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T h e p resen t issu e  o f th e D IG  N ew sletter is d ev o ted  en tirely  to  an n u al rep o rts  b y th e  co u n ty 
recorders sum m arising the even ts and  h igh ligh ts o f 1986  as represen ted  by their ow n p articu lar 
fie ld  o f in terest. In  m an y resp ects  th is is  a  m ilesto n e in  b io lo g ica l reco rd in g  in  D yfed  b u t m o st 
p articu larly  b ecau se , fo r th e first tim e, a  syn thesis  o f th e  w o rk  o f en to m o lo g ists  in  th e th ree 
v ice-co u n ties  is  p resen ted  to geth er. A s a resu lt w e are ab le to  v iew  th e  effec ts  o f th e seaso n  on  
p o p u lar" g ro u p s fo r a  w id er geo grap h ical a rea  th an  w as p rev io u sly  p o ssib le , w e are ab le to  see 
w h ich  g ro u p s are cu rren tly  b e in g  s tu d ied  in  D yfed , an d  w e can  ju d ge w h ich  areas are  u n d er-
reco rd ed  an d  w h ich  g ro u p s w o u ld  rep ay further survey w ork . 

I am  firm ly o f th e o p in io n  th at there sh o u ld  b e so m e asp ect o f feed b ack  fro m  co u n ty record ers 
an d  th is n ew sletter is  d esig ned  to  sh o w  th e  n a tu ralis ts  o f D yfed  th at th e ir  reco rd s are v alu ab le 
an d  are p u t to  go o d  u se. I can  assu re yo u  th at th e jo b  o f reco rd er is a  v ery tim e-co n su m in g  o n e, 
b u t if w e are  to  p u t reco rd s to  a m ean in gfu l u se in  term s o f in v erteb rate co n serv atio n  w e m u st b e 
fu lly  su p p o rted  b y o u r co n trib u to rs . A ll o f th e  au th o rs  o f th e  rep o rts  w h ich  fo llo w  h av e  ap p ealed  
fo r a  g rea ter resp o n se  fro m  lo cal n a tu ralis ts : w ith o u t yo u  w e can n o t id en tify  the  co nserv atio n  
n eed s o f D yfed 's  in v erteb rate  fau na . A lth o u gh  fo r reaso n s o f eco no m y th is  rep ort co n cen trates 
la rgely  o n  scarce sp ecies , it is  also  essen tia l th at w e co n tin u e to  h av e  reco rd s o f th e co m m o n  
in h ab itan ts  o f th e reg io n  -  seaso n al an d  geograph ical variations in  abundance m ake them  of equal 
in terest as th e rarities. B io geo grap h ically , D yfed  co n tain s m an y elem en ts  o f th e  'M ed iterran ean ' 
fau n a  -  sp ecies  w h ich  are  fo u n d  a lo n g  th e w estern  seab o ard  o f E u ro p e  an d  in  th e  M ed iterran ean  
co u n tries , th e d rago n fly  Isch n u ra p u m ilio  an d  th e g ro u n d  b eetle E u ryn eb ria co m p lan ata  are 
go o d  ex am p les -  an d  o u r m ild er clim ate, so u th  o f th e  m ou n tains o f S n o w d o n ia, m u st h av e an  
effect o n  th e in v erteb rate fau n a . 

T h e ad d resses o f th e  relev an t co u n ty  reco rd ers can  b e  fo u n d  o n  th e  b ack  p ages o f D IG  1  -  
p lease spare th em  a th o u gh t th is  w in ter an d  ex tract yo u r reco rd s fro m  field  n o teb o o k s. W itho u t 
ex cep tio n , th ey d o  a m agn ificen t jo b  v o lu n tarily b ecau se  o f th e ir  d ev o tio n  to  in v erteb ra tes, b u t 
it can  b e a fru stra tin g  task  w ith o u t su p p o rt fro m  co lleag ues. T o  o b ta in  m ax im um  v alu e fro m  
yo u r reco rd s it is  h igh ly d esirab le th a t th ey are accom p an ied  b y a s ix -figu re  g rid  referen ce  b u t if 
yo u  are u n su re  o f th is co n tact yo u r reco rd ers  an yw ay an d  th ey w ill b e ab le  to  he lp  yo u . O th er 
d etails u su ally  req u ired  are -  d a te , ab u n d an ce, reco rd er 's nam e and  rough  hab itat no tes - p lease 
rem em ber that an  SA E  is alw ays appreciated . 

W in ter d raw s o n  an d  sp rin g  is n o t to o  far aw ay, ren ew in g  h o p es th at n ex t su m m er w ill b e th e  
b est in  liv in g  m em o ry. M eanw h ile, d o  no t fo rget th at a  lo t can  b e  ach iev ed  in  th e  w in ter m o n th s 
-  w h y  n o t lo o k  u n d er a few  sto n es in  th e gard en  an d  see w h o  yo u r n earest n e igb o u rs  are?  A fter 
all, th is is  th e b est tim e o f year to  lo o k  fo r slu gs an d  sn ails!  

M erry X m as and B est W ishes for the N ew  Y ear to  one and all. 

Edito r:  A  P  Fow les, c/o  N C C , P las G ogerddan, A berystw yth, D yfed SY 23 3E E. 

 



ORTHOPTERA 

CRICKETS AND GRASSHOPPERS IN CEREDIGION, 1986 - A P FOWLES 

The season began with a new, and surprising, addition to the county list - the first Cockroach to be 
reported in Ceredigion. This one appeared in a box of bananas delivered to Penrhyncoch Post Office 
on 12 April and it was a fine male Australian cockroach Periplaneta australasiae - a species that has 
now established itself in many parts of the world but there have been very few Welsh records. A 
second Australian cockroach, this time a female, arrived in bananas to a shop on Aberystwyth 
promenade on 14 December. Roger Bray rescued it from the puzzled proprietors and it is, to date, 
leading a pampered existence on apple cores. 

The poor summer delayed the emergence of most of our native orthopterans and the common green 
grasshopper Omocestus viridulus was the first to mature, as usual, with adults heard 'singing’ on 25 
June. The meadow grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus broke into song ten days later and the season 
slowly picked up from there. Most species seemed to be in lower numbers than usual but parallelus 
did particularly well. There were few highlights to the summer's recording but it was pleasing to find 
a small colony of mottled grasshoppers Myrmeleotettix maculatus at 335 m asl on the shingle banks 
of Afon Tarenig (22/822822). Myrmeleotettix normally occurs on lead mine spoil and coastal cliffs 
in the county; there are still no records of it south of Llanrhystyd. A new sub-colony of Roesel's bush-
cricket Metrioptera roeselii was found on Dyfi estuary, at Hen Hafod (22/667492) in a typical brackish 
marsh situation, in company with the short-winged conehead Conocephalus dorsalis on 17 August. 
Sightings of the oak bush-cricket Meconema thalassinum were fewer than usual though a male at 
house-lights on the RSPB reserve at Ynyshir delighted Dick Squires and Fiona Evans. The final 
record of the season was that of a male common field grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus discovered 
inside an NCC vehicle on 17 November - a 1980's version of the Cricket on the Hearth? 

CARMARTHEN ORTHOPTERA, 1986 - I K MORGAN 

D u e to  th e  in creased  atten tio n  g iv en  to  o th er in v erteb ra te g ro u p s, little  reco rd in g  w o rk  w as 
co m p leted  o n  th e  O rth o p tera, an d  few  reco rd s o f g reat in terest w ere m ad e. T etrix  cep ero i w as, 
h o w ev er, seen  a t a  n u m b er o f s ites  d u rin g  th e D IG  m eetin g  at T yw yn  B u rro w s ( 2 2 / 3 6 O 5 )  o n  
7  Ju n e an d  all th o se  p resen t h ad  am p le  o p p o rtu n ity  to  v iew  the  salien t id en tifica tio n  featu res  
an d  th e h ab itat o f th is  rath er rare g ro u n d h o p p er. T h e re la ted  T . u n d u la ta  w as n o ted  a t a  w id e 
scatte r o f s ites  w ith in  th e  v ice-co u n ty in  1 9 8 6 , w h ils t T . su b u lata  w as seen  a t m o st o f its k n o w n  
(m o stly  co astal an d  riv erin e) m arsh y lo ca lities. 

A n  elu siv e o rth o p teran , M eco n em a th alassin u m  (o ak  b u sh -crick et)  w as reco rded  o n  a  v is it to  
D in efw r C astle  W o o ds (2 2 /6 1 2 2 1 7 ) o n  1 8 /6  an d  G  W  H op k in s fo u n d  a m ale an d  fem ale 
attracted  to  house-ligh ts at F fair-fach  ( 2 2 / 6 2 9 2 0 9 )  on  4  O ctober. 

LEPIDOPTERA 

B U T TE R FLIES A N D  M O T H S IN  C ER E D IG IO N  IN  1986 - A  P FO W LE S 

T h ere  is  a  w id e ly  h e ld  m ax im  th a t n o  year is  b ad  fo r a ll o f o u r b u tte rflies  an d  a lth o u gh  1 9 8 6  cam e  
c lo se  to  b reak in g  th e  ru les , a  few  sp ec ie s d id  fa re  reaso n ab ly  w ell.   T h e  co ld  
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and wet spring delayed emergence of many species and the hibernators seemed to have suffered pretty 
badly. Peacocks Nymphalis io did appear in small numbers from early May but 1986 will surely be 
remembered as an appalling year for small tortoiseshells Aglais urticae which were distinctly rare 
throughout the year. There were a few good records early on however, notably the appearance of a 
brimstone Gonopteryx rhamnoides at Talybont on 25 and 26 April, increased sightings of holly blues 
Celastrina argiolus at several localities, and the continued presence of pearl-bordered fritillaries 
Boloria euphrosyne in the southwest of the county. 

Many species appeared later than usual as the summer warmed up and late June/early July brought 
several records of dingy skippers Erynnis tages and green hairstreaks Callophrys rubi. It was a second 
successive poor year for marsh fritillaries Eurodryas aurinia but another new colony was discovered 
near Capel Betws Leucu. Common blues Polyommatus icarus had a disastrous time with hardly any 
records inland and a noticeable decline on the coast, whilst wall browns Lasiommata megera had to 
wait until the autumn brood before they began to show in any numbers. The real success story of the 
year was the super-abundance of large heaths Coenonympha tullia on Cors Fochno in early July, 
undoubtedly the commonest they've been in recent years. 

Mid-summer saw the arrival of a handful of painted ladies Cynthia cardui but it was not a good year 
for migrants and red admirals Vanessa atalanta only featured strongly towards the end of the season. 
September brought a spell of prolonged fine weather in which butterflies were at last seen in good 
numbers and many species remained on the wing for much longer than usual. A large skipper 
Ochlodes venata was still on the wing by 19 August but it was the Browns Satyridae that took real 
advantage of the autumn sun, particularly graylings Hipparchia semele, flying until 18 September, and 
meadow browns still out the following day. The weather soon broke, however, and apart from 
frequent sightings of small coppers Lycaena phlaeas and red admirals the season was effectively over. 

The story was pretty much the same for the county's moths and there were no additions to the county 
list of "macro's", which currently stands at 545. The distribution and status of micro-lepidoptera in 
Ceredigion are still imperfectly known but work by Dr A N B Simpson continues to turn up interesting 
species and the county list of 'micros' now totals 563. The identification of the catches made at the 
three 'Rothamsted' permanent traps in the county is not yet complete but it appears that it was a quiet 
year with little migrant activity and few notable discoveries. For a brief period from the end of June 
until 22 July there was an influx of hummingbird hawkmoths Macroglossum stellatarum and ten 
individuals were reported but the only other interesting migrant was a death's-head hawkmoth 
Acherontia atropos found dead inside a bee-hive, where it had presumably been stealing honey. 

Earlier in the year, traps set in the Eglwys-fach area produced some good records - a blossom 
underwing Orthosia miniosa on 26 April; three red-necked footman Atolmis rubricollis, a beautiful 
snout Hypena crassalis, and a brussels lace Cleorodes lichenaria in late June; and a white satin 
Leucoma salicis on 4 July. The evidence from casual sampling of a range of invertebrate groups 
clearly suggests that these northern woodlands have retained a high invertebrate interest through 
centuries of clear-felling. A dog's tooth Lacanobia suasa captured at Eglwys-fach on 29 June was only 
the fourth record of this species in the county since 1950, estuarine marshes are a favoured habitat. 
Nine red-necked footman were also seen on 7 July on the eastern boundary of Ceredigion along Afon 
Tywi. 

There were also some interesting sightings amongst the day-flying species. The spectacular black, red 
and cream scarlet tiger Callimorpha dominula was found in three new localities in early July, all of 
which consisted of marshy pasture adjacent to willow scrub. Silver hooks Eustrotia uncula were seen 
on two sedge-rich fields in the centre of the county and a beautiful yellow underwing Anarta myrtilli 
was flying over mature wet heath at Cilcennin on 6 June. A pleasing find was the discovery of a 
single wood tiger Parasemia plantaginis 



on the upland moors above Cwm Llyfnant on 3 August. This was previously a common species on 
peat-bogs and moorland throughout Ceredigion until the l950's when a sudden decline set in. The last 
record for this period was in 1961 on Cors Caron and since then there has been only one sighting, at 
the edge of Cors Fochno in 1984. 

I am grateful for the continuing interest shown in Ceredigion's lepidoptera by local naturalists and 
thank the following for their records - A O Chater, W M Condry, P E & A Davis, F Evans, L R 
Gander, D Hughes, D Radford, H Roderick, A N B Simpson, I D Wallace, I Williams and E & D 
Woolley. 

BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS, CARMARTHENSHIRE 1986 - D POULTER 

Thirty species of butterflies and over fifty species of moths were reported by a handful of observers. 
Generally it was a disappointing year with populations of many butterflies at a low ebb and all 
observers commented on the scarcity of some of our common species, notably small tortoiseshells 
Aglais urticae. Holly blues Celastrina argiolus were reported more frequently than usual, however, 
particularly in May. Silver-washed fritillaries Argynnis paphia and commas Polygonia c-album were 
widespread but marbled whites Melanargia galathea were in lower numbers this year, although a 
singleton was found at Penlan Holiday Village (22/258414) near Cenarth on 16 July far from any known 
colony. 

