  fau n a  o f p e rig lac ia l 
s ite s . T h ey w ere  so m ew h at d isap p o in ted  in  th a t th e  re lic t sp ec ie s  th ey w ere  lo o k in g  fo r evad ed  
th em  b u t n o n eth e le ss  fifty-fiv e  sp ec ies  w ere  reco rd ed , in c lu d in g  a t lea st five  n ew  to  C ered ig io n . 
O f ch ief in te rest w as th e  co n firm atio n  o f th e con tinued  p resence  o f B idessus m inu tissim us in  
A fon  R heido l, w here  it w as d iscovered  in  1 9 4 7 . T h is  is  a  lo ca l sp ec ies  o f th e  lo w er reach es o f 
w este rn  riv ers  w h ich  h as d ec lin ed  d u e  to  p o llu tio n , can alisa tio n  an d  in creased  sed im en ta tio n . 
O th e r b ee tles  p ick ed  o u t fo r sp ec ia l m en tio n  w ere  D ero n ecte s la tu s  an d  B ago u s ?  tem p estivu s 
(A fo n  R h e id o l), G rap to d ytes  g ran u la ris  an d  A gab u s co n gen e r (L lan gyb i k e ttle -h o le ), an d  th e  
o ccu rren ce  o f th ree  E n o ch ru s sp ec ies  a t R h o s L law r-cw rt -  E . co arc ta tu s, E . o ch ro p teru s an d  E ._  

affin is. 

T he D iptera R ecording G roup held  their annual w eek-long m eeting at C arm arthen betw een 5  an d  
1 3  Ju ly  1 9 8 6  an d  e igh teen  m em b ers sam p led  a  w id e  ran ge  o f s ites  in  b o th  C a rm arth en sh ire  an d  
P em b ro k esh ire . W e lsh  n a tu ra lis ts  w ill n o t b e  su rp rised  to  learn  th a t h o rse flies  figu re  h igh  o n  
th e ir list an d  it d o es seem  to  h av e  b een  a  yea r o f a sto n ish in g  ab undance fo r T abanu s sudeticus 
(the la rgest B ritish  species). T he D olichopod idae  (Lon g-legged  F lies) y ie ld ed  severa l reco rd s o f 
in te re stin g  sp ec ies , p articu larly  in  co asta l lo ca lities . T h e  sp len d id  C arm arth en sh ire  d u n e  system s 
w ere  ex trem e ly  p ro d u c tive  an d  no tab le spec ies inc luded  the  hoverflies P la tycheirus im m argina tus 
an d  M icrodon  m utab ilis, th e  ro b b er fly  P am p o n eru s germ an icu s, th e  th erev id  D ia lin eu ra  an ilis , 
an d  th e  o titid  T etanops m yop inus. T he  greatest exc item en t w as reserved  fo r the  d iscovery o f a  
fungu s-gnat new  to  sc ience  w hose  nearest re la tives live in  A frica. 

T he visits of both  these groups have added considerably to  our know ledge of the in ve rteb ra te  fau n a  
o f D yfed  an d  o u r th an k s are  w arm ly ex ten d ed  to  th em  fo r 's tray in g  o ff th e  b ea ten  track '. T h e  
D IG  m em b ers w h o  w ere  fo rtu n a te  en o u gh  to  acco m p an y th ese  g ro u p s in  th e  fie ld  a ll b en e fited  
g rea tly  fro m  th e ir read in ess to  im p art k n o w led ge  an d  ad v ice  in  a  jo v ia l an d  in fo rm al m an n e r. 
L et u s  h o p e  th a t th ey fo u n d  en o u gh  to  tem p t th em  back  again  to  en joy the  riches o f w est W ales. 

R eferences: 
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