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A CHECKLIST OF BEES AND WASPS IN CARMARTHENSHIRE - I K Morgan 
 
Carmarthenshire (vc44) has been moderately well-recorded for its bee and wasp 
(Hymenoptera: Aculeata) fauna, with some 186 species recorded. This recording work was 
mostly undertaken in the years 1985-1994, with rather intensive collecting in the first few years 
of that decade and with a pronounced resurgence again in 1994. Hardly any recording work 
has been done in the 1995-98 period. Most of the field work was carried out by the author, 
aided by Mark Pavett. This effort was concurrent with recording being carried out in 
Pembrokeshire (S J Coker et al) and particularly in Glamorgan by Mark Pavett. All records are 
included in the annually-updated Recent Collecting of Aculeates in South and South-west 
Wales - a draft reference list (Morgan & Pavett, unpublished, Countryside Council for Wales, 
February 1998), which includes approximately 1600 records of aculeate hymenoptera from the 
afore-mentioned parts of Wales. As stated, in Carmarthenshire about 186 species have been 
recorded but there is still clear scope for additions to be made to the county’s fauna. Fowles, in 
the introduction to his ‘Provisional checklist’ (1996), correctly emphasizes the dynamic nature 
of invertebrate faunas, and doubtless there has been an ebb and flow with regard to the status 
of invertebrate species, aculeates included. All of us are aware of 'good years’ for Individual 
species where the numbers of records rise, independent of recording effort or techniques. 
Perhaps in aculeate terms, the most remarkable recent example has been the extraordinary 
spread of the so-called ‘bee wolf Philanthus triangulum which, hitherto, was classified 
as,RDB2 ('vulnerable’). It was recorded at Pennard (on Gower, vc41) by Mark Pavett in late 
August 1996 and is likely to have already colonized coastal Carmarthenshire. 
 
The recent range expansion of two Dolichovespula wasp species (media and saxonica) also 
makes these contenders for the county list. Even within the recent period when records were 
collected in Carmarthenshire, the writer has noted changes in status. The very distinctive 
wool-carder bee Anthidium manicatum was not recorded in the county until 1995, since when - 
in spite of greatly diminished recording effort - there have been several sightings. Indeed, 
others elsewhere in the country have noted an increase in this species (Else & Roberts In 
Edwards. 1997). 
  
Reference to the Glamorgan and Pembrokeshire records listed in Recent Collecting of 
Aculeates in South and South-west Wales will suggest other possible candidate species for 
Carmarthenshire. A curious anomaly is the apparent absence of Colletes cunicularius from the  

 



Carmarthenshire dune systems, for it occurs on Whiteford Burrows, Gower and at Kenfig. It is 
an early flier - coinciding with the flush of Salix repens flowers - and perhaps this has 

contributed to it being missed. Another species perhaps worth targeting would be the rare 
Stelis ornatula at the Llansteffan Hoplites claviventris site in late June/July. Also, the recently 
published Provisional atlas of the aculeate Hymenoptera of Britain and Ireland: Part 1 & 2 
Edwards, 1997, 1998) shows some older records for species which have not been 
encountered in the current recording phase - Oxybelus mandibularis (in SN30), for example. 
Additionally, one or two more recent examples are given. 
 
All species of the bees and wasps known to the author to be recorded in Carmarthenshire are 
listed. For Red Data Book (RDB), Notable (N) and Local (L) species, an explanation of these 
status category definitions and criteria is given in Fowles (1996). An asterisk after a site name 
—merely denotes that it is a sand-dune based locality. Underlined species names in the 
listings refer to those included, with accounts, in the Provisional Atlas (parts 1, 2 and 3). The 

ant fauna of Carmarthenshire is not reviewed in this summary. 
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* NB: This is updated annually, hence variation in date of cited appearance. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