A welcome find was the pearl-bordered fritillary Boloria euphrosyne seen on 17 June near 
Glangwenlais (22/603164) on the limestone ridge at the edge of an ashwood. This species is now 
considered to be very rare in the county. Only one clouded yellow Colias croceus was noted, flying in 
from the sea at Cefn Sidan in early July. The much-publicised record of a swallowtail Papilio 
machaon at Gelli Aur was unexpected but it is perhaps best to assume that this individual was 
probably a release rather than a rare migrant. 

Authentic migrants included several early July records of hummingbird hawkmoths Macroglossum 
stellatarum, including one at Pendine Cliffs and one inland at Pistyllgwyn, Brechfa (22/576330). The 
attractive scarlet tiger Callimorpha dominula was reported from four sites and the local forester Adscita 
statices was seen at Penygroes (22/595142) on 25 June. Little work has been done on the micro-
lepidoptera of Carmarthenshire but a notable record was the finding of Adela cuprella at two locations 
in Pembrey Forest on 19 M ay. 

D IP T E R A  

MISCELLANEOUS DIPTERA RECORDS, CEREDIGION 1986 - A P FOWLES 

The Conopidae, despite their striking appearance, are a little known group of flies that are internal 
parasites of bees (particularly Bombus spp) and wasps. Their distribution nationally is poorly 
understood and in underworked counties like Ceredigion there is ample opportunity to make valuable 
and exciting observations. They are generally found at low densities in flower-rich grasslands, 
composites and umbellifers are favourite nectar sources for the adults. The British fauna contains 
twenty-four species and so far ten of these have been recorded in Ceredigion. 

By far the commonest member of the family is Sicus ferrugineus, which was widely recorded, and 
four others are frequently encountered - Conops flavipes, C. quadrifasciatus, Physocephala rufipes 
and Myopa buccata. The remaining five species are all regarded as 



n atio n a lly  scarce  an d  each  o f th em  h ave  o n ly  b een  reco rd ed  fro m  o n e  lo ca lity  in  th e  co u n ty  to  d a te . 
C o n o p s s triga ta  w as fo u n d  o n  3 1  A u gu st an d  7  S ep tem b er in  a  n eg lec ted  gard en  a t C ym erau  H all, 
E g lw ys-fach  ( 2 2 / 6 9 5 9 6 3 ) .  T h is  site  h as seve ra l w in d b lo w n  p in es rid d led  w ith  th e  n ests  o f so lita ry  
b ees an d  fiv e  sp ec ie s o f co n o p id s w ere  reco rd ed  h ere , in c lu d in g  th e  o n ly  co u n ty  reco rd  o f 
T h eco p h o ra  fu lv ip es o n  1 2  S ep tem b er. C o n o p s vesicu la ris  w as rep o rted  fro m  T raw sco ed  b y P  M  
M ile s  o n  2 9  A p ril 1 9 5 7  an d  I K  M o rgan  to o k  a  M yo p a testacea  in  the  S oden  valley  (22 /36 4580) on  
23  Ju ne 1985 . 

T h e  fin a l sp ec ies  o n  th e  co u n ty  list is  Z o d io n  n o ta tu m , a  sm all g rey fly  th a t h a s b een  seen  o n  ve ry  
few  o ccasio n s in  B rita in . It is  rega rd ed  a s  a  R ed  D ata  B o o k  sp ec ie s  b u t it is  s till n o t ye t c lea r if it is  
ju st a  co lo u r fo rm  o f th e  co m m o n er Z . c in e reu m . A  sin g le  sp ec im en  w as tak en  a t rest in  a  h ay 
m ead o w  n ear L lan ge ith o  (2 2 /6 2 3 5 7 3 ) o n  4  Ju ly . 

H o rse-flies  T a b a n id a e  are  fam ilia r in sec ts  to  u s  a ll, esp ec ia lly  th e  u b iq u ito u s c leg  H aem ato p o ta  
p lu v ia lis  w h ich  seem s to  d o  w ell e ach  year w h atever th e  w ea th e r. T h is year, h o w ev er, w as 
esp ec ia lly  n o tab le  fo r th e  ab u n d an ce  o f T ab an u s su d eticu s w h ich  w as w id ely  rep o rted . F o rtu n a te ly  
th is m o n ster, o n e  o f th e  la rgest B ritish  flies  a t m o re  th an  2  cm  lo n g , p re fers  ca ttle  an d  h o rses to  
M an . C h ryso p sa  caecu tien s is  n o t so  frien d ly , in  m arsh es it c an  b e  a  p o sitiv e  n u isan ce  an d  it is  
fa irly  co m m o n  in  C ered ig io n . T ab an u s co rd iger, H yb o m itra  d is tin gu en d a  an d  H aem ato p o ta  
c ra ssico rn is  w ere  a ll reco rd ed  d u rin g  th e  D IG  field  m eeting to  G w aun G arthenor ( 2 2 / 6 3 5 5 5 6 )  on 5  
July. 

A n o th e r g ro u p  o f d istin c tive  b u t little -s tu d ied  flie s (a t le ast in  D yfed ) a re  th e  S tra tio m y id a e, o r 
so ld ier-flies . T h e  m eta llic  an d  b righ tly  co lo u red  ad u lts o f C h lo ro m yia  fo rm o sa  co m m o n ly o ccu r in  
gard en s as  w ell as  a  varie ty  o f sem i-n a tu ra l h ab ita ts. T h ey w ere  freq u en tly  o b se rved  th is  year 
d u rin g  casu al o b se rva tio n s o f 'S tra ts ' in  C e red ig io n  in  w h ich  e leven  o f th e  fo rty-e igh t B ritish  
sp ec ies  w ere  reco rd ed . In c lu d ed  in  th is  to ta l w ere  fo u r n a tio n a lly  n o tab le  sp ec ies . O p lo d o n th a  
v irid u la  w as freq u en t o n  co asta l m arsh es a t Y n yslas  (2 2 /6 O 8 9 2 1 ) o n  2 5  Ju n e  an d  1 9  Ju ly  w h ils t 
C h o riso p s n ago to m i w as fo u n d  o n  sc ru b  a lo n gsid e  A fo n  A ero n  ( 2 2 / 5 7 7 5 7 9 )  o n  2 9  A u gu st. 
O x yce ra  ra ra , a  sm all b u t b eau tifu lly  m ark ed  b lack -an d -ye llo w  fly , w as tak en  in  a  b ase-rich  
so lig en o u s flu sh  n ea r C a rd igan  o n  9  Ju ly . T h e  sam e  site , ex ac t d e ta ils  o f w h ich  are  w ith h eld  u n til 
e ffo rts  to  safegu ard  its  fu tu re  a re  fin a lised , a lso  p ro d u ced  w h at m u st b e  rega rd ed  a s th e  m o st 
ex c itin g  in verteb ra te  d isco very  o f th e  yea r. A b o u t tw en ty  sp ec im en s o f a  b lack -an d -g reen  so ld ierfly  
k n o w n  as O d o n to m yia  h yd ro leo n  w ere  fly in g  in  th e  sam e so ligen o u s flu sh . T h is  sp ec ies  w as 
p rev io u sly  rega rd ed  a s  B ritish  o n  th e  b asis  o f a  sin g le  fem ale  in  th e  J  C  D ale  co llec tio n  a t B M (N H ) 
lab e lled  as  h av in g  b een  tak en  in  B erk sh ire  a ro u n d  1 8 6 0 . T h ere  h ave  b een  n o  in terv en in g  reco rd s 
an d  th e  sp ec ie s  h as lo n g  b een  co n sid e red  ex tin c t o r even  "d o u b tfu lly  B ritish " . T h e  C e red ig io n  
co lo n y ap p ea rs to  b e  h ea lth y an d  w ell-estab lish ed  an d  p erh ap s h yd ro leo n  w ill b e  fo u n d  a t 
ad d itio n al s ite s in  w est W ales n o w  th a t th ere  is an  in d ica tio n  o f its  h ab ita t p refe ren ce . 

A lth o u gh  ro b b e r-flies  A silid a e are  n o t as  co lo u rfu l a s d rago n flie s th ey o ccu p y  a  s im ilar n ich e  a s  
ad u lts  in  th a t th ey  ac tive ly  h u n t o th e r in sec ts  o n  th e  w in g . T h e  m o st d ram atic  W elsh  sp ec ie s is  
A silu s  c rab ro n ifo rm is w h ich  in  its  s ize  an d  go ld en -b ro w n  co lo u ra tio n  lives u p  to  its  co m m o n  n am e 
o f h o rn e t ro b b er-fly . In  so u th ern  E n g lan d  th is  R ed  D a ta  B o o k  in sec t in h ab its  h ea th lan d  b u t its  
D yfed  co lo n ies  a re  la rg e ly  b ased  o n  u n im p ro ved , ca ttle -g razed  p astu res . A  seco n d  co lo n y w as 
lo ca ted  in  C e red ig io n  o n  2 0  S ep tem b er (h av in g  p rev io u sly  b een  fo u n d  n ea r L lech ryd  in  A u gu st 
1 9 8 3 ) n ear N ew castle  E m lyn  (2 2 /3 1 9 4 1 3 ). A n o th e r scarce  sp ec ies  is P h ilo n icu s a lb icep s w h ich  
o ccu rs  o n ly  o n  san d  d u n es an d  w as reco rd ed  fro m  b o th  G w bert and Y nyslas. 

T h e  w elco m e  ap p earan ce  o f Ian  M cL ean  an d  A lan  S tu b b s a t th e  D IG  fie ld  m ee tin g  to  G arth en o r o n  
5  Ju ly  m ean t th a t 1 2 9  sp ec ie s o f d ip te ra  w ere  reco rd ed  fo r th e  s ite  fro m  a  w id e  ran ge  o f fam ilie s. 
In te restin g  reco rd s w ere  th e  sn a il-k illin g-flies  (S cio m y zid a e) P h erb e llia  d o rsa ta  (o n  th e  
m eso tro p h ic  flo o d  p la in  o f th e  T e ifi)  an d  E u th yce ra  fu m igata , th e  D o lich o p o d id  S yn to m o n  ta rsa tu s 
(fro m  a  sm all b o ggy area  w ith  M en yan th es) an d  th e 



E m p id id  R h am p h o m yia  b arb a ta  (o n  sa llo w  fo liage  b esid e  a  sm all stream ). A n  im p ressive  to ta l o f 
fo rty -tw o  sp ec ies  o f c ran e-flies  T ipu lid a e, P ty cho p terida e  a nd  A niso p o d id a e w ere  fo u n d  d u rin g  
th e  d ay - P ila ria  m erid ian a , L im n o p h ila  ab d o m in alis  an d  N ep h ro to m a d o rsa lis  w ere  am o n gst th e  
sp ec ies  co n sid ered  to  h ave  a  restric ted  d is trib u tio n  in  B rita in . A n o th e r ra re  c ran e-fly  w as fo u n d  
n ea r G lan d yfi ( 2 2 / 6 9 5 9 6 3 )  o n  2 1  Ju n e  - th is  w as C ten o p h o ra  a tra , a  la rge  o ran ge  an d  b lack  
sp ec ies  w h o se  la rvae  live  in  d ead  w o o d . 

A lso  a t G a rth en o r w as th e  w este rn  b ee -fly  B o m b yliu s can escen s an d  it w as reco rd ed  fro m  an o th er 
fo u r s ites  in  C e red ig io n  d u rin g  th e  ea rly  su m m er. T h e  o n ly  o th er m em b er o f th e  B o m b y lid a e 
k n o w n  fro m  th e  co u n ty  is th e  la rge r B . m ajo r w h ich  w as o b served  a t th ree  lo ca litie s , h o verin g  a t 
p rim ro se  P rim u la  vu lga ris  flo w ers in  o p en  w o o d lan d  in  M ay w h ile  it s ip p ed  n ec ta r. 

A SUM M ARY OF DIPTERA RECO RDS IN CARM ARTHENSH IRE, 1986 - I K  M ORG AN  

E igh t sp ec ie s o f C o n o p id a e w ere  reco rd ed  in  C arm arth en  d u rin g  1 9 8 6 . C o n o p s q u ad rifasc ia tu s an d  
S icu s fe rru g in eu s w ere  co m m o n ly en co u n te red  w h ils t less  freq u en t-th o u g h  still q u ite  w id esp read  - 
w ere  P h yso cep h a la  ru fip es an d  C o n o p s flav ip es. C o n o p s s triga ta  w as m u ch  scarce r, tw o  in d iv id u a ls  
w ere  seen  a t ragw o rt S en ec io  flo w ers ' a t th e  ed ge  o f a  w illo w  carr at P on tn ew ydd  (22 /44707 3) on  5  
S ep tem ber. 

A n o th e r n ice  fin d  w as th e  la rge  an d  ve ry  lo ca l C o n o p s vesicu la ris , th ree  o f w h ich  w ere  feed in g  a t 
flo w ers o f ro w an  S o rb u s au cu p aria  a t L lw yn  T eg , L lan n o n  ( 2 2 / 5 5 0 0 8 3 )  o n  6  Ju n e . T h is  sp ec ies  is 
b e lieved  to  b e  p arasitic  o n  th e  b u m b le  b ee  B o m b u s m u sco ru m . A  v i s i t  to  a  sm all, w o o d ed  'cw m ' a t 
T o rg o ed -gan o l (2 2 /4 9 1 1 4 7 ) o n  5  Ju n e  w as p ro d u ctive  in  th a t severa l in d iv id u als o f th e  lo ca l 
co n o p id  M yo p a te stacea  w ere  seen , fly in g  aro u n d  su n lit p a tch es o f ram sons A llium  ursinum . 

L astly , th e  d im in u tive  -  an d  h en ce  easily  o ve rlo o k ed  - T h eco p h o ra  a tra  w as reco rd ed  o n  tw o  
o ccasio n s -  o n  th e  lim esto n e  rid ge  a t G a rregw en la is  (2 2 /5 9 9 1 6 3 ) b y th e  B ritish  D ip tera  G ro u p  o n  9  
Ju ly , an d  a t a  flo w er-rich  p astu re  o n  th e  co a lfie ld  a t N an t G aren ig  ( 2 2 / 6 7 2 1 2 3 )  by A  P  Fow les on  
24  Ju ly. 

T h e  p red a to ry  ro b b er-flies  A silid a e are  so  fa r rep resen ted  b y five  sp ec ies  in  C arm arth en sh ire , an d  
fu rth er reco rd in g  is  ex p ected  to  revea l ad d itio n a l sp ec ie s. 

T h e  w est-co ast, san d  d u n e  sp ec ia lity , P am p o n eru s germ an icu s is  h an d so m e  fly , w i t h  red d ish  legs 
an d  w h ite  b asa l w in g  p a tch es in  th e  m a le . T h e  sp ec ies  p articu larly  favo u rs  th e  b are , san d y  em b ryo  
d u n es an d  is a  la te  sp rin g -ea rly  su m m er asilid . P am p o n eru s w as n o ted  a t P em brey and  T yw yn  
B urrow s (21 /41699 3 , 22 /39 0010  and  2 2 /3 5 9 0 5 9 ) ,  m o stly in  June and  at L augharne  B urrow s 
(22 /280070) on  7  Ju ly. 

T w o  o th er co asta l sp ec ie s  w ere  reco rd ed . T h e  lig h t g rey  an d  q u ite  la rge  P h ilo n icu s a lb icep s, aga in  
a t P em b rey-T yw yn  B u rro w s an d  th e  o p en  p arts  o f th e  in terv en in g  P em b rey F o rest ( 2 2 / 3 9 3 0 2 8  
e tc). It w as a lso  reco rd ed  a t th e  sm all, re lic t a rea  o f d u n es n ear th e  N o rth  D o ck , L lan elli 
(2 1 /4 9 7 9 9 2 ) o n  3 0  A u gu st. T h e  o th er co asta l sp ec ie s  w as D ysm ach u s trigo n u s, n o ted  o n  th e  co asta l 
d u n e  system s a t P em b rey-T yw yn  an d  L au gh arn e  B u rro w s. 

T h e  m o st im p ressive  o f th e  co u n ty 's  asilid s  is  u n d o u b ted ly  th e  s tu rd y an d  ye llo w -ab d o m en ed  
A silu s  c rab ro n ifo rm is, reco rd ed  n ear G arregw en la is  (2 2 /5 98 1 6 6 ) o n  th e  C arb o n ifero u s L im esto n e  
rid ge  in  la te  A u gu st. L astly , th e  m u ch  sm alle r M ach im u s a tricap illu s  w as tak en  a t a w ooded clearing 
on A llt R hyd-y-G roes N N R  ( 2 2 /7 6 3 4 8 3 )  on 20 A ugust. 

C arm arth en sh ire ,   w ith    m an y   d am p ,   u n im p ro ved    m ead o w s   co u ld   ju stifiab ly   b e   regard ed  



as go o d  (o r b ad , d ep en d in g  o n  yo u r v iew p o in t!) h o rse fly  T a b a n id a e  co u n try . T h e  w ell-k n o w n  
"c leg"  H aem ato p o ta  p lu v ia lis  is  p a in fu lly  u b iq u ito u s, an d  its  very  c lo se  re la tive , H . c ra ssico rn is , w ill 
p ro b ab ly  a lso  p ro ve  to  b e  w id esp read , e sp ec ia lly  o n  th e  h illie r p astu res , it w as tak en  a t G a rn an t 
( 2 2 / 6 8 7 1 2 5 )  in  th e  A m m an  va lley  o n  1 7  Ju ly . T h is fin e  s ite  w as a lso  ve ry  p ro d u ctive  fo r th e  
im p ressive  T ab an u s su d e ticu s -  ab o u t 1 5  in d iv id u a ls  w ere  seen  (o n  8  Ju ly) re stin g  o n  b are , m o ssy 
areas o n  th e  Ju n cu s-rich  p a tu res . T . su d eticu s w as a lso  reco rd ed  a t seven  o th er s ites  w ith in  th e  
co u n ty  d u rin g  th e  su m m er. 

A  sm aller, b u t still h an d so m e , h o rsefly  is  th e  g reen -eyed  A tylo tu s fu lva , a  m o stly  so u th ern  sp ec ie s 
in  B rita in , w h ich  w as cau gh t o n  th e  s izeab le  a rea  o f w et flu sh es a t P an t N an tffo rch o g  ( 2 2 /6 9 2 1 9 O )  
on the northern  flanks of M ynydd D u  on  8  July. 

A n o th e r tab an id , T ab an u s au tu m n alis, w as reco rd ed  a t a  co u p le  o f s ite s -  a  su n n in g  fem ale  o n  a  
g la ssh o u se  a t P a rc  G itto  (2 1 /5 3 7 9 9 8 ) o n  1 3  Ju ly  an d  a  1 9 8 5  reco rd  in  P em b rey F o rest ( 2 2 / 3 8 7 0 4 3 )  
6 /8 /8 5 , S  J  F a lk . T h e  sm a lle r H yb o m itra  d istin gu en d a  w as n o ted  a t E rw  L as (2 1 /5 3 6 9 9 3 ), 1 7  Ju ly  
an d  an  early  au tu m n  fem ale  cau gh t restin g  b esid es a  p a th w ay  u sed  b y fa llo w  d eer D am a d am a  a t 
G elli A u r (2 2 /5 9 3 1 9 9) o n  1 1  S ep tem b er. A n  in te restin g  fin d  in  P em brey Fo rest ( 2 2 / 3 8 7 0 4 2 )  on  26  
Ju ly w as the  re la ted  bu t m uch  scarcer H . m u hlfe ld i. 

T h ere  are  fo u r sp ec ies  o f th e  b righ tly-co lo u red  tab an id  gen u s, C h ryso p s o f w h ich  th ree  w ere  
reco rd ed  in  th e  v ice-co u n ty  in  1 9 8 6 . C h ryso p s v id u a tu s (-  p ic tu s), w as n o ted  a t tw o  co asta l lo ca litie s 
-  th e  M ach yn ys P o n d s (2 1 /5 1 2 9 8 0 ), a  m a le  b e in g  cau gh t o n  1 3  Ju ly  (C . re lic tu s  w as a lso  p resen t) 
an d  a  fem a le , cap tu red  a s it se ttled  o n  a  h o rse , a t P arc  G itto  (2 1 /5 3 7 9 9 8 ) o n  6  Ju ly  -  an d  in  th e  va lley  
w o o d lan d  o f N an t G aren ig  ( 2 2 / 6 7 5 1 2 0 )  o n  2 4  Ju ly . C . re lic tu s  w as a lso  n o ted  n ea r C yd w eli 
(2 2 /4 1 0 0 5 6 ) o n  1 8  Ju ly  an d  th e  th ird  sp ec ies , C . caecu tien s, w as reco rd ed  a t severa l lo ca litie s; a ll 
th ree  sp ec ies  w ere  fo u n d  a t T alley  ( 2 2 / 6 3 2 3 3 5 )  o n  1 0  Ju ly  b y th e  B ritish  D ip tera  G ro u p . 

S even teen  sp ec ies  o f so ld ier-flies  S tra tio m y id a e h ave  b een  tak en  in  C arm arth en sh ire  d u rin g  th e  
tw o  reco rd in g  seaso n s, 1 9 8 5  an d  1 9 8 6 . C h lo ro m yia  fo rm o sa an d  S argu s b ip u n cta tu s a re  p ro b ab ly  
w id esp read  in  th e  co u n ty , w h ilst O p lo d o n th a  v irid u la  is  freq u en tly  en co u n tered  n ear th e  co ast. O f 
th e  ra rer sp ec ies , th e  b eau tifu l S tra tio m ys p o tam id a  w as n o ted  a t fo u r  sites in 1986 - Stradey W oods 
(22/488017); D inefw r Park (2 2 /6 1 2 2 2 0 ); M achynys Ponds (2 1 /5 1 2 9 8 0 ); an d  P em b rey F o rest 
( 2 2 / 3 8 7 0 4 2 ) .  T h e  re la ted  S tra tio m ys fu rca ta , w h ich  favo u rs  m o re  b rack ish  s itu a tio n s, w as tak en  a t 
tw o  lo ca lities  -  M ach yn ys P o n d s o n  1 3  Ju ly , an d  five  d ays la te r o n e  w as sw ep t fro m  sea  c lu b -ru sh  
S cirp u s m aritim u s n ear C o m m issio n ers ' B rid ge  (22/410056). 

O th e r n o tab le  sp ec ies  reco rd ed  are  -  N em o te lu s n ig rin u s, N . n o ta tu s, C h o riso p s n aga to m i, O x ycera  
trilin ea ta , O . ra ra , an d  V an o yia  ten u ico rn is -  th e  la tte r a  ra re  sp ec ie s  fo u n d  a t Laugharne B urrow s 
( 2 2 /2 9 4 0 7 5 )  on 7 July. 

M an y n a tu ra lis ts  w ill b e  fam ilia r w ith  th e  co m m o n  b ee-fly  B o m b yliu s m a jo r B o m b y lid a e, an  
a ttrac tive , fu rry  in sec t w h ich  can  b e  seen  h o ve rin g  in  fro n t o f ea rly  sp rin g tim e flo w ers. Its 
em ergen ce  in  1 9 8 6  w as d e layed  b y th e  co ld  sp rin g  w ea th er an d  it w as n o t u n til 2 5  A p ril th a t th e  firs t 
w as n o ted , ch arac teristica lly  a t p rim ro se  P rim u la  vu lga ris  an d  lesser ce lan d in e  R an u n cu lu s fica ria  
flo w ers, in  S trad ey W o o d s (2 2 /4 9 4 0 1 5 ). B . m a jo r  w as a lso  seen  a t seve ra l o th e r lo ca lities  in  th e  
co u n ty  d u rin g  th e  co u rse  o f th e  sp rin g . 

T h e  sm a lle r B . can escen s is  m u ch  m o re  lo ca lised , b e in g  reco rd ed  a t o n ly  fo u r lo ca lities  in  1986 : 
C encoed-uchaf ( 2 2 /4 8 4 0 3 3 ) ,  15  June; C arm el to  Pentregw enlais (22/591163 ,-22/603165), ab u n d an t 
o n  th e  lim esto n e  rid ge  h ere , o n  1 7  Ju n e ; G arn  (2 2 /5 1 3 1 4 4 ), 1 6  Ju n e  an d  a t, P is ty llgw yn  (2 2 /5 6 6 3 3 0 ), 
4 August. 

T h e m inu te  (4  m m ) P h th iria  pu licaria , one  o f the  sm allest bee-flies in  the  w orld , w as en co u n te red  in  
ea rly  Ju ly  o n  th e  P em b rey-T yw yn  d u n e  system s (2 1 /4 1 5 9 9 4  an d  2 2 / 3 6 5 0 4 4 ) ,  and at Laugharne 
Burrow s ( 2 2 /2 9 2 0 7 6 ) .  

G aste ro p h ilu s  in testin a lis , th e  p arasitic  b o t-fly  G a stero p h ilid a e , w as seen  sev era l tim es in  Ju ly  as  it 
h o ve red  lo w  b esid es h o rses ' leg s a t P are  G itto , L lw yn h en d y (2 1 /5 3 7 9 9 0 ). 



X ylo p h agu s a te r  X y lo p h a g ida e, th e  B ritish  d istrib u tio n  o f w h ich  is  cu rren tly  b e in g  in vestig a ted  b y 
K eith  A lex an d e r an d  D ave  C lem en ts , w as n o ted  fo r th e  firs t tim e in  th e  co u n ty  d u rin g  1 9 8 6 , th e  
d is tin c tive  la rvae  w ere  fo u n d  a t 3  s ite s . D in e fw r P ark , L lan d e ilo  ( 2 2 / 6 1 2 2 2 0 )  o n  1 9  Ju n e; S trad ey 
W o o d s (2 2 /4 8 8 0 1 7 ) la te  Ju n e; an d  N an t M e lyn , R h an d irm w yn  ( 2 2 / 7 3 0 4 6 6 )  9  Ju ly . T h e  sp ec ie s is 
rep u ted  to  b e  a sso c ia ted  w ith  s ites  th a t h ave  h ad  a  lo n g  co n tin u ity  o f ava ilab le  m atu re  an d  d ead  
tim b er. 

M an y ad d itio n al reco rd s o f in te re stin g  sp ec ie s re su lted  fro m  th e  v is it o f th e  B ritish  D ip tera  G ro u p  to  
C arm arth en sh ire  in  Ju ly . R esu lts  a re  still n o t ye t to  h an d  an d  h en ce  a  su m m ary o f th e  G ro u p 's  
fin d in gs w ill fea tu re  as  an  a rtic le  in  a  fu tu re  D IG  N ew sle tte r. 

HOVERFLY RECORDING IN CEREDIGION, 1986 - A  P FOW LES 

C o n sid e rab le  e ffo rt w as ex p en d ed  th is year o n  th e  reco rd in g  o f h o verflies  in  th e  co u n ty  an d  d esp ite  
th e  p o o r w ea th e r th ere  w ere  su ffic ien t sp e lls  o f su n sh in e  to  en ab le  m o st o f th e  fligh t p e rio d  to  b e  
sam p led . A  to ta l o f 1 1 5  sp ec ies  w ere  reco rd ed , a lm o st h a lf o f th e  B ritish  fau n a , in c lu d in g  th ree  R ed  
D ata  B o o k  sp ec ie s an d  a  fu rth e r fo u rteen  regard ed  as  n a tio n a lly  no tab le (occurring in  less than  100  x  
10  km  squares in  B rita in  and  Ire land). 

D esp ite  th e  m o b ility  o f ad u lt h o ve rflies  a  ch arac ter is tic  fau n a  can  b e  assign ed  to  m an y h ab ita t 
fo rm atio n s. O f co u rse , th is  varies  w ith  th e  p ro v isio n  o f su itab le  eco lo g ica l n ich es b u t a  few  
gen e ra lisa tio n s can  a lread y b e  d raw n  fro m  th e  resu lts  o f th is  su rvey. A b o u t tw en ty-fiv e  sp ec ies  a re  
su ffic ien tly  ca th o lic  in  th e ir h ab ita t p re feren ces to  b e  a lm o st u b iq u ito u s, o ccu rrin g  w h ereve r th e re  is 
a  su itab le  n ec tar so u rce  to  a ttrac t th e  ad u lts . T h is in c lu d es s ix  m em b ers o f th e  E rista lis  gen u s, th e  
fam ilia r d ro n e flie s, w h ich  a re  p erh ap s th e  m o st n o ticeab le  o f a ll o u r S y rp h id a e . E q u a lly  co m m o n , 
th o u g h  n o t u su a lly  a s ab u n d an t, a re  R h in g ia  cam p estris an d  H elo p h ilu s  p en d u lu s -  th e  ad u lts 
w an d e rin g  free ly  aw ay fro m  th e ir b reed in g  s ites  in  sea rch  o f n ec ta r. T h e  w asp  m im ics -  E p isyrp h u s 
b a ltea tu s, M e liscaev a  c in c te lla , S yp h u s rib esii an d  S . v itrip en n is  -  a re  a lso  w id esp read  in  flo w er-rich  
s ite s . T h ere  a re  seve ra l sp ec ies w h ich  a re  p ro b ab ly  to  b e  fo u n d  in  m o st lo ca litie s b u t w h ich  are  
ea sily  o ve rlo o k ed  b ecau se  o f th e ir sm all s ize  an d  d u ll co lo u ra tio n . T h ese  in c lu d e  th e  M elan o sto m a  
sp p , P la tych e iru s a lb im an u s, P . c lyp ea tu s an d  N eo asc ia  p o d agrica . M u ch  m o re  co n sp icu o u s a re  th e  
s trik in g  ad u lts  o f S erico m yia  s ilen tis  an d  X ylo ta  segn is  th e  fo rm er in h ab itin g  p ea tlan d s an d  th e  la tte r 
u su a lly  to  b e  fo u n d  n ear w o o d s an d  sc ru b . 

T yp ica l w o o d lan d  sp ec ies  in c lu d e  th e  slen d e r B acch a  sp p  an d  S p h eg in a  c lu n ip es w ith  M yath ro p a  
flo rea  an d  X ylo ta  sylvaru m . S p ecia lis ts  reco rd ed  so  fa r a re  P o rtev in ia  m acu la ta  (w h o se  la rv ae  feed  
in sid e  ram so n s A lliu m  u rsin u m ) an d  R h in g ia  ro stra ta  (an  R D B  sp ecie s  ap p aren tly  d ep en d en t u p o n  
w o o d lan d  ca rrio n ). O th e r n a tio n a lly  sca rce  sp ec ies , u su a lly  a sso c ia ted  w ith  m atu re  d ec id u o u s 
w o o d s, a re  C rio rh in a  b erb e rin a , C . flo cco sa  an d  D id ea  fasc ia ta . C o n ife r p lan ta tio n s h ave  n o t 
rece ived  m u ch  a tten tio n  to  d a te  b u t th e  im p ressive  E rio zo n a  syrp h o id es h as certa in ly  co lo n ised  
C ered ig io n ; P ara syrp h u s lin eo lu s an d  P . p u n c tu la tu s a re  o th e r ap h id o p h ago u s sp ec ies  c lo se ly  lin k ed  
w ith  co n ifers  w h ich  w ere  reco rd ed  th is  year. 

W etlan d s h ave  a  vast an d  varied  fau n a , th e  lu sh  vegeta tio n  seem in g ly  fav o u rab le  to  m an y  spec ies. 
A long  w ith  R h ingia  cam pestris, H eloph ilus pendu lus and  S ericom yia  silen tis, L e jo gaster m eta llin a  
an d  P yro p h aen a  g ran d ita rsa  a re  in variab ly  p re sen t. A rc to p h ila  fu lva  m u st b e  o n e  o f th e  m o st 
h an d so m e sp ec ie s an d  is lo ca lly  d istrib u ted  o n  'rh o s' p astu re s, e sp ec ia lly  w h ere  th e re  is  ad jacen t 
scru b  o r w o o d lan d . A n asim yia  lu n u la ta  is  an o th er n a tio n ally  scarce  h o ve rfly  w h ich  seem s to  b e  n o t 
u n co m m o n  o n  o u r p ea tlan d s, b u t p e rh ap s th e  m o st in te restin g  in h ab itan t is  M icro d o n  m u tab ilis . T h is  
d u m p y  fly  h as b een  fo u n d  tw ice  o n  w et h ea th  in  th e  cen tre  o f th e  co u n ty , w h ere  th e  la rvae  sp en d  a ll 
o f th e ir lives in sid e  an t-n ests . It is  m o re  d ifficu lt to  d escrib e  a  typ ica l assem b lage  o f d ry  g rasslan d  
sp ec ies , ce rta in ly  m an y h o verflies  o ccu r in  th e  flo rife ro u s site s, b u t th ere  seem  to  b e  few  sp ec ie s 
restr ic ted  to  th is  h ab ita t typ e . C h eilo sia  b ergan stam m i seem s a t p resen t to  b e  th e  m o st ch a rac teristic , 
th e  la rvae  feed in g  in sid e  th e  s tem s o f ragw o rt S en ecio  jaco b aea , an d  D asysyrp h u s ven u stu s is  a lso  
m o st freq u en tly  en co u n tered  in  d ry , o p en  sites . 



C o asta l h ab itats  a re w id e-ran g in g  and  h en ce w etlan d  sp ecies w ill b e fo u n d  in  d u n e slack s, 
w o o d lan d  sp ecies  in  d in g les , an d  d ry g rasslan d  sp ecies  o n  cliff-to p s, d u n es, e tc.. T h ere are, 
h o w ev er, d is tin c tiv e elem en ts  o f th e fau n a n o t fo u n d  aw ay fro m  th e co asta l b elt. B reed in g  in  
ro tten  seaw eed , E ristalin u s aen u s is  th e m o st restric ted  m em b er o f th is g ro u p . M o v in g  slightly 
further inland, C heilosia cynocephala has been found on the shingle ridge at L lan rh ystyd  an d  sh o u ld  
b e lo o k ed  fo r at T an yb w lch  w h ere m u sk  th istle  C ard u u s n u tan s, a  suspected foodplant, is 
com m on. C oastal m arshes have Tropidia scita, and A nasim yia con tracta and  P arheloph ilus 
versico lo r are found  in  association  w ith  stands o f bu lrush  T ypha latifo lia. 

N o tab le  reco rd s:  

Cheilosia cynocephala (RDB 3)                    22/523689 Llanrhystyd 240786 
Microdon mutabilis (RDB 2)                       22/622573 Bron-yr-helem 020786 
 2 2 /6 3 4 5 5 6  G arthenor 050786 
R h in gia  ro s tra ta  (R D B  2 )            2 2 /2 0 2 4 3 1  L le c h ryd  0 3 0 9 8 6 
A n a s im yia  co n trac ta                                    2 2 /6 0 8 9 2 1  Y n ys la s  2 5 0 6 8 6 
A n a s im yia  lu n u la ta                     2 2 /4 1 5 4 9 8  L la w r-c w rt 0 5 0 6 8 6 
 22/411500 Llaw r-cw rt 140686 
 2 2 /6 3 8 5 5 8  L lan io -isaf 050786 
 22 /201488 Penparc 090786 
 22 /5 965 00  Fa lcon da le  17 07 86 
A rctophila fulva                                           2 2 /5 9 4 5 9 9  C oed G w enffrw d    020986 
 2 2 /2 0 2 4 3 1  Llechryd 030986 
 2 2 /6 9 5 9 6 3  C ym erau 150986 
C h ryso ga s te r v iresc e n s                               2 2 /6 8 0 9 4 1  L lw yn -gw yn  0 6 0 7 8 6 
C rio rh in a  b erb erin a                                      2 2 /6 8 0 9 4 1  L lw yn -gw yn  2 8 0 5 8 6 
 2 2 /6 4 4 8 7 8  Tal-y-bont 120686 
 2 2 /6 2 2 8 3 4  B o w  S tre e t 0 7 0 7 8 6 
C riorhina floccosa                                       2 2 /5 9 5 8 5 8  W allog 180586 
 2 2 /6 2 2 8 3 4  B ow  Street 070786 
D idea fasciata                                              2 2 /6 9 5 9 6 3  C ym erau 12-210986 
Eriozona syrphoides                                     2 2 /6 9 5 9 6 3  C ym erau 180986 -041086 
E rista lis  ru p iu m                                            2 2 /7 1 4 9 7 2  L ly fn a n t 1 0 0 8 8 6 
 2 2 /6 9 5 9 6 3  C ym erau 190986 
Megasyrphus annulipes                              22/695963 Cymerau 100986 -111086 
Platycheirus scambus                                  22/635555 Garthenor 050786 
Tropidia scita                                              22/691967 Glandyfi 140686 
 22/608936 Ynyslas 150686 
 22/608918 A fon Led 250686 
 22/185455 Pentood 260686 
 2 2 /6 6 7 9 4 2  Afon Ddu 170886 
X ylota coeruleiventris                                2 2 /7 0 3 8 3 5  Cwm sym log 120886 
Xylota florum                                               2 2 /6 2 2 8 3 4  Bow Street 070786 

A cknow ledgem ents; 

I am  g ra tefu l to  A  O  C h ate r, S  C o k e r, I F  G  M cL ean , I K  M o rgan , A  N  B  S im p so n  an d  A  E  S tu b b s 
fo r p ro v id in g  reco rd s o f h o verflie s in  C ered ig io n  d u rin g  1 9 8 6 . 

HOVERFLIES IN CARMARTHEN, VC44, 1986 - I K MORGAN 

R eco rd in g  w o rk  o n  h o verf lie s  S y rp h id a e  co n tin u ed  in  1 9 8 6  w ith  a  to ta l o f  1 1 9  sp ec ie s  n o ted  in  th e  
v ice-co u n ty  b y  th e  en d  o f  th e  sea so n . A n  acco u n t o f  th e  h igh ligh ts  is  g iven  b e lo w ; d a te s  a re  g iven  th u s  
-1 /6  =  1  Ju n e  e tc  ... 



T h e  early  sp rin g  w as ra th er co ld  an d , ap a rt fro m  a  few  sta lw arts, th e  n u m b er an d  v arie ty  o f 
h o ve rflie s w as ra th er d isap p o in tin g . In  M ay th e  seaso n  b egan  to  p ick  u p  an d  seve ra l go o d  reco rd s 
w ere  m ad e , su ch  a s th e  lo ca l N eo asc ia  m e ticu lo sa  a t G lyn ea  (2 1 /5 5 4 9 8 9 ) o n  1 1 /5  an d  H eloph ilus 
hybridus a t severa l coasta l localities. O n  2 2 /5  an d  several subsequen t da tes, th e  u n co m m o n  P o rtev in ia  
m acu la ta  w as lo ca ted  a t severa l w o o d ed  site s o n  th e  C arb o n ifero u s L im esto n e  o u tc ro p ; th e  la rvae  
feed  o n  A lliu m  u rsin u m  w h ich  is co m m o n  o n  th e  lim esto n e  th o u gh  sca tte red  e lsew h ere . A t o n e  o f 
th e  P o rtev in a  lo ca lities  L law r C w rt (2 2 /5 1 5 1 4 5 ) -th e  lo ca l P la tych e iru s ta rsa lis  w as a lso  seen  in  la te  
M ay. T h e  T yp h a  b ed s a t G lyn ea  la te r p roved  p roductive  fo r P arhe loph ilus fru teto rum , P . versico lo r 
an d  A nasim yia lin eata. 

T h e  en d  o f M ay saw  th e  em ergen ce  o f th e  sp ec ia lised  o ld  tim b er sp ec ie s C h alco syrp h u s n em o ru m , 
su n n in g  itse lf an d  sh o w in g  th e  ch a rac teristic  je rk y m o vem en ts  (lik e  a  so lita ry  w asp ) o f its  trib e , o n  
la rge  b eech  lo gs in  S trad ey W o o d s (2 2 /4 8 9 0 1 7 ); a t th is  la tte r s ite , th e  in freq u en t F erd in an d ea  cu p rea  
w as to  b e  seen , b a sk in g  o n  su n lit le aves. T h e  flo w ers o f k in g-cu p s C alth a  p a lu stris a t th e  ed ge  o f 
a ld er carr o n  th e  W W T N C  R eserve  a t C o rs G o ch , L lan llw ch  (2 2 /3 7 0 1 8 6 ), y ie ld ed  tw o  v ery  
h an d so m e flies  o n  3 0 /5  - th e  fo x y-h aired  C rio rh in a  flo cco sa  an d  th e  la rge  H elo p h ilu s  triv itta tu s; b o th  
sp ec ies  w ere  seen  la te r in  th e  seaso n  a t a  h an d fu l o f o th er sites  in  th e  co u n ty . 

T w o  o th e r sca rce  h o ve rflies  w ere  reco rd ed  o n  6 /6 , a t L lw yn -T eg , L lan n o n  (2 2 /5 5 0 0 8 3 ) -th e  sm all 
w asp -m im ic  C h ryso to x u m  arcu a tu m  (h ere  a t its m o st so u th erly  B ritish  lo ca lity) an d  D id ea  fasc ia ta  
cau gh t a t b lo sso m  o f ro w an  S o rb u s au cu p aria  w ith in  a  sp ru ce  p lan ta tio n . M o re  m em b ers o f th e  
gen u s C h ryso to x u m  (cau tu m  an d  festivu m ) w ere  seen  th e  n ex t d ay at T yw yn B urrow s ( 2 2 /3 6 0 4  etc), 
w hen additionally E um erus strigatus and H elophilus triv itta tu s w ere  p resen t. 

O n  a  su n n y afte rn o o n  in  m id -Ju n e  (1 3 /6 ), a  b rie f v is it to  S trad ey W o o d s (2 2 /4 8 8 0 1 7 ) w as am p ly 
rew ard ed  b y th e  cap tu re  o f X ylo ta  flo ru m  an d  X . sylvaru m , b o th  to ge th e r a t th e  sam e  su n lit g ro ve  o f 
b eech es b esid es th e  A fo n  D u la is . T w o  o th e r re la tives, th e  co m m o n X . segn is  an d  C halco syrphus 
nem orum , w ere  also  p resen t. A lso  in  m id -June there  w as a  m arked  in flux  o f S caeva  p yrastri d u rin g  a  
p erio d  o f h o t w eath er an d  so u th erly  w in d s w h en  o th er im m igran t in sects w ere  recorded . 

S till w ith  th e  X ylo tin i, a  trip  to  reco rd  th e  o ld  tim b er C o leo p te ra  o f th e  m agn ificen t D in efw r D eer 
Park and C astle W oods, Llandeilo (22/612217 etc) on 19/6 w as m ade additionally in tere stin g  b y th e  
d isco very  o f th e  scarce  w o o d lan d  h o verfly  B rach yp alp o id es len ta , th e  o n ly  o th er reco rd  fo r th is  
sp ec ie s in  th e  co u n ty  w as th a t m ad e  a  few  w eek s la te r b y  A  P  F o w les a t G a rn an t in  th e  A m m an  
va lley  (2 2 /6 8 8 1 2 5 ) . It w as a t D in efw r C astle  W o o d s th a t in  A u gu st G rah am  H o p k in s m ad e  th e  
rem ark ab le  d isco very  o f tw o  ve ry  ra re  h o ve rflie s  -R h in g ia  ro stra ta  (5  in d iv id u als seen  o n  8  an d  1 1 /8  
a t 2 2 /6 1 0 2 1 8 ) an d  C allicera  aen ea  (o n e  at a sm all w ood-edge pond (22/612216) on 14/8). 

S o u th -eastw ard s, in  th e  L lan elli a rea , C rio rh in a  b erb e rin a  w as a t S trad ey W o o d s o n  2 O /6 , an d  th e  
m ark ed ly-o ran g e  P la tych e iru s fu lv iven tris  w as freq u en t o n  a  ch o k ed  d itch  a t D d o l-faw r, 
L lw ynhendy (21 /542993) on  2 2 /6 .  N earby, at P enybryn  (2 1 /541985 ) a few  days late r, th e  co asta l 
T ro p id ia  sc ita  (a lso  n o ted  a t 3  o th er s ites), E rista lis  ab u siv u s, H elo p h ilu s  triv itta tu s  (10+  in d ividuals), 
m u ch  C hrysogaster chalybeata and  several o ther com m on species w ere  buzzing arou nd  the  abu ndance 
o f O enan the  crocata um b els. A lan  S tubbs et al, on  the D ip teris ts  v is it o f ea rly  Ju ly , ad d ed  tw o  m o re  
sp ec ies  o f C h ryso gaster to  th e  co u n ty  lis t - m acquarti near the W itchett P oo l ( 2 2 / 2 8 2 0 7 6 )  on  7 /7  
an d  virescens at Pan t N an t-ffo rchog, M ynydd D u ( 2 2 /9 6 2 1 9 0 )  on 9/7 . A t B lack Scar (22/315108) on  
the m outh  o f the T af E stuary A E S  reco rd ed  th e  sa ltm arsh  sp ec ies  P la tych e iru s im m arg in a tu s, th is  
restr ic ted  h o verfly  w as a lso  cau gh t in  ap p ro p ria te  h ab ita t, b y  th e  au th o r, la te r in  th e  m o n th  a t 
C o m m issio n er 's  B ridge, C ydw eli (22 /412 055). T he  d ip terists ' v isit to  the  m ossy slacks o f T yw yn  
B urrow s (22/3605) on 6/7  w as also  fru itfu l, for the very scarce and unusual hoverfly M icrodon m utabilis 
w as n e tted  a t th is s ite ; a  few  d ays la te r a t A b ergo rlech  ( 2 2 / 5 8 3 3 )  a ll th ree  B ritish  sp ec ie s of 
Sphegina w ere recorded by the group. 

A fte r sea rch in g  fo r E ris ta lin u s aen u s  in  su itab le  h ab ita t fo r m u ch  o f  th e  sea so n , it w as  p leasan t to  
d isco ver a  co u p le  o f  in d iv id u a ls  a t b ram b le  b lo sso m  b eh in d  th e  p eb b le  b each  a t G ilm an  P o in t, 
P en d in e  ( 2 2 / 2 2 6 0 7 5 )  o n  1 4 /8 ; th e  la rvae  o f  th is  co asta l sp ec ie s  a re  sa id  to  feed  o n  
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seaw eed . T h e  en d  o f  A u g u st (2 7 /8 ) saw  th e  em ergen ce  o f  th e  h an d so m e A rc to p h ila  fu lva  a t W au n -
u ch af  ( 2 2 / 4 3 8 3 0 6 )  an d  th is  sp ec ies , ch a rac te ris tic  o f  f lo ris tica lly -rich  h ea th y  m ead o w s, w as  la te r 
seen  a t o th er s ite s  - o f ten  a t S u cc isa  p ra ten sis  (so m e tim es  C en tau rea  n ig ra  o r K n au tia  a rven sis ) -  in  
co m p an y  w ith  o th e r 'en d  o f  sea so n ' sp ec ie s  lik e  va rio u s  E ris ta lis , L eu co zo n a  g lau c ia  an d  th e  w asp -
lik e  S erico m yia  s ilen tis . 

F in a lly , o n e  o f  th e  la te r reco rd s  o f  1 9 8 6 , m ad e  o n  5 /9  a t an  a rea  o f  ac id ic  h ea th  a t R h yd cym erau  
( 2 2 / 5 7 5 3 8 5 )  b y  A d rian  F o w les , w as  o f  g rea t in te re s t -  a  s in g le  E ris ta lis  ru p iu m  w as  tak en , a  
h an d so m e  h o ve rf ly  w ith  d is tin c tive  d a rk  w in g -p a tch es , an d  h ere  a t th e  so u th ern -m o st ed g e  o f  its  
B ritish  ran g e . 

PEMBROKESHIRE HOVERFLIES, 1986 - S & A COKER 

A  to ta l o f  so m e 1 0 8  sp ec ie s  h ave  so  fa r b een  id en tif ied  fro m  m a te ria l co llec ted . A  co m p le te  an a lys is  
o f  th ese  reco rd s  h as  y e t to  b e  co m p le ted  b u t a  few  reco rd s o f  in te res t a re  g iven  below . 

M o st reco rd in g  e ffo rt w as g iven  to  co as ta l (c lif f )  g rasslan d  an d  th e  m arsh lan d  ad jacen t to  th e  u p p er 
reach es  o f  th e  M ilfo rd  H aven  w a terw ay  - o f  p a rticu la r in te re s t w as  th e  R ed  D ata  B o o k  sp ec ies  
E u m eru s sab u lo n u m  a t N o lto n  H aven . D u rin g  th e  la tte r p a rt o f  th e  sea so n  an  a ttem p t to  m ap  th e  
ran ge  o f  A rc to p h ila  fu lva  w as  m ad e . In  P em b ro k esh ire  th e  sp ec ie s  seem s to  b e  asso c ia ted  w ith  
g ra ss lan d /sc ru b  w ith  ab u n d an t d ev il's -b it scab io u s S u cc isa  p ra ten sis  an d  is  cu rren tly  k n o w n  fro m  ten  
1 0  k m  sq u are s. 

O D O N A T A  

CEREDIGION DRAGONFLIES, 1986 - F EVANS 

T h e  1 9 8 6  su m m er w as co o le r, c lo u d ie r, an d  w ith  h igh e r p rec ip ita tio n , th an  ave rage  fo r W ales. A fte r 
a  very  co ld  s ta rt, an d  a  sh o rt b u rst o f su n n y w eath er fro m  m id -Ju n e  to  early  Ju ly , th e  co o l w e t 
w eath er se t in  u n til th e  In d ian  su m m er m o n th s o f S ep tem b er an d  O cto b er. T h e  su ccess o f O d o n ata  
sp ec ies  re flec ted  th e  p a tte rn  o f th e  su m m er, th e  h o t su n n y au tu m n a l w eath er u n fo rtu n ate ly  a rriv in g  
to o  la te  fo r th e  b u lk  o f o u r d rag o n flie s, a lth o u gh  S ym p e tru m  strio la tu m , S . d an ae , an d  A esh n a  sp p  
ap p eared  to  b en efit. T h e  la rge ly  w et an d  co o l Ju ly  an d  A u gu st o f 1 9 8 6  p erh ap s ex p la in s th e  gen e ra l 
scarc ity  o f d rag o n fly  s igh tin gs in  C e red ig io n  th is  yea r. C eriag r io n  ten e llu m  reco rd s w ere  
p articu larly  few , a lth o u gh  th is  is p o ssib ly  d u e  to  u n d er-reco rd in g  ra th er th an  a  re flec tio n  o f 
p o p u la tio n  d ec lin e . 

O n  a  m o re  p o sitive  n o te , th e  1 9 8 6  d rago n fly  seaso n  in  C e red ig io n  w as n o tab le  fo r th e  n u m b er o f 
s igh tin gs o f O rth e tru m  co eru le scen s an d  Isch n u ra  p u m ilio . O . co e ru le scen s w as reco rd ed  fro m  six  
n ew  sites  th is  yea r, in c lu d in g  a  s tream  w ith  p o o r  fen  v egeta tio n  a s w e ll as  m o re  typ ica l h ab ita ts  su ch  
as  sh a llo w  p ea ty  flu sh es in  va lley  m ires . I. p u m ilio  w as w ell reco rd ed  w ith  th ree  n ew  sites  b e in g  
d isco vered  - th e  p erip h era l d ra in age  d itch es o f C o rs  P en -p egw s ( 2 2 / 6 - 2 7 7 4 )  basin  m ire; the  floo d-
p lain  d itches o f G w aun  Llan io -isaf ( 2 2 / 6 3 6 5 5 6 ) ;  an d  a  recen tly  ex cavated  d eco y p o n d  a t H en d re-
h a id d  (2 2 /6 2 8 7 3 4 ). 

I w o u ld  lik e  to  th an k  a ll o f th e  read ers  w h o  co n trib u ted  th e ir s igh tin gs th is year, an d  to  ap p ea l to  
read ers  to  co n tin u e  to  reco rd  d rago n flie s in  1 9 8 7 . 

DRAGONFLY RECORDING IN PEMBROKESHIRE AND CARMARTHENSHIRE, 1986 -S J 
COKER 

T h e lack  o f  w a rm  su n n y  d ays  co u p led  w ith  co n tin u o u s  h igh  w in d s  h a s res tric ted  d rago n fly  reco rd in g  
th is  sea so n . N o  n ew  sp ec ie s  h av e  b een  reco rd ed . T h e  m o s t in te re stin g  reco rd s  a re  g iv en  b e lo w : 



Ischnura pumilio -Several new sites in Pembs and one record from a new site in Carms. 

Coenagrion mercuriale - Richard Evans reports that the recently-discovered Clegyr-boyn (12/72) site 
has thrived this year. 

Gomphus vulgatissimus - The very late emergence of this species in 1986 restricted the amount of 
useful recording and no new records outside its known range in Carms were made. 

Aeshna mixta - Both in 1985 and 1986 many emerging individuals were seen at the dune slack in Mere 
Pool Valley (11/99) - over sixty exuviae were collected in 1985. 

A major effort was made this year by Richard Evans to record the dragonflies of the farm irrigation 
reservoirs on the St Davids peninsula (12/72) - about thirty ponds were visited throughout the season. 

C O L E O P T E R A  

CASUAL BEETLE RECORDS, CEREDIGION 1986 - A P FOWLES 

In the quiet winter months, when many insects are inactive, there is no need for the entomologist to go 
into hibernation as a high proportion of ground beetles Carabidae are still abroad. Turning over (and 
subsequently replacing) stones and logs can reveal a fascinating world of invertebrates in which 
carabids feature prominently. Some thirty-five species were recorded in this manner although there are 
likely to be about 150 species in the county. The slightly warmer days of spring brought three records 
of considerable interest. On 3 April a Pterostichus aethiops was found under a stone in the valley 
oakwoods of Cwm Clettwr (22/665920) at 90 m asl. This species is normally associated with upland 
moors but Keith Alexander (1986) has also found it in woodlands in the winter and suspects there may 
be a local migration down from the hills in autumn to escape the worst of the weather. Agonum ericeti, 
a brilliant metallic diurnal species, was common on the central dome of Cors Fochno (22/635917) on 
26 April. It is a frequent inhabitant of bogs in northern England and Scotland but there are very few 
records elsewhere. The other interesting record concerns an invader which is rapidly colonising Britain 
from southern England (Key 1986) - a single male Leistus rufomarginatus was found under a log in the 
dingle woodland of Cwm Mawr, Llanddeiniol (22/558723) on 3 May. 

Glow-worms Lampyris noctiluca (Lampyridae) seem to be scarce in west Wales but perhaps they are 
somewhat overlooked. I was previously only aware of one Ceredigion colony, on the bracken-clad 
slopes of Foel Fawr (22/687951), but this autumn the conspicuous larvae were found at two new 
localities. On 9 September they were seen amongst cliff-top grassland at Mwnt (22/201521) and on the 
sand-dunes at Gwbert (22/163486). Further records of this local species in Dyfed would be welcomed 
for a future article on its status in the three vice-counties. 

Dead-wood beetles provided some interesting records this summer. The longhorns Cerambycidae 
include several unmistakable insects and amongst the widespread Strangalia maculata observed was a 
single S. quadrifasciata. There are relatively few Welsh sightings (summarised in Miles 1977) for this 
large black and yellow beetle which is associated with old willows. One was found on umbels on the 
banks of the Afon Teifi (22/193435) on 3 September. Another nationally scarce longhorn is Judolia 
cerambyciformis which is whitish with black spots. It appears to be fairly frequent in Dyfed and was 
recorded from seven sites in Ceredigion this year, usually in clusters on the flowerheads of hogweed 
Heracleum sphondylium or angelica Angelica sylvestris in woodland edge habitats. Other dead-wood 
breeders included the beautiful bee chafer Trichius fasciatus (Scarabaeidae) near Eglwys-fach 
(22/695963) on 6 July (Miles 1982 summarises the Welsh records for this species) and the soft-bodied 
Melandrya caraboides (Melandryidae) at Glandyfi (22/695970) on 15 June. 
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T h ere  w ere  th ree  o th er lo ca l sp ec ies  reco rd ed  th is  yea r -  C an th a ris  th o rac ica , a  so ld ie r-b ee tle  
C a n th a rid a e , w as  tak en  o n  p o o r fen  a lo n gs id e  N an t B ryn -m aen  ( 2 2 / 6 3 6 5 6 2 )  o n  1 0  Ju ly ; 
P h y llo b ro tica  q u ad rim acu la ta , a  le af  b ee tle  C h ry so m elid a e , o n  sk u llcap  S cu te lla r ia  ga le ricu la ta  o n  
th e  b an k s o f  A fo n  C le ttw r a t T a lgarreg  (2 2 /4 2 0 4 9 5 ), 2 3  Ju ly ; an d  C ass id a  m u rraea , a  ra re  
to rto ise sh e ll b ee tle  C h ry so m elid a e  n o rm ally  fo u n d  in  so u th -ea s t E n g lan d , found on  fleabane 
Pulicaria  dysenterica in  so ligenous flushes near Penparc, C ardigan  (22/201488) on 9 July. 

R eferences; 

A L E X A N D E R , K  (1 9 8 6 ) -  T w o  recen t reco rd s  o f  P te ro s tich u s  ae th io p s fro m  S o m erse t. E n t M on M ag 
122: 4. 

K E Y , R  S  (1 986 ) - L eis tu s  ru fom arg in atus  in  R ad norsh ire .  E n t M on  M ag 12 2 ; 1 99 . 

M ILE S , P  M   (1 977 ) -  T h e L on gh orn  B ee tle  S tran ga lia  q uadrifascia ta  in  W ales. N atu re  in  W ales.  16: 171-172. 

M ILE S , P  M  (1 98 2) - B u m b le  B ee m im ic  T rich ius fasc ia tu s in  W ales.   E n t M o n  M ag 11 8 : 1 1-16. 

DINEFWR DEER PARK, CARMARTHENSHIRE (22/612217) - THE BEST DYFED SITE FOR 
DEAD WOOD INVERTEBRATES? - K ALEXANDER 

D inefw r Park  and  W oods is  on e o f on ly  s ix  pastu re-w ood land  areas in  W ales listed  by  H ard ing  an d  
R o se  (In  P re ss ) a s  b e in g  o f  h igh  va lu e  fo r th e  co n se rva tio n  o f  w ild life . S o , w h en  I f irs t h eard  o f  th e  
p o ss ib ility  o f  th e  N a tio n a l T ru st a cq u irin g  th e  P a rk , I  im m ed ia te ly  m ad e  m y  in te res t k n o w n  to  th e  
T ru st's  R eg io n al D irec to r fo r S o u th  W a le s. A  v is it w as  even tu a lly  p o ss ib le  o n  1 9  Ju n e  1 9 8 6 , an d  Ian  
M o rgan  an d  A d rian  F o w les  w e re  ab le  to  jo in  m e  an d  sh o w  m e  aro u n d  th e  s ite . I  w as sp ec if ic a lly  
lo o k in g  fo r th e  sp ec ia lis t " o ld  tim b er"  b ee tle  fau n a  lis ted  in  H ard in g  and  R ose , and  by  the  end  o f  the  
day  had  found  five  o f the spec ies  in  questio n : P ed iacus derm esto ides, C tesias  se rra, S tenago stus 
v illo sus, O rchesia undu lata  and  S ino dend ron  cy lin d ricu m . N o th in g  w ild ly  ex c itin g , b u t a  rea so n ab le  
lis t fo r a  b rie f  v is it, an d  p ro b ab ly  th e longest fo r an y  D yfed  site  so  fa r! 

A  good  range o f o ther deadw ood  in hab iting  inverteb rates  w ere a lso  found . T he  b ee tles  A b raeus 
g lo b o su s, C ery lo n  fe rru g in eu m  an d  C . h is te ro id es a re  p ro b ab ly  a lso  co n fin ed  to  "o ld  tim b er"  s ites  in  
w es te rn  B rita in . O th er b ee tle s  in c lu d ed  S ten o co ru s  m erid ian u s , D asy tes  aera tu s , S caph id ium  
quadrim acu latum , P yroch roa serratico rn is  and  D en tico llis linearis , and  a lso  p resen t w ere  la rvae  o f  th e  
f ly  X y lo p h agu s  a te r  (n ew  to  D yfed  an d  an o th er " o ld  tim b er"  sp ec ia l) an d  a larva o f  a  snakefly  
R aph id ia sp . 

L ate r in  th e  su m m er I K  M o rgan  reco rd ed  an o th er scarce  d ead w o o d  b ee tle  a t D in e fw r -Thym alus 
lim batus. 

R eferences; 

H A R D IN G , P  T  &  R O S E  F  -  P astu re -W o o d lan d s in  L o w lan d  B rita in . A  R ev iew  o f th e ir 
im p o rtance  fo r W ild life  C o n serv ation . In stitu te  o f T errestr ia l E co log y  (N E R C ), 
H untingdon. 

CA RM A RT H EN SH IRE BE ETL ES, 1986 - I K  M O R G A N  

The limited amount of work done on Coleoptera in previous years was expanded upon in 1986 and 
several species of note were recorded. The Cerambycidae or longhorns, for example, are now better 
known and nine species were encountered, including Strangalia quadrifasciata at two sites - Gilfach Wen 
(22/259297) and Pembrey Forest (22/387042); Judolia cerambyciformis at three localities; and the 
impressive tanner beetle Prionus coriarius recorded at Dinefwr Deer Park (22/610225) by Tim Davies on 
17 August. 



A  d iffe ren t assem b lage  o f b ee tles  w as reco rd ed  a t th e  m arsh es, w e t m ead o w s an d  w o o d lan d  o f 
Y n ys-u ch a f (2 2 /4 9 O 1 5 0 ) n ea r P o rth rh yd . H ere , in  Ju ly  th e  b rillian tly -co lo u red  C h ry so m elid  
P ilem o sto m a (- C h ryso lin a) fa stu o sa  w as n o ted  an d  B le th isa  m u ltip u n c ta ta , a  g ro u n d  b ee tle  th a t h as 
d ec reased  q u ite  m ark ed ly  b ecau se  o f lan d  d ra in ag e , w as a lso  tak en . T h e  d is tin c tive  P h yllo b ro tica  
q u ad rim acu la ta  w as freq u en tly  seen  o n  its  fo o d p lan t sk u llcap  S cu te lla ria  ga le ricu la ta  -  it w as a lso  
reco rd ed  a t L au g h arn e  B u rro w s ( 2 2 / 2 7 5 0 8 5 )  o n  7  Ju ly  an d  a t Pistyllgw yn (2 2 /5 6 7 3 3 0 )  on 4 A ugust. 

T h e  co asta l san d -d u n es a t T yw yn  B u rro w s w ere  a lso  p ro d u ctive  fo r C o leo p tera  in  1 9 8 6 . T h e  la rge  
s tran d lin e  C a ra b id  E u ryn eb ria  co m p lan a ta , a  sp ec ies  w ith  a  lim ited  g lo b al d is trib u tio n , w as tak en  a t 
C efn  S id an  ( 2 2 / 3 6 2 0 4 7 )  o n  2 4  A u gu st; th e  in d iv id u a l cap tu red  w as restin g  u n d er d riftw o o d  w ith  
B ro scu s cep h a lo te s an d  m arin e  ta litrid s , san d h o p p ers , its  p rin c ip a l p rey . A n o th er n o tab le  C a ra b id  
n o ted  a t T yw yn  P o in t ( 2 2 / 3 5 9 0 6 2 )  w as C ic in d ela  m aritim a, a  tige r b ee tle  th a t o ccu rs lo ca lly  o n  
b are  d u n es; its  m u ch  co m m o n er re la tive  C . cam p estris  w as n o ted  a t severa l lo ca litie s , m o stly  in  th e  
so u th  o f th e  co u n ty . T w o  o th er n o tab le  sp ec ie s seen  a t T yw yn  B u rro w s w ere  C h ryso m e la  p o p u li 
(o ften  o n  creep in g  w illo w  S alix  rep en s) an d  C ryp tocephalus au reo lus, bo th  C hrysom elids. 

S eve ra l v is its  w ere  m ad e  to  th e  ac id ic , h ea th y p astu res  a t G arn an t (2 2 /6 8 7 1 2 5 ) in  th e  A m m an  va lley  
w h ere , in  m id -Ju n e , th e  la rg e  ro ve -b ee tle  O n th o lestes  tesse lla tu s  w as reco rd ed . A lso  p resen t w as th e  
m a in ly  u p lan d  an d  a ttrac tive ly-co lo u red  c lick -b ee tle  C ten icera  cu p rea . A n o th e r lo ca lised  c lick -
b ee tle , A m p ed u s b a ltea tu s w as tak en  a t L lw yn  T eg , L lan o n  (2 2 /5 5 0 0 8 3 )  on 6 June. 

O f th e  reaso n ab le  n u m b er o f C a n th a rid s  (so ld ier-b ee tles) reco rd ed  A n cistro n ych a  ab d o m in alis , 
n o ted  b y A  P  F o w les a t C w m  C lyd ach  (2 2 /7 4 0 1 9 4 ) o n  1 9  Ju n e , w as p ro b ab ly  th e  b est fin d . S eve ra l 
ad d itio n al reco rd s w ere  m ad e  o f th e  S ca ra b id  T rich iu s fa sc ia tu s, a  la rge  an d  ve ry  a ttrac tive  b ee tle  
w ith  fu rry , b ee -lik e , w ing-cases. It req u ires  d ead  w o o d  fo r b reed in g  an d  is  typ ica lly  seen , in  
C arm arth en sh ire  a t le ast, a lo n g  su n n y, flo w er-rich  w o o d  ed ges in  ea rly  Ju ly . T h is yea r tw o  
sp ec im en s w ere  rep o rted  b y th e  B ritish  D ip tera  G ro u p  - a t L au gh a rn e  B urrow s (22/305073) and  C w m  
Saw dde (22/721251) on 7  and 9  July respectively. 
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MOLLUSCA 

RECENT LAND MOLLUSC RECORDING IN CEREDIGION - A O CHATER 

In  th e ab sen ce  o f an y gen eral acco u n t o f C ered ig io n , V C 4 6 , lan d  m o llu scs it is  d ifficu lt to  pu t 
p articu lar reco rd s in to  co n tex t, and  in  th is no te I w ill ra th er co m m en t o n  th e gen eral state  o f 
reco rd in g  an d  m en tio n  so m e o f th e m ore  in terestin g  fea tu res  o f d is trib u tio n , esp ecia lly  in  
relatio n  to  n ew  reco rd s fo r th e v ice co u n ty. U n til 19 8 3  C ered ig io n  h ad  b een  rath er p o o rly  
co v ered  b y reco rd ers  an d  w as n o tab le ch iefly  fo r tw o  reco rd s o f rarities . F irs tly  L . m acu latu s (=  
L . p seu d o flav u s, L . g ro ssu i), a  m o ttled  yello w ish -grey s lu g  w id esp read  in  Ire lan d , w as reco rd ed  
fo r th e firs t tim e in  B rita in  fro m  a  w o o d  n ear M yd ro ilyn  b y  S  P  D ance in  1 9 6 9 . T h ere are s till 
v ery few  reco rd s o f it in  B ritain , an d  it h as  been  fo u n d  o n ly o n ce  m o re in  C ered ig io n , a  ju v en ile  
o n  w aste  g ro u n d  in  P o n tsian  v illage  in  M arch  1 9 8 6 . S eco n d ly, H elico d iscu s sin g leyan u s, a  
m in u te alien  su b terran ean  sn ail, u su ally  in tro d u ced  v ia  g reen h o u ses, w as fo u n d  in  a litte r  sam p le  
fro m  th e g ro u n ds o f Y n ys-h ir  H all H o tel, E g lw ys-fach , in  1 9 7 5 , o n ly  its seco n d  site  in  B ritain  
(C h atfield  1 9 7 7 ). It h as  n o t b een  refo u n d  in  C ered ig io n  an d  is  s till k n o w n  fro m  o n ly a  h and fu l 
o f s ites  in  B ritain . 

S in ce  1 9 8 3  reco rd ing , b y  th e  au th o r an d  A  P  F o w les in  p articu lar, h as ad d ed  so m e 6 3 7  1 0  k m  
sq u are d o ts  to  the  6 7 6  a lread y in  C ered ig io n  in  th e A tlas o f 1 9 7 6  (K ern ey 1 9 7 6 ). T h e n u m b er o f 
te trad  reco rd s accu m u lated  d u rin g  th ese last th ree  years (th e co m m o n est an d  p ro b ab ly 
u b iq u ito u s sp ecies , D iscu s ro tu n d atu s, b eing  n o w  reco rd ed  fro m  1 9 3  o u t o f th e  5 2 9  tetrad s) 
su ggests  th at w e m ay b e  ab le to  p ro d u ce s ign ifican t tetrad  m ap s w ith in  a  few  years. N u m ero u s 
litte r  an d  m o ss sam p les h av e b een  s iev ed  an d  so rted , co v erin g  o v er 1 3 0  sites  in  all b u t th ree o f 
th e  1 0  k m  sq u ares, m o stly  fro m  w o o d lan d  an d  w etlan d  sites , p ro v id in g  a u sefu l b ack -u p  to  
m o re  casu al reco rd in g . 

T h e  g reatest d iv ersity  o f lan d  m o llu scs is u su ally  in  areas o f ca lcareo u s ro ck , an d  in  an cien t 
w oodland  and  o ld , u nd istu rbed  w etland  (K erney &  S tu bbs, 198O ). C ered igion  p red ictab ly lack s a  
n u m b er o f ca lcico le sp ecies , b u t p ro v es to  b e rich  in  an cien t w o o d lan d  an d  w etlan d  in d ica to rs  
(so m e o f th ese  sp ecies  are  in  fac t so  w id esp read  in  o b v io u sly  seco n d ary an d  d is tu rb ed  h ab itats 
th a t th e ir  v alu e as  in d ica to rs  in  w est W ales m u st b e  ca lled  in to  q u estio n ). P ro b ab ly th e m o st 
reliab le an cien t w o o d lan d  in d icato r, the  sm all p lated  sn ail S p erm o d ea lam ella ta, is n ow  k n o w n  
fro m  1 1  tetrad s, in clu d in g  m o st o f th e b est w o o d lan d  sites  in  th e d istrict su ch  as  C o ed  R h eid o l 
N N R  an d  th e L lyfn an t, C lettw r, A rth  an d  G w en ffrw d  d in g les . T h e  m in u te o p ercu late sn a il, 
A cicu la fu sca , n o t reco rd ed  fo r C ered ig io n  u n til 1 9 8 4 , is  n o w  k n o w n  fro m  7  te trad s, b u t as w ell 
as  an cien t w o o d lan d s it o ccu rs  o n  m o u n ta in  ro ck  led ges at 3 1 0  m  at C raig  y  P is tyll an d  in  
flu sh es on  th e  sea  cliffs  a t M w n t. O f th e in d icato r slu gs, L im ax  ten ellu s, a  sm all, lem o n -yello w  
slu g  w ith  a v ery  sh o rt k eel, is k n o w n  o n ly fro m  an cien t w o o d lan d s in  th e  G w enffrw d  d in g le, 
w h ere it w as fo u n d  in  1 9 8 5 ; an d  L . cin ereo n iger, th e  la rgest B ritish  slu g , is k n o w n  fro m  1 1  
te trad s a ltho u gh  sev eral o f its  s ites  are  in  seco n d ary w o o d lan d . A n o th er trad itio n al an cien t 
w o o d lan d  in d icato r, Z en o b iella  su b rufescen s, a  m ed iu m -sized  sn ail w ith  a th in , flex ib le sh e ll, is 
k n o w n fro m  4 6  tetrad s, and  th o u gh  th e s ites  are ch iefly  in  w o o d lan d  m an y are  in  seco n d ary 
w o o d lan d  an d  sev eral are in  u n w o o d ed  p laces. F in a lly  Leio styla an g lica, k n o w n  fro m  1 7  
te trad s, is  sim ilarly  b y n o  m ean s co n fin ed  to  an cien t w o o d lan d . In  gen era l, h ow ev er, th e 
w o o d lan d s th at a re rich est in  sp ecies, an d  th at co n tain  th e m o st in d icato r sp ecies , are  th o se  
co n sid ered  to  b e  th e  rich est an cien t w o o d lan d s o n  b o tan ical ev id en ce . S o m e o f o u r w o o d lan d  
sites a re in d eed  v ery rich  in  lan d  m o llu sc sp ecies , C oed m or fo r ex am ple hav ing 40 , and  the 
G w enffrw d 41 . 

T h e  o ld , u n d istu rb ed  w etlan d  in d icato rs  in c lu d e th ree o f th e m in u te V ertigo  sp ecies . V . 
su b striata is  n o w  reco rd ed  fro m  3 7  tetrad s, V . an tiv ertigo  fro m  1 8 , an d  V . lilljeb o rg i fro m  4 . 
T h is last is th e m o st in terestin g  n ew  sp ecies  to  h av e b een  reco rd ed  fro m  C ered ig io n  in  recen t 
years. C o n sid ered  to  b e  a late g lac ial relic , p rev io u sly  k n o w n  fro m  n o  fu rth er so u th  th an  
S n o w d o n ia , V . lilljeb o rg i w as fo u n d  in  1 9 8 4  in  a k ettle-h o le  b asin -m ire at L langyb i (C h ater 
1 9 8 5 ). S in ce th en  it h as  b een  fo u n d  in  ab u n d an ce o n  flo o d -p la in  m ire b y th e T eifi at G w aun  
L lan io -isaf, an d  in  m arsh y o x -b o w s o f th e T eifi at H ig hm ead  (as w ell as a t C il-y -b la id d  in  
C arm arth en sh ire). It is  a  sign ifican t ad d itio n  to  th e lis t o f rare  an d  in terestin g  in v erteb ra tes o f 
th e  T eifi w etlan d s. 



T w o  o th er sn ails o f m o re  o r less  w ild , n a tiv e h ab itats , n ew  fo r th e  v ice-co u n ty, p ro v id e  an  
in terestin g  geo grap h ical co n trast -  A sh fo rd ia g ran u lata is  a  w estern  sp ecies  v irtu ally  co n fin ed  to  
th e  B ritish  Isles , an d  sin ce its  d isco v ery in  C ered ig io n  in  1 9 8 3  h as b een  reco rd ed  fro m  1 5  te trad s, 
m o stly  co asta l an d  in  th e  so u th -w est. It occu rs  in  d am p  sites , in c lu d in g  co astal flu sh es an d  d am p  
w o o d lan d . T rich ia  p leb eia o ccu rs in  cen tral E u rop e  an d  cen tral E n g lan d  an d  s in ce its d isco v ery in  
C ered ig io n  in  1 9 8 4  h as b een  reco rd ed  fro m  8  tetrad s. T h e sites  a re a ll in  d am p  w o o d lan d  b u t 
n o n e are coastal, a lth o u gh  th ey are the  w estern m o st lo calities fo r th e sp ecies in  B ritain . (T h is  
g ro u p  o f sp ecies in  T rich ia  is , h o w ev er, cu rren tly  b ein g  rev ised  and  T . p lebeia m ay w ell p rove no t 
to  be a d istinct species as it is now  recogn ised .)  

M o st o f th e o th er n ew  reco rd s fo r C ered ig io n  s in ce 1 9 8 3  are o f sp ecies  p ro b ab ly n o t tru ly  n ativ e 
h ere . M o n ach a  can tian a, th e K en tish  sn ail, is in  B ritain  la rgely  co nfin ed  an d  n ativ e to  th e  so u th -
east o f a  lin e fro m  th e S ev ern  to  th e  T ees. T h ere is  a  large  co lo ny  at A b erystw yth , stretch in g  
alo n g  th e  n o rth  b an k  o f th e R h eid o l fro m  ju st ab o v e  T refech an  B ridge to  Pont Sain t-B rieuc, on 
w aste ground, allo tm ents and  scrub. It w as doubtless in tro d u ced  fro m  th e railw ay. O n e ju v en ile  h as 
also  b een  fo u nd  in  L lan b ad arn  T refeg lw ys ch u rch yard . (T h ere is a  sm all co lo n y in  th e p art o f 
C ered ig io n  th at is in  V C 4 5 , o n  the  b an k  b etw een  th e  ro ad  an d  the  sa ltm arsh  1 5 0  m  n o rth -w est o f 
th e  W eb ley H o tel, P o p p it.)  T h e so m ew h at calcico le sp ecies  E n a  ob scu ra , k n o w n  in  W ales m o stly  
o n ly fro m  th e  lim esto n e  areas, w as fo u n d  in  1 9 8 6  o n  th e ra ilw ay em b an k m en t a lo n g  th e  D yfi 
estu ary, an d  o n  a w all in Llangw yryfon old churchyard. 

T h e m in u te, n eed le-lik e, su b terran ean , b lin d  sn ail, C ecilio id es ac icu la, w as fo u n d  in  L lech ryd  an d  
M w n t ch u rch yard s, an d  at a  ru in ed  co ttage s ite  o n  P en d in as, A b erystw yth . A n o th er 
p red om inan tly sou th-eastern  and  calcico le species, it is one o f a num ber o f sn ails ch aracteris tic  o f 
d ry, u su ally  calcareo u s s ites  th at d id  no t reach  B rita in  u n til w ell in to  th e p o st-g lacial p erio d . In  
C ered ig io n  th ese sp ecies  are  la rgely  co n fin ed  to  th e  co astal frin ge , an d  b esid es C ecilio id es 
in c lu d e C an d id u la in tersec ta , C o ch licella  acu ta an d  C ern u ella  v irga ta. T h e  last tw o  reach  th eir  
g rea test d en sities  at M w nt an d  G w b ert. A t M w n t, to o , a  sin g le su b fo ssil sh e ll o f P o m atias  elegan s 
w as fo u n d  in  a  m o leh ill b y A  P  F o w les in  1 9 8 6 . T h is  q u ite  la rge, o p ercu late sp ecies is  s trictly  
co n fin ed  to  friab le, d ry  calcareo u s so il in to  w hich  it can  b u rro w , an d  in  W ales is  k n o w n  o n ly 
fro m  th e lim esto n e  alo n g  th e  n o rth  an d  so u th  co asts. W h eth er, as seem s m o st lik e ly , th ere w as 
o n ce  a  n a tiv e  o r accid en tally  in trod u ced  p o p u latio n  at M w n t, o r w h eth er it w as an  iso lated  
in tro d u ctio n , is  u n certain , an d  sev eral search es h av e failed  to  reveal m ore specim ens. 

A m o n g slu gs recen tly  reco rd ed  n ew  fo r C ered ig io n  is  B o ettgerilla  p a llen s, th e w o rm  slu g , firs t 
reco rd ed  in  B rita in  in  1 97 2  an d  sp read in g  a go o d  d eal faster th an  th e C o llared  D o v e, is  n o w  
k n o w n fro m  1 2  tetrad s in  C ered ig io n  an d  h as been  fo u n d  in  m o st p arts o f E n g lan d  an d  W ales. It 
is  na tiv e o f so u th -east E u rop e , an d  th e reaso n  fo r its su dd en  ex p an sio n  o f range is unknow n. 

A ck n o w led gem en ts: I am  esp ecia lly  g ratefu l to  A  P  F o w les an d  D r M  P  K ern ey fo r p ro v id in g  
records and  in fo rm atio n . 

R eferences: 

C H A T E R ,  A  O  (1 9 8 5 ) -  V ertigo  lilljeb o rg i liv in g  in  C ard ig an sh ire.   J  C o n ch  Lo n d  3 2 : 1 4 7-148 . 

CHATFIELD, J (1977) - Helicodiscus singleyanus (Pilsbry) (Pulmonata : Endodontidae)   found in the 
British Isles.   J Conch Lond 29: 137-140. 

KERNEY, M P (1976) - Atlas of the non-marine Mollusca of the British Isles.   Conchological Society 
& NERC. 

KERNEY,  M  P & STUBBS,  A (1980) - The Conservation of Snails, Slugs and Freshwater Mussels.  
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LAND SNAILS IN CARMARTHENSHIRE IN 1986 - I K MORGAN 

Mollusc recording underwent its customary lull during the summer months when attention was 
diverted to other invertebrate groups but in spite of this there were several notable records. The ancient 
woodland indicator slug Limax cinereoniger was found at three sites - a cwm near Pont Aber 
(22/738225), Dinefwr Castle Woods (22/613217) and in a limestone ashwood near Garregwenlais 
(22/602165). The arboreal snail Balea perversa was noted at Dinefwr Deer Park (22/614225) on 19 
June when several were found under the peeling bark of an ageing sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus. 

Recent fieldwork by A P Fowles turned up two interesting records - Vertigo pygmaea at Craig Ddu 
(22/325101) on 26 November (only the third vice-county record) and the very important occurrence, on 
1 December, of Spermodea lamellata at Nant Cwm-hagr (22/395289), a tributary valley of the Cwm 
Duad complex of woodlands. At Nant Cwm-hagr Spermodea was found in some quantity in a base-
rich flush with dog's mercury Mercurialis perennis, hart's-tongue Phyllitis scolopendrium etc ... A 
week later Spermodea was again found, in similar flushed situations, at Nant Alus, east of Coed Weddus 
(22/745276). These two discoveries represent a significant extension of range for this ecologically-
restricted species. 

ONISCIDAE 

WOODLOUSE RECORDING IN CEREDIGION, 1986 - A O CHATER 

The known status of woodlice in Ceredigion up to mid 1986 was summarised in a paper in DIG 
Newsletter No 2. The more interesting records for the early part of the year were included there, 
notably those by A P Fowles of Armadillidium album at Ynyslas and Gwbert. This Red Data Book 
category 3 species (rare, at risk) is clearly doing well in Ceredigion. The other small species of 
Armadillidium in the district, A. pulchellum, was found in two more coastal cliff slope sites and in a 
synanthopic dry-stone wall inland site, its two familiar habitats in Ceredigion, but in August one 
specimen (identified by D T Richardson) was found in an NCC pitfall trap on wet heath at Rhos 
Pennar-fawr (22/370533) at 180 m asl and 4 km inland. This is a rarely recorded habitat for A. 
pulchellum, and it will be interesting to see whether more records emerge from the pitfall samples 
being taken at other such sites in Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire. 

Porcellionides pruinosus, an easily recognisable species rather like the common Porcellio scaber but 
smoother and purplish-brown with a blue-grey bloom and conspicuous, rather long whitish legs with 
which it runs rapidly, was found during the summer in two more manure heap sites, one at the north 
end of the district at Glandyfi, the other at Llanllyr in the Aeron valley. It would be interesting to know 
more about the populations of this species. Vast numbers can build up in old manure heaps, only to be 
dispersed over surrounding pastures when the manure is spread. How many individuals survive and 
breed in these pastures? Small populations clearly survive in farmyards or cowsheds or on the sites of 
dispersed manure heaps in the corners of fields and thus innoculate new heaps. 

A n ts , in  w h o se n ests th e b lin d , w h ite P latyarth ru s h o ffm an n segg i h av e  b een  fo u n d  in  an  
A b erystw yth  garden , h av e n o w  b een  id en tified  as  M yrm ica ru b ra, and  o n  co asta l g rasslan d  at 
B o rth  an d  Y n ys-las as  Lasiu s n iger, (C h ris  H am es, D ep artm en t o f P u re an d  A pp lied  Z o o lo gy , 
U n iv ersity  o f R ead in g , is in v estigatin g  th e asso ciatio n  o f an ts an d  w oo d lice an d  w o u ld  w elco m e 
sam p les o f b o th , as  fo u n d  in  asso ciatio n , in  7 0 %  alcoh o l, fu lly  lab elled  w ith  s ite  de ta ils .)  

G en era l reco rd in g  an d  tetrad  m ap p in g , u n fo rtu n ate ly  still large ly  b y th e au th o r an d  A  P  Fo w les, 
is  co n tinu in g  an d  th e  co m m o n est sp ecies , O n iscu s asellu s , h as  n o w  b een  reco rd ed  fro m  2 0 7  o f 
th e  5 2 9  tetrad s. 



The woodlice of Pembrokeshire are at present much less well known than those of the other districts of 
Dyfed. An interesting record of Androniscus dentiger, a small, distinctive rose - or flesh-pink species 
with eyes each of a single black ocellus, by T Martin from his garden at Neyland is the first for 
Pembrokeshire of this species, although as it is recorded from 34 tetrads in Ceredigion it may well 
prove to be equally widespread there. 

WOODLICE IN CARMARTHENSHIRE, 1986 - I K MORGAN 

T h e n u m b er o f  w o o d lo u se  sp ec ie s  reco rd ed  in  th e  v ice -co u n ty  n o w  stan d s  a t e igh teen , th ree  species 
being added in 1986. 

In  la te  M arch , A rth u r C h ate r m ad e  a  very  im p o rtan t f in d  b y  d isco ve rin g  M eta trich o n isco id es  ce lticus 
in  an  o ld , d isused  lim estone  quarry  a t C apel D yd dgen  (22 /4681 23) near C rw bin . H ith erto , th e  w o rld  
ran ge  o f  th is  sp ec ies  w as  o n ly  a  co u p le  o f  s ites  o n  th e  G lam o rgan  co as t. T he C rw bin  specim ens w ere 
confirm ed by A lison  T rew  of N M W  w ho , together w ith  P  G  O liver, f irs t d escrib ed  th e  sp ec ies  as  n ew  
to  sc ien ce  in  1 9 8 1 . A p art f ro m  its  ex trem e  scarc ity , th e  f in d in g  o f  M . ce lticu s  a t C rw b in  h as  sh o w n  
th a t th e  sp ec ie s  is  n o t co n fin ed  to  th e  su p ra lit-to ral zone  as  w as p reviou sly  thou gh t. 

A n o th e r n ew  co u n ty  reco rd  w as P o rce llio n id es  (=  M eto p o n o rth u s)  c in g en d u s , fo u n d  6  M ay , in  th ick , 
g ra ssy  le af  litte r o n  th e  lim es to n e  c lif fs  a t D o lw en  P o in t ( 2 2 / 2 3 3 0 7 8 ) ,  ju s t w es t o f  P en d in e . T h is  
sp ec ie s  h a s a  m ark ed ly  so u th -w es te rn  d is trib u tio n  in  th e  B ritish  Is les , an d  h as  b een  q u ite  f req u en tly  
reco rd ed  e lsew h e re  o n  th e  P em b ro k esh ire  an d  C ered ig io n  co as t, so  its  o ccu rren ce  in  V C 4 4  w as  n o t 
u n ex p ec ted ; th ere  a re  a lso  o ld  reco rd s  fo r G o w er (V C 4 1 ). T h e  la te st ad d itio n  to  th e  co u n ty  lis t is  
P o rce llio  sp in ico rn is  w h ich  w as  fo u n d  in  so m e  abundance on  the perim eter w all o f L landeilo  church  
( 2 2 / 6 3 2 2 2 5 )  on  10  D ecem ber. M ortared  w alls  a re  a  favo u red  h ab ita t in  w es t W a les  an d  th e  
asso c ia tio n  w ith  ecc les ia s tic a l b u ild in gs  has frequen tly  b een  no ticed . 

T h e  co n s id e rab le  d ep o s its  o f  sa ltm arsh  d eb ris  la id  d o w n  a lo n g  th e  s tran d lin e  a t P em b rey  B u rro w s  
(2 2 /4 3 5 0 0 2 ) y ie ld ed  tw o  lo ca lised  sp ec ies  o n  1  A p ril. A rm ad illid iu m  a lb u m  w as  ab u n d an t in  th e  less -
co m p acted  u p p er  laye rs  o f  th e  litte r, w h ils t lo w er d o w n , w h ere  it w as  finer, darker and  m ore h um us-
rich , the  d im inu tive H ap lop thalm u s m engei w as likew ise co m m o n . A . a lb u m  w as  a lso  n o ted , o n  
seve ra l o ccas io n s , a t T yw y n  P o in t (2 2 /3 5 8 0 6 3 ). A t G lyn  D eri, C w m  G aren ig  ( 2 2 /6 6 7 1 2 7 )  o n  2 5  
Ju ly  a  sm a ll co lo n y  o f  C y lis ticu s  co n vex u s w as  fo u n d  o n  th e  m o rta red  w alls  o f  a  d isu sed  co a lm in e  
b u ild in g . T h is  ap p ears  to  b e  th e  f irs t in lan d  reco rd  o f  th e  sp ec ie s  in  W a les , w h ere  it is  sca rce  in  
co as ta l s ite s , a lth o u gh  it is  frequently synanthropic in  England. 

R eferences: 

C H A T E R , A  O  (1 986) - R ecen t W ood louse R ecords from  D yfed .   B ritish  Isopod  S tu dy G ro up  
N ew sletter, 21  (Sept 1986): 4-5. 

M O R G A N , I K  (1 9 8 5 ) -  W o o d lice  o f C arm arth en sh ire  -  A n   In tro d u ctio n . L lan e lli N a ts  N ew sle tte r 
(S ep t 1 9 8 5 ): 5 -6 . 

B R ITISH  M Y R IA PO D  G R O U P - B R IT ISH  ISO PO D A  ST U D Y  G R O U P FIE LD  M E ET IN G  : M EN D IPS 
: B R ISTO L C H A N N EL : W ILT SH IR E  - A N  IN V ITA T IO N  

The BMG/BISG are holding their Spring 1987 residential meeting at the University of Bristol's School 
of Veterinary Science at Lower Langford some 12 miles SW of Bristol, Thursday 23 to Sunday 26 
April 1987. Access to a variety of coastal and inland sites is being arranged. 
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F ie ld  w o rk  is  c arried  o u t d u rin g  th e  d ay  an d  in  th e  even in g  id en tif ica tio n  o f  sp ec im en s , sh o rt ta lk s , 
s lid e  sh o w s an d  tim e se t as id e  fo r so c ia lis in g . If  yo u  w o u ld  lik e  to  co m e a lo n g , lea rn  m o re  ab o u t 
iso p o d s  an d  m yriap o d s, ge t to  k n o w  th o se  in vo lv ed  in  th e  w o rk  o n  a  n a tio n a l an d  in te rn a tio n a l sca le , 
am ateu r an d  p ro fe ssio n a l, p lea se  w rite  to  M r D  T  R ich a rd so n , 5  C alto n  T errace , S k ip to n , N o rth  
Y o rk sh ire  B D 2 3  2 A Y  en clo sin g  a  S A E . P a rtic ip an ts  m ay  b o o k  fo r th e  w h o le  o r p art o f  th e  p erio d . 

A R A N A E A  

SPID ER S IN  C ER ED IG IO N  - K  C A TLEY  

T h is  yea r h as  seen  so m e in te re s tin g  f in d s  in  th e  sp id er fau n a  o f  C e red ig io n  w ith  seve ra l sp ec ies  n ew  
to  W ales  h av in g  b een  reco rd ed . T h e  g ro u p  a s  a  w h o le , h o w eve r, is  s till ex trem e ly  b ad ly  served  an d  
th ere  is  a  g rea t d ea l o f  w o rk  still to  b e  d o n e . W etlan d  s ites , su ch  as  C o rs C a ro n  an d  C o rs  F o ch n o , 
h ave  b een  rea so n ab ly  w ell s tu d ied  th is  y ear b u t m u ch  n eed s  to  b e  d o n e  esp ec ia lly  in  w o o d lan d  an d  
sa ltm arsh  h ab ita ts . T h e  se ttin g  u p  o f  a  sp id e r reco rd in g  sch em e b y  th e  B ritish  A rach n o lo g ica l S o c ie ty  
in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith  th e  B io lo g ica l R eco rd s C en tre  w ill h o p efu lly  en co u rage  so m e o th er n a tu ra lis ts  to  
tak e  u p  th e  sp id e rin g  h ab it. T h is  sch em e w ill b e  lau n ch ed  early  in  th e  N ew  Y ea r. I  w ill b e  th e  A rea  
O rgan iser fo r D yfed /P o w y s an d  w o u ld  b e  ex trem ely  p lea sed  to  ad v ise  an d  h e lp  an yo n e  w ith  even  a  
p a ss in g  in te res t in  th is  fasc in a tin g  g ro u p  o f  an im a ls . 

D u rin g  fo u r v is its  in  M ay  an d  ea rly  Ju n e , I  w as ab le  to  lo o k  b rie f ly  a t th e  sp id e rs  o f  Y n ys la s , an d  
a lth o u gh  co llec tin g  w as  d o n e  b y  h an d  o n  th e  m atu re  an d  fo red u n es o n ly , so m e in te re stin g  sp ec ie s  
w ere  fo u n d . M ale  an d  fem ale  Z elo tes  e lec tu s  w ere  fo u n d  in  m o ss  o n  th e  o ld e r d u n es . T h is  g ro u n d -
liv in g  h u n tin g  sp id er h a s o n ly  p rev io u s ly  b een  fo u n d  in  A n g lesey  an d  G lam o rgan  an d  ap p ea rs  to  b e  
co n fin ed  to  co as ta l d u n e  s ite s . T h e  c rab  sp id e r X ys ticu s k o ch i p ro v id ed  a  s in g le  m ale , tak en  in  
m arram  A m m o p h ila  a ren aria  an d  a lth o u gh  th is  is  w id e ly  d is tr ib u ted  o ver E n g lan d , th e  W elsh  
d is trib u tio n  is  lim ited  to  th e  so u th . M arp issa  n ivo y i is  an  in te re stin g  ju m p in g  sp id er S a ltic ida e w h o se  
h ab it o f  ru n n in g  b ack w ard s u p  M arram  s tem s  is  q u ite  en d ea rin g . It is  a  so u th e rn  sp ec ie s  n o t fo u n d  
fu rth er n o rth  th an  Y o rk sh ire , an d  its  o n ly  o th er W elsh  s ite  is  G lam organ . 

It w as en co u rag in g  to  f in d  th e  b eau tifu lly  m ark ed  L y co sid  Z ero lyco sa  m in ia ta  in  g rea t p ro fu s io n  o n  
th e  o p en  san d  o f  th e  o ld e r d u n e  system s . A lso  in  th e  sam e  h ab ita t A rc to sa  perita , s its m o tion less  on  
th e sand , im po ssib le  to  see un til it m oves. T h is s trik ingly  cam o u flag ed  sp id e r - b lack , ye llo w , red  an d  
b ro w n , w ith  c lea rly  an n u la ted  legs  - co n s tru c ts  a  b u rro w  in  th e  san d  fro m  w h ere  it d a sh es  to  a tta ck  
p rey . O n  tw o  v isits  I  saw  th e  sp id er b e in g  h u n ted  an d  a ttack ed  b y  th e  w asp  P o m p ilis  p lu m b eu s. T h e  
w asp  can  so m eh o w  d e tec t th e  sp id e r u n d erg ro u n d  an d  a f te r b reak in g  in to  its  b u rro w  p ara lyses  th e  
sp id e r an d  reb u ries  it a s  fo o d  fo r h er o ffsp rin g . 

W h ils t sea rch in g  th e  ro o ts  o f  M arram  I w as lu ck y  en o u gh  to  f in d  th e  ra re  L iny p h iid  M eco p is te s  
p eu si, o n e  fem a le  an d  so m e  im m atu re s. T h is  tin y  sp id er (1 .3  m m ) h as  o n ly  b een  fo u n d  in  f ive  o th er 
s ites  in  B rita in , in c lu d in g  th e  N ew  F o res t an d  N ew b o ro u gh  W arren  o n  A n g lesey . I  search ed  in  va in  
fo r th e  S a ltic id  an t m im ic  S yn ag ele s  ven a to r w h ich  h as  b een  fo u n d  in  s im ila r h ab ita ts  in  G lam o rgan , 
b u t th ere  is  a lw ays  n ex t yea r!  

B efo re  w e  leave  th e  co as ta l h ab ita t, a  w o rd  ab o u t C e i B ach  b each  (2 2 /4 4 1 4 5 9 ). W h ile  search in g  
am o n gs t s to n es  o n  th e  h igh  tid e  m ark  I cam e acro ss  a  s in g le  im m atu re  Z elo tes  sp ec ies  w h ich  I d id  
n o t reco gn ise ; a f te r k eep in g  h er fo r a  n u m b er o f  w eek s sh e  m o u lted  o u t to  ad u lth o o d  an d  w as th en  
id en tif ied  a s  D rassy llu s  lu te tian u s . T h is  w as  th e  f irs t W e lsh  reco rd  an d  in  fac t th is  ra re  sp id er h as  
o n ly  p rev io u sly  b een  fo u n d  in  a  ve ry  few  s ites  in  S E  E n g lan d , Ire lan d  an d  W est S co tland . 



Throughout the summer I have been examining the spiders caught in a pitfall trapping exercise on 
Cors Fochno; this has increased the small species list to some forty-plus spiders and turned up 
some interesting finds. Agroeca striata a groundliving hunting spider of the family Liocranidae 
seems to be particularly abundant and was found in traps covering the whole transect in June, July 
and August; both sexes being taken but males more frequently during July. Previously only known 
from marshy sites in South East England and the east of Ireland this is the first Welsh record. D. 
lutetianus was also found in the traps; it is interesting to note that this spider has only ever been 
found on beaches or marshy sites, a good example of a diplostenoecious species. 

While sweeping bog myrtle Myrica gale in June on Cors Fochno I took a single female of 
Hypsosinga albovittata. This member of the family Araneidae (the orb web spinners), has a 
widespread but very local distribution, mainly on southern heathland and has not been previously 
found in Wales. It builds its web quite close to the ground, under 20 cm, and obviously finds 
Myrica most admirable for this purpose. 

Before leaving Cors Fochno, a word about Dolomedes fimbriatus. In October, Adrian Fowles was 
kind enough to show me the spot where he had discovered the spider in 1983. Many sub-adult 
females were found sitting on the lower leaves of young birch trees on the eastern edge of the bog. 
This delightful spider, measuring some 20 mm, catches prey by darting across water and can often 
be seen with her front legs resting on the surface to detect prey. On Cors Fochno she appears to 
inhabit the ditches which are always wet and frequently flooded. 

Hand collecting on Cors Caron during the summer produced an interesting member of the 
Theridiidae Theonoe minutissima in Sphagnum on the Teifi flood plain; this easily overlooked 
spider measures only a millimetre and constructs its tangled web in Sphagnum and detritus. It has 
only previously been found in North Wales. Euryopis flavomaculata, an ant-feeding Theridiid, has 
also been found in pitfall traps on the crown of the West Bog; this rather rare spider has not 
previously been found in Wales. Finally, Singa hamata is still flourishing on Cors Caron but as yet 
has not turned up anywhere else in Wales. This very local spider has been searched for in vain on 
Cors Fochno, but seems confined to Tregaron. 

Recent years have seen the publication of 'The Country Life Guide to Spiders of Britain and 
Northern Europe' by Dick Jones and the excellent but expensive volumes by Mike Roberts on the 
'Spiders of Great Britain and Ireland' (Harley Books). These together with the standard text of 
'British Spiders' Vol I, II and III by Lockett, Millidge and Merritt (Ray Society) should provide any 
keen naturalist with the necessary ammunition to "have a go" at any of the commoner species of 
spiders. There is a great deal of work to do on the distribution of spiders in this part of the world 
and it can be most rewarding, so again I repeat my offer of advice and can be contacted on my new 
telephone number of Lampeter 423446. 


